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The California Unity 
Conference 
Queen Mary Hotel 

by Joan Rowe 

Wbo would have goessed when Ille mighty Queen Mary 
steamed into Long Beach Califomia, docking near the conven
tion center and soon to be surrounded by .its private jetty, that 
it would host a transgender convention? Yet, that's exactly 
wha1 happened on April 15-20 when the JncemationalFouncla
tion for Gender Education (IFGE) and the Powder Puffs of 
Orange County (PPOC) joined lO produce a conference called 
California Unicy. AndETYC was there. 

On April 14. Erin Sousa a11d I met at San Mateo, drove 
down the central valley, and directly up to the ship's gang 
plank We encountered accommodations that were charmingly 
funly The staterooms were outfitted with the original fixtures, 
and Ule decor included antique custom wood paneling. Toe 
ship's staff was consistently courteous and cheerful. 

Although the conference was billed as starting on the 15th, 
nothing happened thatday, so we checked out the town of Long 
Beach, looking for stockings. The town was friendly. Long 
Beach has a gay pride parade of its own and a significant gay 

New Officers Elected, Awards 
Received At ETVC May Social 
By Elizabeth Walters, 
Channel Editor 

On a cool May evening fresh with late spring's promise of 
a new beginning,. ETVC elected its executive committee for 
1997-1998, and also honored a select group of members for lhe 
speciaJ service they have provided lo the organization. 

There were few surprises in the election of executive 
committee members, as official opposition existed in only one 
ex-comm race. Re-elected fornew one-year terms were Presi
dent Erin Souza, Vice President Leslie Bailey, and Secretary 
Veronica Smith. Running unopposed was the organization's 
new treasurer, Lisa Ronald, who graciously agreed to take over 
the job after ETVC's fonner treasurer left abruptly last year. 

The club's key committee slots were also filled with famil
iar faces: returning as co-chairs of ETVC' s critical Outreach 
Committee were Sandra Brewer and Telzey Adams; Nancy 
Cupps and Juana Smith wil I continue to preside over the club' s. 

residential community. But shopping? No way. The best was 
a JC Penny's at the mall, and the sizes were small. But the good 
news was that, although r don' t look much like my driver':; 
license, T bad no trouhle charging my Hanes, and folks are 
pretty easy. Also, there happens to be a great wig store, which 
alone is worth a visit to town. 

The conference evellls got rolling on the 16th. A session hy 
Ann Smith about gender i<;Sues in the workplace turned out 10 

be about job bunting for the transgendered. In her professional 
role, Ann Smith is a senior "headhunter," placing executives in 
the $200K annual salary range. Ann emphasized that TG folk.'
can definitely command a top salary if they can discern how to 
make themselves valuable enough to their employer. TG's 
should not have a chip on their shoulders, and when being 
interviewed might find it helpful to bring up their TG history. 
especially because the prospective employe.r often knows 
anyway, rather than leave it awkwardly unspoken. Nie la Miller 
offered a "feminine toolkit" that emphasized communicating 
to build relationship~ railier than to convey infonnatiou. She 
also contrasted typical male and female ways of speaking am! 
the use of gestures and facial expressions. Marietta Pathy Allen 
showed fascinating photographs documenting the emergence 
of the FIM community. In a medicaJ vein, Dr. Sheila Kirk 
detailed feminizing honnones and health risks 10 the TG 

Continued on Pase 7 

ETVC's 1997-1998 Exc•, 111il'e Commiuee: Ar rear are 
Lisa, Sandra, Telzey Nancy Juana, Darcy and Evette

A 1 front are Veronica Leslieand Erin (Photo by Telzey Adams

Education Committee and Darcy Leopard and Evette Roque 
Laurie return as co-chairs ofETVC's Social Committee. 

The returning officers have their work cut out for them. 
ETYC's executive committee is launching a variety o'f new 
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WARNING! WARNING! WARNING! WARNING! WARNING! 
Thi.r; editi.on of the ETVC Channel will be the last one you will receive unkss you have renewed your membership! 



THE CHANNEL 
ETVCinc .. a 11011-profitcorporalioo, is a non-sexual, member
ship liased organization serving the educational, social, and 
recreational needs of gender-chaJJenged people, their spouses, 
significant others, family members. friends, and professionals 
in the helping services. For detaih; about E1VC programs, 
memhership. article ~ubmission guidelines and classified ads, 
please write to: ETVC Secretary. PO Box 4264-86, San Fran
cisco. CA 94142-6486. Minutes of all ETVCcom.mjtteemeet
ings are availahle to members on request. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Membership (as of 4/30/97) 384 
Total 1996 Membership 430 
New Membei:!lhips this year 94 

TREASURER'S REPOR T 
Ac1.:ow1t BaJance as of 4/30/97 $3,992.30 

The --Home for ETVC" fund is now $2017 .50 

ETVC is a non-profit corporation. 

Donmions to ETVC are TAX DEDUCTIBLE on both 
Federal and Ca/.ifornia income tm: returns Talk to yoiir ta.x 

advi,wrfor de1ai/s. 

Channel, the ETVC Newsletter, is published the last 
week of February, April. June. August, October and 
December. Submissions should anive at ETVC by the 
20th day of the previous month. Contents reflect the 
opinions or the contributors and the editor, and are not 
necessarily those of ETVC. Other organizations may 
reprint or reproduce uncopyrigbted portions of tbe 
newsletter for their m em bers, provided ET VC is 
acknowledged. Copyrightedmaterials may be reproduced 
only with written permission of ETVC. 
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order to: ETVC, PO Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 
94142-6486 

HOTLINE & VOICE MAIL 415-564-3246 
B.B.S. 415-564-4903 
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By Elizabeth Walters 

Lots of serious food for thought in 
this issue of the Channel, girl~ and 
boys. We have a report from President 
Erin Souza on the May executive 
committee retreat in Asilomar, with a 
summary of the weighty issues that 
were mulled over there. We have the 
beginning of what will likely be a 
lively debat,e over whether ETVC 
should change i ts name (see Letters to 
the Editor, page 6) - and if so, wha1 
the new name should be. 

We also have a comprehensive repon on the IFGE convemion in 
Long Beach as well as articles on what a TS can anticipate in making 
the u-ansition to fully female status . . how 10 face the trangendered w<,rld 
with good humor and a hosr of other subjects of interest 10 our varied 
membership. Finally, lee us not forget our usual assorunent of regular 
columns and special features. 

Despite the meatiness of tl1is issue. I realize that we are emering the 
serious vacation season. and poring <)Ver the Channel may take a back 
seat to enjoying the fine weather and many activi ties available this time 
of year. If you are planning to spend ,my of your vacation time in t11e 
Southland, here arc a pair of suggest inns: 

First, treat yourself to a fine dinner at Trilogy at 2214 S toner Avenue 
i n We;itLos Angeles, an elegant supper club wilh low prices (the mo.~t 
expensive item on the menu goes for about Sl5'. ) and one of the finest 
Ieviews en femme you will see anywhere. C'all (:I 10) 477-2844 for 
information . At Trilogy, the special treat is lhat your waitress is also 
one of the performers in the floor show. Great fuu! 

Second, take in one of tbe shows at Victoria Paris's "Drag ville," the 
delightful Tuesday night extravaganza at the Love Lounge, 657 N. 
Robertson (just off Melrose Ave.) in West Hollywood. For info, phone 
the "Dragline' ' at (31 0) 659-0471. This was actually the first place I 
enjoyed a perfonnance by the beauliful and tale111ed divas of Trilogy. 
Dragsville bas two Tuesday evening shows each week, featuring such 
well-known Southland femme perfonners as adult movie "queens" 
Crystal Crawford and Ctti Cbi LaRue, Drink!- are steep, t,ut the cover is 
low, so nurse those cocktails, girls! 

And while you are living it up thi~ summer, don' t forget the event~ 
and socials ETVC has coming up. As always, a comple te cluh calendar 
and listing of events can he found on pagei; 4 and 5. 

:;Jt;,vtae a p;teal a1'Pn1 n1~1t - an.rt mal.rlt 
tlwoo Jii-fi11i la N lh1PJ, /.r,.4;~()· .' . 

r---------------------, 
I Don't be left out! Please renew today to 1. 
I avoid missing the next information-packed I 
I issue of ETVC's newsletter. I 
L-----------~---------~ 
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Da' Prez' Box 
ETVC President Erin Souza 

The Work Ahead 

Approximately eighty members responded to 
ETVC' s recent _survey, the best response of any 
survey to date. Detailed statistics will appear in a 

ii future newsletter. The executive committeexeviewed U1e 
,.,;· surveys and took Ule information into account at its recent 
~ retreat . According to lhe surveys, thjs organization is very 
~::: important to many of you, but it needs to be more ace.es-

.. ,·:~ slble. 
7,. The newsletter and end-of-month socials are the prime 
// ::J sources ot contact for members. We musl maintain the 
~:; yuality of the former and improve the quality of the latter. 
'1/ Getting to socials should not be a hassle. The socials should 
;.~ al<lo he fun so that those who get there will want co come 
/ hack_ S ioce leaving Lhe Chez Mollet at the end of J 993, we 
.. ,,, have experimen ted with diJferent venues. Social co-chair 
~ / 
, Darcy Lt!(>pard and her intrepid band of club crawlers have 

,., begun the search for a new venue that will hopefully satisfy 
/ some of the c.'riteria the Chez once met A convenient f locarion with parking, comfortable atmosphere, good food, 
'.;; space for dancing and socializing, separate areas for 
,· smoking and non smoking are among the major points listed 
;- in what people wamed in a venue. Of course we ideally 
q; wa111 the rent to he low. so Ulat we can keep the costs of 

admission reasonable. If you know of s11cb a place that may 

:,,' -,:1 meet some of these criteria, contact Darcy at 

&• · -'l What happens at the socials is also important. People go 
~,.· to meet other people and socialize, not to listen to 
t:-' annouucements. Not everyone likes the planned "theme" 
'f"' activities. We either make I.hem better or get rid of them. i New members feel put off by cliques. We're recruiting 
:f veteran members to act a~ hostesses to facilitate making new 
,,..., acquaintances. Those who have ideas for improving socials 
.;; or specific social acti ,rities are welcome at social committee f meetings the third Tuesday of each month. 
,.,.. We are al$o aware that Thursday nigllts are not right for 
r / W '} everyone. ork schedules and distances away from San 
" .Francisco make Thursdays impossible formaoy. To that 
~~ end we are adding more weekend activities during the year, 
,;'/ including some specifically geared to newcomers. Some 
-/,, events wjll be paired in a Friday night/Saturday day or 9 Saturday night/Sunday clay format so that tbose planning 

visits from outside the Bay Area can get the most value for ,,f ,., 
/ 

'f';.,-'//,f,'/,Y /-1/·,.,,0 

their voyage. We will also put out a long terrn calendar of 
events, so you can know months in advance when to set 
aside .a weekend for ETYC. 

