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ful. l was wearing a March on After the closing ice cream party, How does one respond to a 
Washington t-shirt and my room- he invited me to go swimming at question that, to their knowledge, 
mate and l were essentially trying Black's Beach (then a legal nude has never in the history of the 
out the same beds-alternately beach) to see the phosphorescence. world been asked before? My 
lying on several different mattress-We swam nude and then ran mind raced-I'm a girl, I've always 
es and subsequently discussing down the beach to warm up. As been a girl, I act like a girl, that's 
their various merits. we ran he got an erection.! put what I'll tell her. ''I'm a femme," I 

Eventually we both decided on my hand on his buns, pulled him said. It was the correct answer. 
the same style bed. My roommate into my arms, hugged him against She asked me to dance. 
then approached the salesman and me (also erect by then), and kissed We danced a slow dance, and 
told him which bed she wanted. l him. He immediately pushed me as she held me close, head to my 
said I wanted one, too. The sales- away and then exclaimed, ''Tom, bosom, I thought, "If I'm going to 
man had obviously figured out in I've come all over you!" It was the be a lesbian, it will be because 1 
the last fifteen minutes or so that first homosexual experience each want to be with a woman, not a 
we were lesbians and had said to of us had even had. That started a man, or pseudo-man, or a woman 
himself that he was going to be complex and torrid relationship who acts like a man, but because I 
cool about it, because at my words that has remained hot for over fif- want to be with a woman who 
his jaw just about dropped and he teen years-through my divorce, likes being a woman. So, if this is 
said, "You want TWQ?1" us living together, a 6,000 mile what being a femme attracts, I'll 

separation, other boyfriends and go butch because I want a 
A GLOWING REPORT CARD lovers, graduate school, and more. woman." 

A friend of mine confessed his Tom H11111phreys As a consequence of this first 
homosexuality to his father while Ho11ol11l11, Hawaii encounter, l wore my daddy's 
he was under sedation in a hospi- sport coats to the bars and acted 
ta!. The father was kind and SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE, MESA, tougher than l was, believing that 
accepting. But the next night he ARIZONA is what lesbians did to attract each 
showed up drunk, pulled the kid I came out in 1972 at age eight- other. It was two years before l 
out of the hospital, and drove him een, the product of a fundamental-realized l could just relax, be 
to a whorehouse in the Bronx. My ist upbringing in Mesa, Arizona, myself, and thereby become even 
friend cut a deal with the prosti- a suburb of Phoenix, the state more attractive to other women. 
tute, who gave him a glowing capital. I accompanied my new 
report card. best friend-my crowd's token GOING FOR THE GLORY 

faggot-to his favorite local gay l was almost out when I met 
ACCEPTABLE GRIEF bar. my first lover. We were best 

When an Indonesian friend lost The Sportsman's Lounge friends in high school and I 
his lover of fourteen years, he catered to rough trade and real always thought he was gay, and 
immediately proposed marriage to live dykes. I knew they were he always thought I was. One day, 
a woman he knew would reject dykes from all the diesel trucks he was in the shower and l was 
him. After she did, he was free to left in the parking lot. My bravery waiting in his room. He came out 
express his grief publicly-he had of walking into the bar did not of the shower wearing only a 
an "acceptable" reason to be mis- counteract my feeling of intimida- towel and holding another towel 
erable and ask for comfort. tion one ounce. As l surveyed the to dry himself off with. He posi-

scene, allowing my eyes to grow tioned himself on a chair so l 
BEACH BUNS accustomed to the darkness, I couldn't help but see his "glory." 

l was a married thirty-eight- noticed a short, fat, much older He dropped the towel and then 
year-old professor at the Universi-and drunker dyke approaching asked me if I wanted it. I said yes, 
ty of Hawaii. He was a twenty- me. She appeared to have written and we basically came out then. 
year-old student at the University the book, with her face, on rough But, to me I officially came all 
of California at Santa Cruz. We trade. She planted herself directly the way out when I was almost 
both attended a scientific confer- in front of me, looked me over nineteen. I was afraid of coming 
ence at UC San Diego. We had a from head to toe (I was at least a out because I had basically been 
nice lime getting to know each head taller than her), and put the taught that gaynes.s was gros.s 
other at the coffee breaks and meal question to me: "Are you butch or and gay people were the scum of 
times of the two-day conference. femmef' the earth. I also didn't want to lose 
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my masculinity and become a rack (bed)1 (We were only in tion with my lover for a sense of 
"fairy." bed-no hanky-panky.) self-worth ... all the time drink-