Eventually, we would like our own space. Fonner 
president Jane Bolig (foru1erly Jane Bentley) began the 
"Home For ETVC" fund. That fond remains intact. bu! we 

f 
/ 
~? 

f 
,,••' , 

need to aggressively raise more money if this dream hopes 10 :f 
become reality within the next decade. If you have fund 
raising and/or grant writing experience please contact other ,.,:, 

·' 
officers or myself at..... ,,, ,,,,.. 

Accessibility also includes information. There wac; a time ,,.-
:i' 

when the minutes of the executive committee meetings we.re 
included in the newsletter, as per the bylaws. We have ~: 
strayed from that requirement in recent years, in part hecause ~--;;;.• 
those minutes lake up so much space from more entertaining _,. 
reading. The minutes will be available again as separ.ate 
inserts that accompany the newsletter or as part of separate 
mailings with other club iuformation. As always, all 
members are welcome at executive committee meetings. 

lnfonnation will also be available in cyberspace. An 
ETVC web site is in the wnrks. This web site will attract 
new m embers as well as be a resource for current members 
to obtain infonnation and communicate with club officers. It 
can also be a vehicle for educating the general public about 
our issues. 

We have begun investigating the possibility of a name 
change. Let us know your feelings about this by sending us 
your answers to the "What's Your Opinion" questionnaire iu 
this newsletter. The membership should always have a role 
in the direction of this organization. Stay in touch With 
officers and committees; share your skills and insigbts. I 
hope wben my term ends next May more than one of you 
will step forw.ard to seek this office. Until then, thank you for 
your supporLand please keep wishing me luck. Though 
stressful at times, this continues to be a valuable experience 
for me, as I hope ETVC is for aJJ of you. I look forward to 
seeing more of you at events. 

ETVC Bowling Night Returns 
The fun resumes - in a new location. Serra Bowl, 3301 
Junipero Serra Boulevard, adjacent 10 the Colma BART 
station. The cost is $10.00 plus $2.00 shoe rental for two and 
a half hours of bowling, with disco music, black lights. and 
fog machines. All levels are welcome. We meet the second 
Saturday of eacb month at 9:00 PM. Contact Erin at---· AIDS Walle '97 
There's still time to join ETYC''s contingent for U1e AJDS 
Walk on Sunday, July 20 ju Golden Gate Park. Last year 
ETVC raised over $1500.00 . For iufonnation on obtaiuing 
pledge forms and meeting the rest of the contingent, contact 
Erin at 
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• • • • • Special Events • • • • • 
Mid Month Socials 
Wednesday, July 9th and Wednesday, August 13th 
Following on the heels of a great time on our first "Venue 
Search'' (:iee Darcy's "On I.he Town" article), we are re-visiting 
·The Lilo Lounge", a festive Tiki bar with a great Thai 
restaurant attached. It is located in the pleasant Potrero HiJJ 
neighborhood of Sau Francisco, at 18th and Connecticut Streets. 
Call Darcy. 1111111111111, for directions. 8 PM. Free! 

Education Seminar: 

You've Got (male) Attitude! 
Featuring Wilhelmina Beins. 
Thursday, July 17th 
Pleai;e note that the length of this is two hours. Because of the 
length of this presentation, this seminar will begin at 7:30. New 
policy: SMOKING DOWNSTAIRS ONLY. You strut, you act 
coy, you look coquettish. But do you reflect male or female 
attitude? How do you know what female attitude is? Do you 
base your idea on Melrose Place or Bay Watch? Wilhelmina 
Beins, a Feminine lmage consultant, will address the difference 
between male and female attitudes. She will offer valuable 
advice on how to reflect the person you want to be. As well a.5 

answering questions, Ms. Beins is introducing a new program 
which includes consullation with a psychologist. He will also be 
i-peaking on Thursday evening. Please join 1,1s for an informative 
evening. 7:30 PM, Upstairs at Kimo's, Poll< & Pine Streets. SF $3 

You Go Bingo Girl! 
Thursday, July 31st 
"Will you sign my Bingo Card?" Our popular, annual Bingo 
Social allows you to say hello to lots of your girlfriends and 
meet some new ones as you fill your bingo card with their 
signatures. The Bingo Mistress then calls out our names instead 
of numbers, and those with winning streaks get great prizes! 8 
PM, Upstairs at Kimo's, Polk and Pine Sts., SF. Members, $5, 
Guests, $7. 

TS Seminar: 

Dating and the New Woinan, 
Featuring Luanna Rodgers 
Sunday, August 17th 
Please note new policy: SMOKING DOWNSTAIRS ONLY. 
You·~e enjoying your life as a new woman. But you still haven't 
explored the world of dating. There are just too many questions! 
When do you tell the person you' re dating you are a TS? Does 
be/she really need to know? Wbat about sex? And STDs? How 
do you recognize old patterns of dating behavior? How do you 
modify them? The questions are endless. Luanna Rodgers is here 
to offer advice. Luanna, who has been a Channel contributor for 
U1e last five years, is a qualified therapist specializing in 
relationships. She is.here to assist you by answering the 
questions tbat are uppermost on your mind. Please join us. 2PM, 
Upstairs at Kimo · s, Polle & Pine Streets, SF. FREE 
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Dancing and Drinks 
in the Tropics 
Thursday, August 28th 
Forget the San Francisco Summer Fog and escape H) a tropical 
vacation at Kimo's, lbe dance L1oor ha,; the perfect hackdrop. a 
mural of a sunny, sandy beach. to match your colorful suuuner 
dress! After dancing up a summer stonn. retire to a cocktail 
garnished with an umbrella and pineapple slice. 8 PM. Upstairs 
at Kimo's, Polk and Pine Sts .. SF. Members. S.'i, Guests, S7. 

Imperial Star Empire of Alameda 
County Coronation . 
Saturday, August 30th 
ETVC usually sends a contingent (at least one table of ten 
persons) to Hayward to help our friends in Alameda County 
celebrate their annual Imperial Court Coronation. This year is no 
exception! If you want to come along. plea~e call Ginny at
- (quickly, as the table fills up fac;t) for ticket prices and 
reservations. 

Save 40°/o 
On Transgender Tapestry 

4 issues for Only $38 
- a 810,00 savings 

Crossdressing, the Media, Transsexuality, F2M, M2F, 
Psychology, Medicine, the Law - Plus the Latest 
Breaking News from Around the Gender World[ 

Send check, money order or MC/Visa # to: 

I.F.G.E., P.O. Bo,c 229 Waltham, MA 02254-0229 

(add $15 .00 for, 1st Class Postage) 

CNL·O0I Offer expires 9/ 1/97 

CALIFORNIA 

PINE STREH 

!:a,,,.c. BUSH 

1351 Polk Street - S.F. 
(41S) 885-4535 

SHOWROOM & SPORTS ARENA 
SAN FRANCISCO'S LARGEST GAY SHOWROOM 
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ETVC 
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RCCRapGmup 
SueiaJ 
TV/TS Rap 
Social 
TS/Education Committee 
Mid-Month Social 
Significant Others 
NcW!;)etlcr Committee 
P,)ke·r Social 
Lending Library Open 
Gender Diseus~1on G1'0up 
lY/fSRap 
SociaJ 
Bowling 
lnf<)nnalional Mt'Ctillg 
Social Committee 
Outreuch Committee 
Wilhelmina Seminar 
RCC Rap Group 
TY/TS Rap 
Social 
Executive Committee 
Aids Walk 
Social 
Library Committee 
W/I'SR11p 
Social 
RlngoNite 

MeeL5 at 7 PM 
Start~ at 8 PM 
Meets 8-IO PM 
SlarL5 al 8 PM 
Moots 7:30-9 PM 
Starts at 8 PM 
Meets 7:.30-I0PM 
Meel<;at7PM 
Starts at 8 PM 
Hours 7-lJ PM 
Meets 8-10 PM 
Meets 8-10 PM 
Start:, at 7;30 PM 
Starts at 8:30 PM 
Meets at2PM 
Meel~at8PM 
Mccls at7PM 
Starts at 8 PM 
Meet<;at7PM 
Meets 8-IOPM 
Starts at 8 PM 
Meetsat6PM 
Starts at 9 AM 
Stans at 8 PM 
Moots at I PM 
Meets 8-10 PM 
Starts at 7:30 PM 
Starts at 8 PM 

Plea.~an! Hill 
San Jose 
Berkeley 
Walnut Creek 
Kimo's Mtg.Room 
L ila l,ounge, SF 
San Franci.soo 
San Francisco 
San Francisoo 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
Berkeley 
Sacramento 
Colma 
San Franc~~co 
The LineUp; SF 
Berkeley 
Kimo's, Upstairs 
Pleasant Hill 
Berkeley 
Sll11 Jo.5e 
San Fl-aancisco 
Golden Gate Park 
WalnutOeek 
San Francisco 
Berkeley 
Sacrament.a 
Kimo's, Upstairs 

(510) 937-8432 
(408) 984-4044 
(510) 841-6224 
(510) 937-8432 
(415).337-540') 
(415} 641-8169 
(415) 664-1491) 
(415) 664-149') 
(415) 664-149') 
(415) 664-149'> 
( 408) 984-4044 
(510) 841 -6224 
(916)482-7742 
(415) 731-7032 
(4 15) 553-5987 
(415) 641-8169 
(510) 443-9'>38 
(415) 337-541)() 
(510) 937-8432 
(510) 84l-6224 
( 4{)8) 984-4044 
(415) 731-7032 
(415) 731-7032 
(510) 937-8432 
(415) 664-1499 
(510) 841-6224 
(916) 482-7742 
(415) 641-8169 

l RGJ\ Soi..:ial Starts ac8 PM San Jose (408) 984-4044 
I Pm.: C r,· TV/ISRap Mccts8-10PM Berkeley (510)841-6224 
.i DVG SlJcial Starts at8 PM Walnut Creek: (510)937-8432 
7 DVG RCCRapGrnup MeetHt7 PM Pleai;antH.ill (5l0)937-8432 
8 Rnrc Poker Social Starts at 8 PM S an Francisco (4J5) 664•149') 
S ETVC Lending Library Open Hours7-11 Pllil San Frim cisco (415) 664-1499 
K Ptll:C'Lr 'TV ITS Rap Meets 8-IO PM Berkeley (5 lO) 841-6224 
~ S.B ay Gender Discussiun Gmup Meet5 8-10 PM San .lose ( 408) 984-4044 
') SGJ\ Sodal :itarL~ at 7:30 PM Sacr.unenlo (9 l6) 482-7742 
U ETVC Bowling Startsat8:30Pl\i Colmu (415) 731-7032 
10 FI?vJ Infonnati()naJMecting Meetsat 2PM SanFrancisco (415)553-5987 
IO ETVC Exccutivr Committee Meets :it l PM L<.isAltos (415) 731-7032 
1.3 ETVC Mid-Month Social Starts ;1t 8 PM Lilo Lounge, SF (415) 641-8169 
14 ETVC SlgniJieantOthers Meets 7:30-10PM PaloAlto (415)664-149'> 
15 RGA Social Starts at 8 PM San Jose (408) 9844044 
15 Pa, C'tr 1V /TS Rap MeetS 8-10 PM Berkeley (510) 841-6224 
17 EiVC Outreach Olmrnittee Meetsatl P.M Kimo's,Upstain (510) 443-9938 
17 ETVC TS Seminar - Oatlng -Starts at 2 PM Kirno's, Upstairs (415) 337.5409 

Pueific Center for Human Growth. a 
,ounseling nrie n led growth ecnt~r. 
,pnnsor~ al l-inclusive gender sup[lt•rt 
gl'1>ups ,,n c ve ry Pnday at l\ :00 PM. 27 I~ 
Telegraph Ave1me. Berkeley. C':ill · l 'i !01 
841-6224 Rainhow Gender A~w ci;iJinn 
(RGA ) meets 1st and :lrd Fnday of th, 
nwmh 8' 00 PM at the New C'ommunu\ , , 1 

r-a,1h Church. 6~50 Rainhow Drive. ~ -m 
Jose Wiite: RGA. PO Box 700730. "'lll 
.lost! . C'A 95170. Call: (408) 984-404 

Sucramento Gender Association (S(;A 1 
BlucRnseC'haprermeetsH PM the 2nd and 
4th Suturday of eachmon1h Ill Sueramc111p 
W rite: PO B 1)X 21.5456. Sacramco10, CJ\ 
9-'5821- 1456. Call: (916)4X2 
7SGA for meeting locations. 
Diablo Vallev Girls (DVG) Meets first 
and third Monday ofevery month. 8 PM .it 
JU.SL Rewards N1ghtclub. 2520 Caminv 
Oiat,l9inWal11ut Creck, Write: DVG. PO 
Bnx 272885. Concord. CA 94527-2885 
Call: {510) <)37.8432. 

DVG Rap Group (RCC) meets first and 
third Thursday of every month. 7 PM .it 
Rainno w C'o111munity Cc.11ti;:r. 2o.n 
Pleasua1Hill Rd. al Taylor Blvd. in Pleas am 
II ill. For more info. cull (5101937-84.n 

1'"1'M.a suppor t group for Female-to-Male 
crossdres~crs & transsexuals. lmlds npcn 
In Cnrmational McctiJlgs and closed Suppnr1 
Maetings Write. F1MfnternationaJ.Inc .. 
I ~(iO Missio n .Sl . Suite 200. Sf' 94 1 o, t>r 
1.:all Voice Mail (415) 553 5987. 

'l'Gl'F(TransGenderlsm Jslcun). c1,.,i:ial 
grnupfortransgenders. me.el.snne Salurd :J } 

each 01onth at a private home in Sant.t 
Rosa for a potluclcsocial from4 PM until 
early evening. For dates. locntton and 
rcsc1·vations, call Diane or Anne a-

San Joaquin Gender ~ssociation. meet, 
in Tri-Volley area.For dates and times. 
ca11 Winifred at--I~ DVG Social Startsat8PM WalnutCreelc (510)937-8432 

19 E'TVC SocialCommittee Meetsat8PM TheLineUp, SF (415)641-8169 Silicon Valley Gender Association 
l'I ETVC Libr-.3ryCommittee Start'>atl PM SanFrancisco (415)664-149') (SVGA). a 11ew trunsgender supplll'I 
21 DVG RCCRApGroup Meet<;at 7PM PleusaotHill (510) 937-8432 group. mee ts al the Billy DeFran k 
22 PacCl:r 1V/fSRap Meets8- lOPM Berkeley (510)841-6224 C'nmmunity C'.ente.r in San .Jose on the 
2'.1 SGA Soci.al Startsal7:30 PM Sacramento (916)482-7742 2nd tlnd 4th Friday of the month frnm 
211 ETVC l)anccatKimo's Startsat8PM Kimo's, Upst:airs (415) 641--816!> 7PM to9PM Formllreinfo call (408t 
29 Pac Ca· lV/l'S Rap Meets 8-10 PM Berkeley (S10) 841-6224 ?

9
~ 

7429 
. . 

~ ___ ~~~c~~~ _ _ i,tart.~a~,Z.P!i- __ ~.=i. __ - <~~~422_ _ ~::. _;, _______ _ 

Pf ease Prim ETVC Membership Application 
Mailing Name,_:- - - ----- - - --- --------------------------
Mailing Address:._ ____________ ____ ________________ _ 

City: ___ _________ ________ State: ____ __ Zip: ____ _ ____ _ 

Preferred Name: Familv Member's Name.~· ____________ _ 
{If Applicable) 

Birth Date: Month Day New Metnber: Renewal : ------- - - - ------ - ------- ----- --
How did you learn about ETVC?. ___ _ ____ ___ _____________ ____ _ 

Full year membership June 1 -May 31 is $2S.00 (Family - $3S.00). 
Part year membership from January 1 - May 31 is S13.00 (Family - $18.00) (New members only). 

Please remit by check or money order t0: 

ETVC, P.O. Box 4264861 San Francisco, CA 941 42-6486 
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Education Co-Chairs 
Address Surveys 
By Nancy Cupps and Juana Smith 

Rec,,:ently Nancy and 1 had .an opportunity to read through lbe 
surveys. The diversity of F.:TVC's memhersbip was strongly re
flected hy the likes and dislikes of Education Seminar topics. While 
some memhers enjoyed make-up sessions, others wanted to know 
more- about honnnnes. The smveys confinned that we are on the 
1ight u-ack in sdecting topics for tbe seminars. In tbe past year, we 
have had speakers who addressed SRS, make-up, bormones, self
portra.iture, the law, self-protection, voice surgery and what to do 
i r y()u' re "n'ad." 10 name a few topics. 

LETTERS 
On Re-naming ETVC ... 
Dear Editor: I read with interest that our officers were going to 
discuss a possible name change for our club at their May retreat. 
Though I'm a ''new girl" to the ETVC ranks and far removed from 
t.he naml.!' s historical roots, l'd like to put my two cents in on this 
:,;ubJect. Because one of the reason (perhaps not the only one) I 
delayed so long in joining and becoming an active rne.mber was that 
awful .. . TV-word! a can ' t even type it, let alone say it. And I 
certainly don't relate to it.) 
Lers face it. The word may have started innocently enougb hack 
when it was coined in the early part of the century but meanings 
evolve with time. Who would call an African-American a ''Negro" 
now, even though it was once perfectly acceptable to do so? As time 
ha-. gone by, lhe TV-word has acquired a distinctly negative 
connotation in !he popular press. It bas been associated too many 
times with such unpleasant words as "pervert" and "prostitute." 
The image il evokes is not compatible with the gentleness and 
femininity I want to be a"sociated with. The word has outlived its 
usefulness . Let's bury it. 
Cluh old-timers have told me that some of them cling to the "TV" 
part of "ETVC" because it wa<; originally conceived as a clever pun, 
and even though the joke bas long since grown stale, everyone 
knows us by that name. I say it's time for a change, before we rllI11 
off more prospective members. I m mucb more comfortable with 
·'crnssdresser, ·· hut it might leave out the transsexual segment of our 
membership (the TV-word has Lhat sa.me problem, too, I might 
add.) So, for me, the logical choice is "transgender," an open, 
mndem, friendly word that iucludes everyone. And, as I unders1and 
ir. inclusiveness bas been acomerstone ofETVC since its founding. 