Eventually, I described my sta- While in the discharge process ing. 
tus as being "bi, but preferring from the USN, I met a gorgeous This past year I stopped drink-
men." But I wanted to get out of man in the library on base, also a ing and through active participa-
that in-between stage and figure submariner, also being dis- tion in Alcoholics Anonymous 
out if I was truly bi or gay. So, I charged-a completely honorable and the support of gay and 
did some deep soul-searching. In discharge. We went to a motel and straight AA members, many of the 
my mind I placed the finest had a great time. It was the first blocks to true identity are falling. 
woman you could ever imagine or for us both-twenty-two years I guess my coming out in this 
hope for on a big bed, naked and ago. town was finalized a month ago 
spread-eagle. I then did the same when I performed in the local pro-
with a man. I then asked myself, SKIP THE BIRTH CONTROL, duction of Harvey Fierstein's 
What would yo11 really do1 DOCTOR Torch Song Trilogy. And printed in 

Well, I asked the woman to It was summer. I had a gyneco- the program was a dedication of 
leave, because he and I were going logic exam and of co11rse the issue my performance to my partner. 
to be busy for awhile. So I then of birth control came up. I The sense of purpose in being in 
became gay to myself and tooth- answered, "Yes, I am sexually the play (a political and financial 
ers. active; no--1 don't use a form of risk in this town) was overwhelm-

I finally blew the doors off my birth control and no, I am not try- ing. I truly felt an affirmation of 
closet one day. I did what I ing to become pregnant." my own worth as an individual 
thought were the two sickest The doctor and I stared at each whose talents, in this case acting, 
things: I passionately kissed a other for a few seconds and then contributed to the affirmation of a 
man, and I dressed up in drag. I'm came the big question: "How are positive gay community. 
not saying I'm a drag queen, but you avoiding pregnancy?" For me the three landmarks in 
that release, being in touch with My heart was pounding and I my life so far have been-birth, 
the woman in me, just like women looked him right in the eye and coming out, and recovery. Recov-
have a little bit of men in them, told him I was a lesbian. Amazing-ery has let me be free to be who I 
was profound and the final touch ly neither of us fainted or dropped am: a complete individual who 
on my identity. dead. 1 was very surprised. He just happens to be gay. 

smiled and remarked that I saved 
WHATS THE MATTER WITH a bundle of money on birth con- QUICKIES 

ME? trol. limes when it's been great to be 
My favorite coming-out story I was eighteen, madly in love, out: 

was telling my friend of many and thought the world would • Managing a Ben & Jerry's and 
years (we'd been college sorority stand still when I came out. To having my fellow employees (all 
sisters). Her first response was realize that I wasn't one of the teenagers) pounce on anti-gay 
"Why tell me? I've always liked only two lesbians alive was disap- comments among new employees 
you but only as a friend." (Pn11ic.) pointing' It felt so magical-I was and customers before I can! 

After I said I had no personal sure my lover and I had invented • Having your mother and 
interest in her, her second something revolutionary. grandmother look for "nice boys" 
re ponse was "Why not? What's to pair you with. 
the matter with me?1" COMING OUT, COMING BACK • Having sales people enjoy 

"Coming Out" has been a long helping you with clothes and 
GOING DOWN WITH A and difficult process for me, large- make-up for a drag party. 
SUBMARINER ly due to twenty-one years of 

The US Navy and I discovered, active alcoholism. TEA ROOM TALE 

with certainty, my sexual orienta- My lover and I have lil'ed in I was twenty years old and had 
tion aboard a US Naval subma- our town for fifteen years. He has found that one place to have 
rine. The result was a General Dis- always been "out" and confident homosexual sex on campus (Uni-
charge under honorable condi- about that. 1 have, until recently, versity of Illinois at Urbana-
tions. My record up to the time of always identified myself as gay Champaign) was in public bath-
that lapse was flawless. Imagine, but lacked self-acceptance, relying rooms. This is where I met Paul. 
finding two sailors in the same on my relationship and identifica-He was the first "John" that actu-
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