Please, ladies: out with TV, in with TG. 
Sincerely, Janet Bowman 

[Editor' s reply: Aside from the bureaucratic roadblocks i.nvolved 
in a club name change - amending articles of incorporation, 
filings with the state regis1ry of cfiaritable trusts, printing new 
/euerhead, pamphlets, etc. - one of the primary hangups iti 
renaming l:.IVCwill be settling on a name that satisfies everybody. 
While it is true that many people in the transgendered commun.iry 
dislike the term "transve!)"tite, ,. that has more to do with the term's 
commonplace use as a put-down or epithet than with its actual 
def1ni1ion, IVhich, according to Webster is, "a person who derives 
se.wal pleasure from dressing in the clothes of the opposite sex. " 
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As the 1997-1998 memhershipyearhegins. we hope 1n cnnli1)uL' 
to provide ETVC members with infnnnaLion they want at a prkc 
that can;I be beat Our TS seminars are offered at no charge . WL'· 
manage to l)reak even on the expen.~cs for the meeting spacL' 
because of the donations we receive at our rnid-week educational 
seminars. We have been fortunate U1at each of the professionals \.\' l ' 
invited 10 speak during tbe past year did so at no charge \\> ETYC 

Tbe surveys also indicated some members would like Ilk • 
Education committee m host a qne-day ~eminar. As -a result. we ,U'L' 

exploring ilie po sibility of organizing a Saturday prognun that 
would include tips on make. up. hairstyles. wig maintenance. and 
visits to local gender-friendly merchants, capped by a.1,1 evening nn 
the town . We are currently rargeting a weekend in January. 

We want to thank aJI the respondents for ilieir s traigh1-forward 
answers and continued guidance in what we can provide. 

ThefocJ is, most of this organir..lll ion ·s members are exr1ctly t/rm: 
self-identified heterosexual cross-dressers classically rejerretl /0 

b the TV-word. Perhaps our /J~sl response to the term '5 use a 0111, 
of opprobrium would he la follow the lead of Gay columnisr [)011 

Savage and simply take it h.ack from uur enemies. Spe{lking for 
myse,f, I don't find "tran.1·w.1·1ire .. as 0,[ff:'t1sive ti Term as. sm._ 
·iagg01., ·· wlucll Savage ix n,•i11g ro recapwrefrom rednecks and 
gay baslzers. 
In any event, with the publicmion of 011rsis1er Janet ·s leuer. we cmt 
tww consider the dehate on this suh;ecr officially open. Plea ,1·1: n1111 · 

outreach committee cllairwomon Sandro Brewe,· ,~ commenJS 011 

this subject in this issue's "Sandra Rec1chex 0111 ., col///!111. Do \\ '£' 

want to thange E1VC's name ·, Whm should we change 11 w ., lliUf 
Jwwdo peoplefeelabou1 ll,e 1er111 ··11·anwes1i1e :)" The Channel ll'ill 
print mem/]ers'commel!I,\' on Thi.I' s1~hject in coming i.uues. Keep 

, those cards and letters coming 111. ladies and gentlemen!] 

Remembering Barbara ... 
Dear Editor: I was saddened m hear nf lhe recent death of Barhara 
Bowden. I feel honored 10 have bad ti.le opponuuity to know her 
when we served 1ogether ou the Executive Conuninee. and later 
when we worked together in the Alice in Genderland C'otillion 
sbow in l 995. The pictures that l have of her a,; the Mad Hatter in 
that show sti ll bring hack fond memories ()fa lady ol'int:lnite charm. 
grace. kindness, and geniality. I wi ll miss her greatly. hut know tha1 
she is safe in God's hand.~, and 1ha1 she will he with us a.~ long as we 
remember her in our hearts. 

Reverend Lauren Rene Holchkis. Mis. ETYC. 1 IJ(J-1. 

WILLIAM A. HENKIN, Ph.D. 
-PSY (' H () TH Elf A p y 

PHONE: (415) 923-1150 

alternate xe,~ & 3.ewter concerns 
SM/BD/DS coming out TV!TG/TS/SO 

anxiety depre/.isian sttlf-esteem 
inner cl1ild & ot/Jer alternate personas 

intimacy relationships 

MFCC Licen$e No, Mll 22%0 • Board Certified Sex Thernpi~i 
Fellow. American Academy of Clinical Se;(.[J)ogists • H.B .lG.D.A. 



Unity Conference 
( 11111imwd fiw11 Page I 

l'.ommunity. ,uid Dr. Douglas Ousterhout explained feminizing 
plastic surgery. The most moving talk in the conference was by our 
t1w11 Dr. Millie Brown . l-ler simple and unadorned accounl of the 
.inguish in heing a transsexual brought tears to many eyes. 

Throughout the conference the interesting Hirschfeld Exhibit 
was on display. which presented early approaches research on 
gcnder identity and sexual odentation. Newsweek was around for 
a few days. /\ special article on tbe transgendercommunity should 
appear shortly. One of the evenings featured a fantastic show 
mgm1izcd hy Jim Bridges. who was also <>ne of the exhibitors 
selling hcautiful dresses crafted to sizes we can especially appreci
a te . Aho. m:my of us drove 11carly an hour lo visit the Queen Mary 
,tnd Peanut:-. cluhs. whcrc we danced the night away. 

Officers and Awards 
Co111i111red.from Page I 

initiatives based on a survey of our 
mcmhcr" earlier this year and a re
lfcat of cluh officers in Asilomar in 
May. Although the new directions 
will he a challenge. tllcy also hold 
promise of strc11gthening th i!i orga
ni1.a1ion and helping it to grow. 

In addition to e lecting new offic
ers at the May 29th meeting. ETVC 
also singled out a group of memhers 
who have provided exceptional :-;er
vit-e 10 u,e organization and its mis
, ion . Re<.:civi ng the .Social 
C'ommittcc·saward was Di Di Mau, 
our leggy and statuesque heauty best 
known 10 most members for the brcv
i1y of her apparel and for her assis-
t.ance.iu putting on the organization's 

Jamie Faye Fenton , 
l?TVC 's Memberofrhe Year 

events and socials. The Outreach Committee recognized Diane and 
Anne Gilc1> for their work in hdping to build public recognition of 

lhe fact that transgendered 
people arc just like every
body else. 

The Education Commit
tee honored Mina Schwartz 
for her help in focusing at
tention on family issues for 
transgendered people . 
Ginny Knuth and 
Carolayne Hughes were 
recognized for their help in 
taking care of the club's 
finances after the abrupt 

The only yellow flag I noted was a tendency for segregation_ 
Oneexhibitorencountered ami-gay sentiment. at leastsmne FfM", 
felt Loo isolated from the main schedule. and the spou!ies of some 
TS's were treated unsympathetically by tbose of"TV's_ Guests at a 
wedding party occurring at the same time a~ lhe final night' s award 
banquet demanded sole use of the women's rooms. Next year. CA 
Dreamin' is in San Francisco again. I hope we will show how IO 

blend the many groups wit11in the TG umbrella more seamlessly. 
and will offer activities more integrated into the city's life thau w,h 
poss1ble in LA. 

On the 20th, after a fabulous morning brunch on the Queen 
Mary, Jamie Fenton and I s trolled down the gang plank and drove 
back through the centraJ valley to the Bay Area. All in all. conti!r
ences like these are wonder ful. One meets many new friend<;, lcm11,, 
a lot, and ha5 the chance to live full time en femme for a week. whirh 
including the drive each way. slmply feels great. 

ETVC Award Recipiems. Rear: Anne. Diane. Di Di, Mina. 
Elizabe1h. From.-Andrea. Jamie. Lul1(. 

departure of former trea~urer Jann Bogg. The Secretary's Award 
was conferred on yours truly for editing this newsletter (although 
the job ha~ been so entertaining that any award is superfluous). 

The Vice President' s award was given to Lulu Blau. for till' 

fabulous work she ha,; done in staging some of our best events. 
including the Big Shew and this year's F.:TVC Cot.illion. The 
President's Award was confened on Andrea Drane for the energy 
and enthusiasm sbe has shown in so many different ways during 1.hc 
brief time she has been a memher of our group. And the evening· s 
top honor "the Ginny Knuth Member of the Year Award" went to 
Jamie Faye Fenton, who ha.-; assisted ETVC in everything from 
fund-raising efforts to providing technkal support for I.he cluh ·:,; 
vari-ous computers. 

To all the new officers and award recipients. a well-deserved 
round of applause is due. Good going. girl~! 

Vice President Leslie Bailey presenrs Lulu Blau with her 
Vice Presinem 's Award momenro. a Tiny femme !>ell. 
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Face the Music - In Face! 
Mark this date on your calendars: On July 20, a Sunday 

1tftemoo11 drng show fundrai!\Ct for lbe Rainbow Community Cen
ter in Pleasant llill will he held at the 1220 Cl11b, 1220 Pine S treet 
in Walnut Creek. 

The 90 minute sh(1w ba" been tentatively scbedulecl to begin at 
6 p.m., in orderto avoid a conflict with I.he 9 p.m. evening drag acts 
at nearby .J u~t Rewards. At Channel press Lime, no list of confirmed 
pt:rfonm:rs wa.~ available. but promoters of the event promised a 
vaiiely ofacts and said patrons should find the program enteriaining 
,uid eqjoyable . 

The entire proceeds of the show will be donated to the Rainbow 
C'om.mu1'1ity Centera.12637 Pleasant Hill Road in Pleasant Hill. The 
Center provide:-. a variety of services to U1e Gay1 Lesbian, Bisexual 
aud Tran~gender Community in Contra Costa Counry, and is tbe 
headquar1e1·s for the Diab lo V aJJey Girls Rap Group on lhe finn and 
third Thursdays of each month. 

Those planning to attend the July 20 benefit can obl.ain addi
tional details hy calling the 1220 Club at (510) 938-4550. 

Announcing Two Important 
Conferences 

TwQ important conferences iu tbe gender community will be 
beld in July and Augusl of 1997: 

The 2nd Annual Young, Loud and Proud Conference.July 12-
13, I 997, Everen Middle ScbQOl, San Francisco 

This Conference is specincally targeted toward youth 23 and 
u-uder, al ll1ough anyone under 2'i may auend. The Conference is by 
youtb. for yout11 aud about youth. The main goal of Young, Loud 
and Proud is lO empower lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
qucMioning youth 10 become more active participants in their own 
lives. 

This Conference is a sponsored projec t of L. Y.RI. C. For more 
information, call (415) 703-6150. 

The 3rd Annual F1M Conference of the Americas August 8-10, 
1997, Massaclluseus College of Art, Boston, MA 

Conference features workshops on legal issues, political activ
ism, medical issues, spiriruality, sexuality and non-operativeF2Ms, 
along witb workshop~ for parmers and familles. Keynote Speaker: 
James Green. 

For more information, E-Mail: IFGE@worldnet.an.netor write 
10 lnfonnation Aun: Mykael, Boston 1'7M Conference, PO Box 
229. Waltham, MA 022.54-0229 

14-!.16; 454-010~ - FA.X 14 Hi! ,fM-5399 

CONTINENTAL W rG SAOON &. 80U'rIQUE;. 
'f1ws Fr-1 I J tt111 tlrm Sot J~ m-1-::J1)pm 

ll214th6t 
·uu .R.llll iJ l '.A 9491) I , . 
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Sandra Reaches Out 
by Sandra Brewer 

We're going online; wa1<.:h for the 
announcement of our ETVC web site. 
Thi.s still n.eeds some development and tu 
be effective it will have w be kept rnrrem 
on a continuingba~is, hut tllis is a link we 
really need co mainraln visihility in t.be 
world. Our speaker's hureau continues 
to be very active; I want 10 01m1k all who 
have participated for a job well done. Dale is doing an excellent _ioh 
representing us as Miss ETVC at several event:-. including all tl1c 
functions connected with I.he recent Gay Coronation. Al press time 
we were busily preparing 1oasslst KQED in 1.llei.r )une pledge drive. 
and once again we hope lO make a su·m1g showing at the Ga) 
Freedom Parade . 

We have recently increased our hotline staff; tllis·is a fun way to 
meet new people interested in BTVC. and you can do it two nights 
a month without leaving your home. Let us 1-mow if you're inter
ested. Also, if you want to address the public by partlcipating on our 
speakers' bureau, make sure I bave yourname on Ule :,peaker list 
The infonnation fonn l promised earlier is taking longer Lhan 
intended, but I expect to send ir to all speakers and prospet.:tivc 
speakers on t..be List in time for t..be t'all semester, 

The suggestion m change Ule name of our organization to heller 
fir its support of the entire transgendered comm uni 1y wac; di:,cussctl 
arour recent retreat meetings. When discussing E.TVC with college 
cJac;ses, bot line callers, I.he PacificCenrer, or anywhere we rneet llll' 
public. a question lllatinvariably arises is 'what does TV !:tand ror •· 
To Lile public the term · Lran,wcslHc · has negative connoia11on1-, 
much like ' faggot' for U1e gay communiry. The more comprehen
sive term ' Lransgendereci: onen abhreviate<l TO, more accurately 
describes our communi ty, and usually without 01e negative e l~
mems. Consider a name lilce ETGS (Educational Tr4nsgcndcrcll 
Support) a possible choice t11aL deviates only slightly from the 
original name. We realize the exisling:name has atradirion. and iC1. 
always painful to make such a change. hut we are ~eek.ing. your 
thoughts on t11is mauer. 

Although not exaclly an outreacll issue. l want to mention a 
problem we· ve encountered reaching some of our own members. 
Firsti whenever you move don' t forget to let us know your new 
address; we can' t reacll you if we cau't find y.ou. Also. several 
members use a PO box ro receive lheir ETVC mailing. This causes 
no problem unless tbe name you a~k us to use in you( mailing 
address is not alsoknown by your post office. In this cac;e the post 
office is very arbitrary in its delivery: sometimes you ' re lucky and 
mail is delivered to your PO hox. but more often it 's returned to us. 
This is doubly frustrating because you are deprived of your mail. 
aud we have no way to let you know lhis is happening. fl 'sall right 
to use an alternate name if you give hotl1 names to your post office: 
or ask if they will accept all mail addressed to your box; but please 
don'tuseamaiJing namenfMaryif your post officeonlyknows you 
as Joe. 

There are several exciting ETVC efforts tO get involved in. Let 
our committee cbairsknow your area,; of interest I knnw they will. 
be glad to hear from you. Please contact me at or 
write lo Sandra at the ETVC address about yow· interest in any 
ETVCou1reacll activities. I welcome yourrcsponi-e; we need your 
help. 



Thoughts and Advice on 
Transitioning 
By Jennifer Alexander 

On April 13. ETVC' hosted a Big Sister panel discussion 
which included three male to female trausscxuals. I was one of 
the panelists. The speakers included one girl who had been 
living full-time for quite R while, anolher that was about two 
years in1q her transit.ion and myself, who had just finished her 
first year. 

The purpose wac; to share information about our experiences 
and snmc of tbe Lhings lbal olber individuals in our situations 
may encounter - and hopefully m give advice about what 
someone entering uansition can expect. The discus.$ioll', 
centered on our 1ransition iulo tbe work place and also blending 
into society a, a woman. The other panelisL, gave excellent 
advice and had wonderful comments. Because lam terrible at 
repeating exactly what olher~ say, I' II keep Ibis focused on my 
own experiences. Here arc rome thoughts on the reality of wbat 
may confrollt you if you are considering this wonderful step in 
life. Transitioning is not eac;y, ft talces a lot of work. Itis kind 
ol like a kid learning to walk. They fall down a lot. J3 ut after 
awhile, they learn 10 take a few steps and t11en, before you know 
ii. Lhcy an: running. That is kind of how I fell and how my life is 
going. There is a lot t() learn. 

I really wanted 10 just hlend into sociely as a woman and had 
to learn a total package of new behaviors to help me in my 
Lransition: bow to tlre~s appropriately, feminine deporunem, how 
10 wear my hair, change my voice, and cope wilh facial surgery, 
hnnnone and 0 U1erlypes of therapy, and many 0U1er little 
details. 

For me, obtaining a job ac; a woman was my graduation and it 
really helped me to more smoolhly transition into my new world. 
It contributed greatly to my self-esteem. 

r personally interviewed and got hired as a woman. It was 
difflcull hut possible. I wallled to be known as Jennifer the 
woman. not .Jennifer 1.he transsexual 'luis took a lot of work. T 
<lid ran down a lot butnow things are much easier. Tbere are a 
couple of things I did thal really helped. 

First. J bad several genetic l'emaJe acquaintances who oot 
onl.)' were my friends but also greal coaches. They worked with 
me on what m wear, voice Lips and just bow to act as a woman. 
Their shared experience and help was and still is invaluable. 
Next, I had a lot of lranssexual friends wbo had already walked 
the path I wa~ going down. This provided me wilh a tremendous 
fou ndation of suppon, help and encouragement Then, there was 
my own de1enninatio1t 

And g uess what - it worked! 

I now have blended so well into society as a woman it is just 
incredihly hard to believe . .So, from my view, finding some 
genetic girl friends, having a close support group of others who 
have suc1.,-essfully transitioned and staying committed despite 
setbacks are what helped me lo get lo this point in my life. It 
was hard and I still make mj:;takes and fall down, but I get right 
hack up and continue to walk into a world where I have never 
hce11 happier ill my life. 

Hey! What's So Funny About A 
Guy In A Dress? 
Veronica Smith 

Erin Souza, Ralph Judd, Tiffany Woods and a small crowo 
showed up on Wednesday. March 10 al Ki.Jn<>'s for an Education 
Seminar on transgeode-ri:,,m imd humor. 

Ralph Judd started off the evening with a brief history ofMTF 
theau-ical transvestism. Since women originally were no1 allowe<,I 
to act, young men played all comic and tragic females. When lhc 
prohibition against actresses wa.s finally lifted, men cimtinue<l 10 

play women, butwereusually restricted to CQmedy However. fr(lm 
the 1870s 10 the 1930s, comedic drag perfonner!I ranged widely 
from the slapstick to the glamorous. 

A disturbing addition took place since the 1940s: men in <lrac"
were increasingly sinister (e.g., Freebie and I.he Bean, Dressed LO 

Kill, Silence of the Lan:ibs). Only recently have there been film:; 
which portray non-villainous. non-comedic men who enjqy dress
ing up. 

Responding to the question of !he current opporlunitics for TO 
comics, Tiffany thought that, though there were some well-known 
drag performers like Dame Edna and Ruf>aul, opportunitieii' were 
still somewhat limited. But :-.be was confident that good comic.~ 
would find their audience. And Erin commented lhat success in lifr 
aud success on stage are analogous: present yourself well and you 
are accepted. 

Ralph Judd commented that during various migrations into Ult' 

U nited States, lhe previously c1,mhlished ethnic groups made fun or 
more recent immigrants. Eventually, lhe newer groups developed 
a specific humor about their ~ituation as a coping mechanism to the 
bias against them. Tbat the transgeudered were he ginning to appre
ciate their specific humor was; nealthy, said Dr. J udcL and a sign or 
growing freedom. 

Seahorse Medical Clinic 
Pnmarv (:":ire- and Internal Mediciue for People 

nf All Genders.C'utLurt.','>.and Sexual Onentalions 

Joy Diane Shaffer, MD 
Dip!.LJmate, American Boord of Intemal Medicine 

Member. Gay & Leshian Medical Associa1ion 

Phone: (408) 292-1078 E-Mail: scahorsemc@aol.com 
1570 The AJameda, Suite 215, San Jose , CA 95126-2305 

Mildred L. Brown, Ph. D. 
SEX THERAPY & EDUCATION 

GENDER IDENTITY COUNSELING 

TRUE SELVES 
Und.cna;:111Jia.r.1·r.rn~:\ualism For 1:;;10111:i:.s. friend~. 

Cowot1ccrs. a:nd Hclpmg r rofo:!<i.$1011~1~ 

$25.00 Haritoovor 

(408) 249-2205 
!()() 11ollnnfRd .. Siute B2ll7. I.us G:no,;,CA 95030 

'----
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r------------------, 
What's Your Opinion! 
As you bavc read in earlier columns of this issue of the 
Channel. one of the items discussed by the Executive Com
mi11ce at our recem Retreat was wheL11er or 1101 we should 
~hangc the name of" our organization to somelhing more 
definitive than ETVC which would mo(e clearly identify us 
as a transgender organiza1ion. 

The Executive Committee Lhought this would bea good idea 
forpurpo~es of outreach and general ideulification and voted 
to present this to lhe memhership via the newsleller. request
ing your input on the su~ject. 

Please drop us a nme amwering Lhe following 4uestions: 

L Do you favor a name change? Yes __ No __ 

2. 1f Yes, what new name would you suggest we use? 

New Name ______________ _ 

'.t Tf No, plea.~e explain hriefl y why nOl'. 

Thanks for participating. Please send your answers, sugges
tions and conunenLo; to: ErVC Opinion PO Box 426486 San 
Francisco, CA 94142-6486 L------------------~ 
Specializing in work with the 

Transgender Community 

Luanna L. Rodgers, Mi\ MFCC 
Licensed Marriage, Family & Child Counselor 

Individual Psychotherapy • Couples & Family Counseling 
Gender • Sexuality 

Call & Let's Talk! 

Gain knowkdge, information, 
self-respect and support. 

1609 Church Street 
$an FranciKO, CA 9'413) 
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Telephone: 
(415) 641-8890 

Your Walk Can Be 
More Feminine 
by Sandra Brewer 

On May 22nd, ahou1 1wo dozen of ui:; cm1vened at Kimo' :- 11, 
gain some valuable techniques f6rexprcssiug ourJemininity whill' 
walking, bending, and sitting. Augusta Moore. our mentor for UlL' 

evening. has performed in the San Francisco Ballet and ns a 
runway model. She has heen a judge at our C'otillions. and i1 
doesn't seem possible it's hecn eight years sii1ce she gitvc some n i 

us tips on walking at the 198<) 11 :oE Convention in .SanJhm.:isc11. 
Just watching her move is a ksson in femlniniry . 

Our members E laine, Paula, Nam:y, .Janet. Andrea. and .lmu1 
were the first to come forward when Augusta a.,;ked for volunteer, 
to demonsuate their walking and gain :-()me rips firs I.band. tier tir~L 
tip wa-. to dress comfortably enough to allow yourself' to brcat11e 
easily when you walk. An exercise lO belp you loosen up is to 
propel yourself by doing U1e twist with both feet while keeping 
your posterior extended ru1d y1iur tor1-o upright: this can he exag· 

gerated during practice Lhcn made more ~uhtle once it become~ 
flu id . 

Keeping your arms and an.:essories do:-e to yvur lmuy. ,u1d 
your knees close wgcthcr maintains a feminine prcsem.:e. To 
main1ai11 stability, your wdgh1 :-.hould he transferred :;olidly from 
the heel to d1e ball of your root oneaci1 slep: pushing upon the heel 
w raise U1e llil> adds a feo1ioinc inyle. Pulling back U1e shoulder:-. 
while allowing the space under the rihs 10 :-often crcate:-a fernin.inr 
vulnerability. Nearly all mO\'emenls 1ha1 revea.l a vulncrahili1, 
sugges~ femininity. 

Carrying your purse at a uun l'onablc height against your hody 
with your hand resting loosely on mp of it displays a very na1uml 
look. It is a good id.ea co keep a purse as light a<. po!t"ihlc. an(I ", 
change H from side 10 i;ide 10 .-;pare your hack nver a long pe1iod 
of Lime. 

There is no one right way to sloop IO pick up an item: hu1 10 
maimain a feminine appearance c.lUJiog tbis act you should avoi<I 
placing your feet too far apar1. A gracefu l hending or the knee, 
wllile extending your hody and nm Just y()Ur anns is usually vcr,, 
elegant. 

Elegant sitting is accomplished hy gracefully lowering your
self inLo your seat, t,eing careful not 10 Jet your panties hcwrnt' 
visible in the process. and gently leaning forward and sLretcl1ing 
your torso before rising . Finally. whensrauc.ling find a comfortahlc 
position with your hands close to your hody, prererahly 111)1 on Lhc 
hips as this extends the elhow~. Try different cmoti<lllal feelings H 1 

express your most outward and elegant teminine self. 

TE.LE.PHONE. (4 15) 922-9240 

DR. LIN FRASER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

MFC 8288 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

2538 CALIFORNIA STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 941 15 

Fax: (415) 929-8771 email: 



Confessions of a Straight Girl 
By Andrea Drane 

Geuing your driver's license in your chosen name which will 
rellect your tme gender is just one of the many exciting and 
meaningfu I cveurs in the transition process. It pretty much marks the 
,tart of tJ1e "real life test" for most of us, and the beginJ1ing of an 
1ntercsling chain of evenL<; (but that's another story, .. ) It is also often 
the lin;t time that wedeaJ with ·•officialdom" en femme, and that does 
t~·nd I() add its share of anxiety andcballenge. With that in mind and 
( >n the ~dvi?e of_~everal of my "big sisters," l made my appoinunem 
at the Sa11 hanc1sco DMV. They had assured me that the personnel 
U1cre ··sec- U1iskin<1 of thing al I the lime" and lbatl wouldn't have any 
unpleasant experiences. Witb my completed "standard" change of 
name fnnn and signed DMV Fonn OL-328 (Name and Gender 
Change) in band, I was ready ... or so r u10ugllt. 

Friday morning, October 4Ul. Dressed in my best business 
woman'1- suit, I arrived at the DMV well before my scheduled 
appointment time and found aparkingspaceafte.ronly a few circuits 
nf the parking lot. Feeling that I was off co a good s tart, I made one 
Ja.-;1 ..:heck ofmy appearru1ce and all my paperwork, and proceeded to 
_walk confidcnlly inside and up m the "Appointments only" window. 
!be DMV clerk there wa~ nil.:e enough, but she had apparently never 
, cen a Fom1 DL-328. After pw.zling over it for a minute or so, she 
1:alled lhe supervisor who looked at the fonn, looked at me, smiled, 
~1011 iniliale<l tl1e form and instruc.ted the clerk on how to proceed. 
fhe knol of anxiety that had t>een forming in my stomach slowly 
-.u hsidcd as she srartcd euterin gm y infonnation in 01e DMV comput
er).. Suddenly, another puzzled look carne over her face as the other 
DMV dcrks hegcU1 looking up from rheir screens, ca~Ung questing 
glances around at their co-workers .. and the supervisorS began 
making their rou11d<;. All the terminals were frozen . nothing was 
going through. 

This l~ nbt an omen ... This is 1101 an omen, .. Disaster! Nothing like 
being thrown unceremoniously into U1e deep end yow-first timeout. 
St ill, 1 kept mycomposure-ifl could survive Lhis, then 1 could survive 
anyU1ing. Aftera11hourofwaiting,hopingandncrvousgl1:1J1cesatthe 

ELECTROLYSIS 

PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 

Jano Bogg 

REGISTERED ELECTROLOGIST 

North Berkeley/Albany location 

(510) 527-9060 
by appoinlment 

BREAST FORMS 
SILICON EXTERNAL PROSTHESIS 

Best Prices 
''M naiural a~ a woman':: breast" 

P.O. Box:9962, Berkeley, CA 94709 

(510) 527-9060 
by appointment 

REBECCA AUGE, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist 
License PSY 6644 

3637 Grand Avenue, Suite C 
Oakland, California 94610 
(510) 835-9820 
Email: 

Individual and 
RelatTonship 

Therapy 

Gender Issues 

Life Transitions 

Psychological I Skills 
Assessment 

clock, ~e head supervisor announced that the computers bad crashed 
s1atew1de, would be down for the rest of the day. and would we plea-.;~ 
all come backou Monday. Twas so disappointed-ancllhad all these 
celebratory plans for Ule weekend. Sigh. 

~onday morning. Octoher 7th. Dressed iI1 my second he~t 
business woman's suit, l arrived at lbe DMV shortly before the sw1 
of business and found a parking space after only a few circuits of Lhe 
parki~g lot. fighting off strong feeling$ of deja vu. l proceeded to 
walk ms1de and up to the ··Appoinunents- only" window. durchirHr 
my "go to the head ~1f the Line" pa_"s from Friday. A dirterem DMV 
clerk greeted me, and ea,;ily understood all nfm y paperwork - oft to 
'.'11other ?~ start. l began to relax a~ she started typing my 
mfonnanon mto the DMY computer~. untilapu.z.zled look came over 
her face as the otherDMV clerk:,; hegan lookingupfrom their screen:-. 
casting questioning glances around at their co-worker:,;, and lht: 
supervisors began making their round<; . Al I the terminals were fr< >7cn 
- again! 

This is not an omen ... This is not an Qmen ... Having experienced 
Friday's debacle, I was more annoyed and dismayed than panicked. 
and more than a little indignant, too. Fortunately the crash was local 
~d twenty minutes later the OMV computers were back up. Ten 
mmutes after that I bad my temporary license and my picture and 
thumibprint bad been taken. I had finally arrived' 

MY story doesn't quite end there. though. December came aJonu 
wiUl no l)'ign of my :Picture license. and my temt)Orary license wa~ 
about to expire. I inquired an.he DMV, wa~ told that my application 
was '"still being processed". and was issued a 60-day extension 10 my 
temporary license. Itwa•-almost ilie end nf January and :-ix clays until 
my extension _wa'i to expire when the coveted envelope from the 
D~V arnved m my mailh<.lx. A mixture of gleeful anticipation and 
abJec1 _terror filled my mind as I opened the envelope and braced 
myself to look.at my 11ew ··mug shot". There is a goddes.~ after all -
smiling hack at me wa,; trulhfully the hest picture I had.ever taken '. 
I innne?iately went over to Ule local Safeway just so I could pay for 
~omethmg · anything - by check. But wouldn't you know - U1ey had 
installed uew cbeck reader machines at each register and no one 
needed or warned to see my heautifuJ new picmre license. 

The Uninvited Dilemma 
A Question of Gender 
by 
lGm Elizabeth Stuart 
Research Supplement available separately. 

MetamorPhous Press 
PO Box 10616, Portland, OR 97210-0616 
Toll Free 1-800-937-7771 Fax (503) 223-9117 

JULY-AUGUST, 1997 1 1 



OTHER VOICES 

Or her Voices is a 11ewsle1rer within 
the EI'VC newslerrer by and for 

Signij1ram Others. Send lerrers and 
anir:le.s to: Other Voices. c/o ETVC. 

PO Box 426486, 
San Fmncisco, CA 94142-6486. 

A Significant Other on the 
Queen Mary 
by Patty Bannon 

I decided to go along with my parmer to the combined 
California Dreamin'-Califo:mia Unity IFGE Convention in 
Long Beach which took place on the Queen Mary from April 
16 to April 20. This was the firs t national gender convention 
we had ever aHended and I fell very lucky 10 be able 10 lake 
part in tile Wives and Couples Group meetings that were 
facilitated by Sandra Cole, PhD. 

Dr, Cole has been a gender counselor in the Midwest for 
over fourteen years, and it was wonderful for me to bave the 
opportunity to lis ten 10 ber speak on wives and couples issues 
in the gender community. 

Throug11our tile week my parmer and I learned how 
imponant loving, respecting and being patient with each other 
was in a r elationship with a cross dresser or for that macter in 
any re lationship. Dr. Cole also emphasized the need for 
couples 10 lis1en 10 one another and ro botb hear and act on 
each olber' s needs. She was great and very inspiring. I would 
love to hear her speak again some day. 

We also 11ad a lot offun on the beautiful Queen Mary. W e 
were both happy we went to this Convention and hope we will 
.have ac11ancc 'lO go again in the future. 

Should We Go Along? 
by Ginny 

ft was good to read that Patty a:nd Jennifer had a fun and 
worthwhile excursion to Southern California at the California 
Uniry Gender Convention in Long Beach. These national 
conventions nave become very popular over tbe years, and for 
good reasons. First of aJl, it gives the cross dresser a:n 
opponuuity 10 express bis femininity by dressing as a woman 
for 011 extended period or time. He can pot on bis nail polisb 
at.rd actually leave it on for a few days, living the fantasy all 
day and night long. Secondly, there is an opportunity to meet 
so many other truly lovely people who are cross dressers and 
share Ills concerns and his needs 10 projec t bis U1Je self and 
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help free him from 1he long years of guilt ru1d repres~ion. Thb 
enables him to p ut a ll the 1:artls on t.he tahk. examine them a11<l 
mayhe cvcu decide what clirection he might' travel to fmd his 
personal happiness. 

These conventions really Jo so much It) help get 
organizations and 1,upport grnup1, for transgcndcrcd p1:oplc 
ne tworking. They are a forum for sharing infonnation, making 
resource material avai lahlc and huilding a s\rongcr communi \~ 
Best of all, these conventiom can he a 101 of fun . TI1ey often 
take him to auothcr c ity where no one will recogni~c him even 
if tbey read him, so he can take advantage of the planned tour~ 
of the ci ty, go shopping at one of the malls en femme. or just 
a ttend all the sessions in the botel. lt' s his l.'hoice and al I U1c~c 
activities are confidence builders . 

These are j ust a few of many good rea~ons the cross dres/'ier 
should consider attending gender cmiventions. Our question, 
however, is whether lhe Significant Other should go with him. 

In my opinion, the answer t:an only be a resounding YES!! 
Why do I feel so strongly about this'? One of the reasons is 
explained in Patty Bannon' s article on lhis page. Patty found H 

helping professional at California Unity, Dr. Sandra Cole, who 
touched her emo tionally and reached inwardly to her. enabling 
ber to understand I.ht: true hai-ics of any successful relationship 
- respect, paLience, liscening 10 one aiw ther and, of course, 
love. Dr. Cole wa.<; abk to show P<11ty how 10 act on lhe~c ha~ic 
nee ds in a cmssdressing relationship. laying the fou ndation for 
this twosome for a positive future together. These are important 
reminders to help us deal with the rcalitie,; or our live:-. They 
"jump start" us ro apply our new knowledge 10 Ille complex 
issues racing us every day. 

Other reason:s 10 go along - you mt:t:l im.:retlihly speciaJ 
people and get to know them and tJ1eir loving partner.;. You 
share your feelings openly nnd honestly in workshop seminars 
with your peers - 0 1J1er wives w1d SO's al l at different levels iu 
learning to cope with living the u·am,gender lifrstyle . all 
facilitated by gender counsdors or wives whc,1 are leaders in our 
community. You dfacover you are not alone and that witJ1 a few 
adjusunents and compromise:-. wifb your parmei:. you can make 
it work. 

They usually have Lours. or tl1e cily for Umse wllO don'l wish 
to spend the whole 1ime in rbe botel. lt can he a vacation away 
Crom the kids and a time for you to feel pretty lUld dress up, too. 
There is usually a benefit ot' ~ome kind (casino. show, clam.i11g. 
etc.) one nigJu and a wonderful awards banquet on Saturday 
nigh!. All lunches and dinners. bave genninely interesting 
speakers and just U1e camaraderie of enjoyiug this expertence 
with others and watching other couples interact \s worth hcing 
tbere. 

Most of all you· ve made your rransgendered parmer very 
proud to have you on bis arm. He loves you and he wants to 
snare his opportunity to express his femininity witb you. Wilen 
you go nome you can now communicate with him about this 



,tdventure and discuss the people you have met and your 
feelings about them j usl as you do your neighbors or your 
friends at church. You iww know what is going on at U1ese 
conventions. what he is doing and who be is talking -about 
he<.:ause you were lhere. It creates a special bond, allowing a 
new now of understanding and consideration between you. 

Tf you can open up your hearr wide enough to just uy to 
accept t11is special pan ut him, me wanntll of biS sheer joy can 
engulf you and bring back lhe magic in your lives. This can 
only happen if you let ir happen by breaking down the barriers 
huilt by lhe fear of th.is unknown "beast." A national 
convention, where everyone JuJJy unde.rslall<IS what your 
eoncems aud problems are, is a very good place to begin. I urge 
you co make it a plane reservation for two next time, have fun, 
and watch what happens! 

Just a quick note to once 
again "beg" for 
hostesses for our 

Significant Other 
Support Group 
meetings. We have 
heen depending on 
three generous ladies, 
Julie, Wilhebnina and 
Elrune for a couple of 
years now and it would 
seem it might be time for someone else to step forward and 
offer some relief. It's not difficult to hold a meeting. It 's for 
one night every three months from 7:30 to 10:00 PM, with a 
couple of crackers, some cheese and a soft drink to share. The 
import.am work is to listen and care and try to help significant 
others who have just leamed of their partner's ttansgenderism 
to know what it is about aud ways they can deal with this in 
their relationship. You know what is needed - it was lhere for 
you - won't you be there for someone else? Please call meif 
you will helplllllllllllll. 

Also, a last minute reminder . A convention just for you and 
you alone (he can come along, but be can't cross dress.) Attend 
lhe SPICE convention in Southern California (Ontario) on July 
16-20. See their ad (The Fifth Annual Spouse's & Partners' 
lnternational Conference for Education) for information on this 
page. The ladies who organize lhis event are loving individuals 
who l'm sure can help you with your problems. Give it a try 
you'll be glad you did. 

Renew Yourself! 
Renew Yo r Relationship! 

July 16-20 Ontario, California 
Write: Dr. Peggy Rudd 

Box 5304, ~1-5304 
Call Diana - Pacific 

ELECTROLYSIS 
Permanent Hair Removal 

* Complimentary Consuha1 ion 
it Men & Women 
* Private Office 
it Days. E\cnings, Saturday by appl. 
* Shoriwave, Gal'"ani<.:, Blend and 

Amelia Jame~ 1 . 1 p b Tc . 
RegisLered Mu tip c ro e cch111que. 

ElecLrologist 707-526-4826 
• 2700 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95401 ♦ 

Explore Your Freedom 
of Expression 

NEW 
LOCATION! 

CROSSERS 
The Full Service 

Salon for 
Cross Dressers 

T.V. & T.S. 

make-up sales & lessons 
jewelry • nails 

wig sales • shoes 
clothing & accessories 

FRIENDLY AND DISCREET STAFF 
to se1Ve you 

Call for information 
(408) 377-7555 

1490 Camden Avenue., Campbell, CA 95008 
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6• tke \O~ith Debra 
by Debra Darling 

Hi! ... Meagain! I'mtoldthiscolumn 
, is enjoyed by many, and I am glad 

of that. I hoped that by sharing my 
adventures out in !he world, others 
will follow who in tum may en

couragemore co join us. They too, 
will meetmanypeopleout '' there," reach

ing-out by doing in a never en ding circle of 
outreach fuu. 

I've been writing about my travel experiences on the West 
Coast., and even though Seattle is home, I've m et some wonderful 
people there in the last month so 1 decided to include them in my 
article. 

I flew home from IFGE as Debra, wearing a tasteful, cream 
colored skirt suit from Nordstrom's. I met som e wonderful people 
on each plane (I changed planes in Portland) and we talked all the 
way up the coa~t. Apparently I was noticed at the airport in. 
Portland, as a week later while out on the town, after the Prom, 
wearing a drop dead black strapless satin gown, a couple came up 
and asked me if it was me they had seen in Portland the Sunday 
before. It is great to be noticed, and then accepted. 

I arrived at home long before dark to a neighborhood populated 
equally by children and yuppies. My wife was not taken by m y 
choice of attire and had a few words. If this happens to you, 
remember, your activity is often seen as a threat to the nest! 

<Wi[fi£[min.a c:fl/(. !B£in1-

Feminine Image and 
Gender Transition Consultant 

• SHOPPING, MAKEUP, FASHION 
COIFFURE, AND ETIQ~ETTE 

• REFERRALS TO OTHER 
SERVICES 

• EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

• ALL IN PRIVATE AND 

NURTURING SETTINGS 

<::Now i/z. ~a.n g.,_ancuco a/; 

(415) 931-0478 
!By df-ppolhtm.::rd c!Jnfy 
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Anyway, she had a point, and we both decided I should seek a war 
to indulge myself withour involving the neigbhors. Thus hcgan " 
wonderful adventure. 

l began to explore options for an "in tbe city closet." I already 
used my hoat on occasion. but living out of a suitca-;e permanently 
was not appealing. Then I found the ad - a suite of offices in an 
industrial building ne-ar downrown where the occupants did 1101 

need the extra space. r met them, in1roduced !hem to Dehra. and 
arranged a rental. ltis great. I have my own ''office," and they keep 
an eye on things when ram not around. ft ha.~ worked so well thc11 

another sister has rented the office across the hall. 
The owner received a caU just after I finished describing what 

I am and what I do . Asked if tbe place bad a dress code. she 
answered that they do indeed - •'a dress was certainly appropriate ... 
I got to met another tenant. a private eye. His only comment, as he 
peered over my shoulder, paq1 the towering hlond hair, "'Gee! You 
really havea lorof clothes." [told him it calces a lorof dres/iesro keep 
a girl happy. 

The next day I was speaking at a local college. The owner 
wanted to meet Debra in that guise as well, so she and her s taff were 
introduced to Misty, the drag queen . Misty's outfil started witli 
fishnetS and psychedelic neon blue platform heels with eight inch 
spikes, a ruffled black and white tuxedo body ~uit, white lace 
gloves, and towering pink hair from Hollywood Boulevard. 

While in that outfit. I wandered outside 10 my car. An eighteen 
wheeler s topped beside me and the cJrive.r got out. ·'He.re we go.' ' 
I thought, but all be wanted was directions. He never balled an eye 
at me, although he did spend a lot of ti.me staring at my legs . 

Now I spend as much time as T can down at my new digs. Ju~, 
me, the detective, a sister, the landlord and her staff, and thousands 
ofl ongshoremen and truck driven, Heaven indeed . 

Patricia 'J{fil@mura 
ELECTROLYSIS & SKIN CARE 

State Licensed Aesthetician & Electrologist 

Jane :A{jzkfl,mura 
State Licensed Aesthetician 

European Facials 
• Glycolic Treatments 
• Full Makeovers 
• Waxing/Full Body Waxing 

Electrolysis 
• Private & Confidential 
• Disposable Probes 
• Desensitizing/Blend Method 
• Reasonable Rates 

Call For Appointment 

(408)371-0488 
Across from Hamilton Plaza 
1645 So. Bascom Ave., Campbell 



On the Town ... with Darcy Leopard 

In Search of a Venue by Darcy Leopard 

Thedesireforanewsocial venue 
has been something commonly 
expressed by our membership. 

In response to this, lhavesta.rted "Venue 
Search Excursions," w.bere a small 
group of us visil several potential ven
ues in an evening. These are scheduled 
on Thursdays, our standard EOM so
cial weeknigllt, iu order ro simulate 
wbat it would be like when our club 
would meet there. I am bappy to report 
that our first search excursion was loads 
of fun, and yielded some promising 
possibilities. 

The first place we visited is called "EI Rio" It iS located just 
south of Cesar Chavez Street at Mission. People have expressed 
hesitancy to me about meeting in the Mission district, but lbis 
section felt reasonably safe. 

'Bree, Bre,1da (aka Didi Mau), and myself entered the establish
ment around 8:30 PM. Walking past the bat on our left and the 
shuffleboard table on our ri.ght, we found our current VP Leslie, our 
reigning Miss ETVC Dale, Lulu and Social Co-Chair Everett
Evette, Leslie had been the first to arrive. She expressed to us how 
comfortahle she felt there even when alone. She hadn't seen the 
entire facility yet. so I proceeded to give her a tour. 

The hack of the bar ha~ a cozy section sporting two pool tables 
and a jukebox. Behind this area is a sunl<eo. outdoor patio, 
furnished with benches and planter-boxes oriented to create several 
conversation areas, some of which are canopied by trees. Returning 
from the patio U1rough another door, there is another separateroom 
with its own small har. Bands usually play in this space on 
weekends, hut the room wa.<; vacant this evening. 

Leslie and l returned to the har to find our friends chatting with 
the regulars. Brenda, Dale and Bree were talking with a genUeman 
who was an off-duty bartender" He was going out of bis way to 
welcome us, even buying us drinks! He gave us 1he name of the 
owner, and expressed that the back area was available for rental. 

I ended up chatting with a fliendl y woman in a cowboy hat who 
was tipsy enough to be sltirring her speech. Slleshared with me that 
she was a lesbian, and expressed frustration tbat there were not 
more lesbian venues in tlle city. I told her of our group's similar 
pcedicament, allowing us to relate on tllis topic. 

After spending an hour or so at El Rio, we said good-bye and 
headed for the next stop on our itinerary, Cat's Grill. It is located 

'l{_fi.ytft. 'M.ystress 

@wl,CY, fPeoju;vta 
Certified Massage Therapist 

at Eighth and Folsom Street<; in the Sourh of Market Area. This l!-. 
a popular spot with the nightclub crowd, and very spacious. The 
main area has a long, ornate bar. a dimly lit seating area. and a small 
stage for perfonnances. Bebind this area is another room which 
houses a large dance floor, DJ Booth, another bar. and a raised 
seating area next to the dance tloor. 

We started with a drink in the clac;sy front bar, and met the 
bartender who gave us the cluh owner's name. Later, we adjoumed 
to the back area to listen to the exceptional sound system and do a 
little dancing. Looking around, I could easily envision having our 
meeting functions here in lbe earlier part of the evening, followed 
by dancing later on. After Cat· s Grill, we cruised over to our final 
destination for the evening: a Tiki bar called The Lilo Lounge. This 
is an almost brand new e-srahlisbment located in the Potrero Hill 
neighborhood, and it features an adjoining restaurant serving excel. 
lent Thai food. 

We seated ourselves amongsr a couple of rabies, and were 
quickly attended to by a very friendly waitress. We noticed lhattbi~ 
venue attracted a slightly dressed-up, cb~rful crowd, willl a 
notable percentage of attractive young females. After awhile, one 
of these females, a pretty young blonde, walked towards us tenta
tively and introduced herself. 

"I've been trying to work up my courage to come over and speak 
with you ladies," she began. ''You all look so nice. I just bad to meet 
you!" Of course we welcomed her with broad smiles, and pro
ceeded to chat with herabout the usual girl-stuff, such asclotbes and 
makeup. 

After awhile, another young woman, this time an attractive 
brunette, came up to visit. She evidently was obsessed with Dale 's 
wig, and ended up socializing with Dale, Leslie and Lulu for at least 
an hour. 

Brenda, in the meantime, was hitting it off well with two couples 
seated next to us. Bree and l complimented her social graces for the 
evening, and then proceeded to tease her that the credit for lb.is 
partly belonged to us. We had insisted at the onset of the evening 
Ulat sbe button-up her blouse. at least one notch above her usual 
choice of tbe solar plexus leve I. She bad begrudging! y agreed after 
much badgering, concerned lbat thi~ represented her decline into 
selling out. 

Later on in tile evening, a gorgeous gal wearing a snuggly
looking leopard vest arrived and seated herself in the m.idclle of !he 
room. Of course I had to go up to her and compliment her fashion 
statemenr! I proceeded to convince Brenda to create a Mr. Magic 
style paper rose that I could give her as a present. Then I walked 
over and presented the rose wrapped in one ofmy massage business 
cards, pointing out that her vest, my blouse, and the last name on my 
card all had something in common. Although this broughi a big 
smile to her face, she still ha.<;n't called abou1 a massage. Oh well. 
a girl can dream, can't sbe'? 

~ 
• Results Oriented 

•12 yr experience with the gender community 
• Free consultation 

A safe, private atmosphere thar accommodates all 
levels of transitions & sensitive to gender needs. 

454-2366 
Other serv-ices available: 

Makeup application aud lessons. waxing, facials 
1010 Lootens Pl. #6 • Sa11 Rafael •CA• 9490L 
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Love is e;:ntbralling, let us drink its spell. 
Love is euphoric, let us drink from its well. 

Love is exciting, Jet us thrill to its touch. 
Love is en1rancing, can we love too much? 

L ove is eternal, let us journey through time. 
Love is enfolding, let us waltz to its -rhyme. 

Love is expansive, let us share with the world. 
Love is everywhere, waiting . . . 

By Andrea Drane, Winter 1997 

March 1997, "Mad Hatter's Social." Valerie, Toni, 
Lulu, Dale, and Suzie. 

Discreet shopping for 
TV /Cross-Dressers, Transsexuals, 

Swingers and Fantasy People . 
French Maids & Adult Baby Clothes 

Platform Shoes, Sizes 5-15 
Thigh & Knee Boots, sizes 5-15 

Dresses, 3-26 • Accessories & Makeup 
Various Breast Forms, Including Silicone 

Exotic Lingerie & Corsets In All Sizes 
Mailing List & Various Catalogues Available 

50%0FF 
SHORT & LONG BEADED 

DRESSES -ALL SIZES 

Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-o; Fri. & Sat. 10-7; Sun. 11-6 
2644 Mission Street San Fnn<isco, CA 94110 • (415) 285-4980 

16 CHANNEL, The ETVC Newsletter 

BARE WITH US 
ELECTROLYSIS 

PERMANENT COSMETICS 
FREE CONSULTATIONS 

6449 THORNTON AVE. 
NEW ARK, CA 94560 

EVELYN BRUM . R.E. 
(510) 795-0500 

(Across Fn~n !liewark Pav1lim1) 

PAULA-JO HUSACK, M .A., M .F.C.C. 
LIC. #MFC27864 

Counseling, Psychotherapy & Consulting 
Individuals, Couples, Families, Groups 

1838 El Camino Real , Suite 203 
Burlingame, CA 94010 

(415) 343-4554 

ETVC Members - 10% Discount 
by appointment only 

bras bard to find sizes 
breast fonns certified fitter 

1117 South B SL, San Mateo• 415-574-2727 

Anne Vitale PhD PSY 1760 1 

Individual & Group Psychotherapy 
Specializing in gender issues since 1978 

Notes on Gender Transitiqn 
http://www.avit:ale.com 

610 D Street 
San Rafael CA 94901 

Victoria Studio 
206 Tamalpais Drive 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 

(415) 456-4452 

Electrolysis 
European Facials 

Face & Body Waxing 
Lash & Brow Tinting 

924-1457 

I 




