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Men write the script, design the costumes, and di

rect the play. A female role is just as clearly a male crea

tion as is a male role. Unmask Marilyn Monroe and you 

will find Arthur Miller in drag. It's as cliche as two sides 

of a coin. Charles Atlas was created out of the aggressive 

feelings and the bathing beauty was created out of the re

ceptive feelings of the same male chauvinist. 
Most men project their desires to be receptive on 

women. Due to the oppressive nature of the female role 

in this society, a straight man can freely pretend to be 

Charley Hard-On when he feels assertive, but when he 

feels receptive. he must project his own desires to have 

big boobs and a friemlly cunt on his female companion. I 

believe that men live out these desires by using women 

as their "dolls." Aphrodite sprang out of Zeus' head, Eve 

was born from Adam's rib. the frog magically bet:ame a 

beautiful princess man's transexual fantasies are endless. 

Only the transexual man takes the responsibility for his 

own fantasy and becomes a "woman." 
Under stress, some males· desire to be receptive be

comes too great to be denied or projected, and they flip. 

Heads I win, tails you lose, the king becomes a queen. 

Only a man can be a woman! The queen comes from 

I'm twenty-three now 
But I won't be for long 
Day by Day, I'm growing older 

In a land where youth is a cult 
AmeriKKKa 

land of the free 
home of the brave 

And lam gay 

So 
I must try to know my youth 

and my aging 
What they mean now 
And what they will become 

AFTER 
THE 

REVOLUTION 

I see the older men 
on Christopher Street 

and I wonder 
I've heard they search for youth 

and will pay 

Does your age scare you? 
do you dye your hair' 

do you dress "young''? 
why' 

We live in a dymg nation 
an empire aging in his own shit 

which transmits his fear 
of age 

to all his citizens 

Nations young do not have power 
or money 

and are prostituted 
by the powered r,ch 

But the rich grow old and senile 

and the prostitutes arise 

Vietnam, the thin and short 
whose history 1s long 
but who 1s now young 
beats upon AmeriKKKa's door 

While inside 
the black houseboy 
comes to fight him too 

With his cousins 
Zambia, Lesotho, Rwanda 
(whose names he never knew 

but whose sperm replenished 

his aging, fattened arteries), 

conspire against him 

man's affirmation of his "woman" role, and not, as pop

ularly stated, from his scorn for a real woman. When a 

man becomes a woman, he feels the total weight of op

pression that the male chauvinist dumps on us as women. 

If you don't believe me, ask a queen out to lunch. 

At this time roles are not dearly understood and 

we need to fully explore the way that we use roles, and 

the ways that roles use us. Much is said about oppre sive 

roles. But is a role freely chosen the same as a role which 

is imposed upon us from above? The game of role playing 

seems to be popular among children. Ask Peanuts. We 

express our inner personality thru our outer appearance. 

Look in the mirror. Ain't that so Mr. Revolutionary? 

Docs a hip Venceremos Brigadeer look like Che or does 

he not? The female role is a man's expression or affirma• 

tion of another side of his nature. Let the sunshine thru. 

Men are more reluctant to discuss roles than wo

men. Perhaps the fact that little girls were able to dress in 

the costumes of the opposite sex and little boys were 

not indicates the extent of the pressures which have caus

ed all this male uptightness. I believe all children have a 

desire to try out every conceivable role around. Anyway 

I did. Since I wished to try out both sex roles, I'm assum-

Cuba, whom he once kept 
organizes all the other 
Latin boys 

Yes 
AmeriKKKa 

Fascist Babylon 
Norteamer,KK Ka 

Will Die 
And 

In his dying 
will be his birth 

The Phoenix of new youth 
risen from the ashes 

of age 
And 

In his deathbirth 
will be yours and mine 

As the Spirit of Youth 
spreads through all the people 

I am young and do not wish to 

Grow Old -- here/now 

I look to China 
older than any 

older than Rome 
older than Greece 

Yet now younger 
/ look at the pictures of her aged 

men and women 
And I see the faces of young lovers 

Eternal Youth? 
Perpetual Revolution! 
They are one. 

We search for the first 
I to stay 
And you to return 

Our search ends in 
picking up the gun 
and aiding those who do 

It may be public 
or it may be hiding 
(we gays are good at that) 

WE CAN BE TOGETHER 

-bob bland 

october 19, 1970-9 

ing so did my brother. My sister sometimes was a sailor, 

sometimes I was a cowboy, but never did I see my broth

er in a dress! What's it all about Alfie? 
How many males could tell you, but won't-or 

would tell you but can't-that one and only time they 

put on mother's high heels? Ask Alfie's father. The 

straight father's scorn and ridicule for women is clearly 

expressed when a boy tries to be a girl. Jerry Rubin and 

Abbie Hoffman, hippie and yippie, why did you dress in 

all those costumes, Indian drag, police drag, Uncle Sam 

drag, and never once cross the sex role boundary? You 

came so close to the point, and then you petered out. 

Just couldn't keep it up, hippie brother. 
When a man in our society grows his hair long, puts 

on a dress, and walks among us, she is in effect giving up 

his male privilege. She is not oppressing women, she is 

threatening men! The queen is the lavender menace to 

the male chauvinist. When every man is able to cross the 

sex role boundary, then and only then will women cease 

to be sex objects. The Gay Liberation movement should 

affirm and not deny the transexual in us all. Queens are 

in the vanguard of the sexual revolution. Come out now 

and avoid the rush! 
-pat maxwell (a transexual) / come out' 

Tuesday morning, some of the BIRD women nd 

some other women who had worked on the pecial 
Women's Festival i ue met with a guy on the BIRD 
who is into Gay Liberation. He criticized the women' 

issue as being sexist for not having had anything at all 

about lesbianism, male homosexuality, and the Gay Lib

eration Movement. We talked for a couple of hours about 

the oppression of homosexuals and lesbian all over the 

world, about how there never has been a political move

ment of lesbians and homosexuals in hi ·tory, about how 

homosexuality and lesbianism challenge straight concep

tions of ex roles, about the difficulties of organizing a 

political movement of homosexuals and lesbians even in 

large cities like New York, and about the relationship 

between the women's movement and gay liberation. We 

only lightly skimmed the surface of the ubject. 
Most of us at the meeting felt an wgency to re

spond to the criticism in this issue of the BIRD, especially 

since there are some articles on homo exuality in it. Mo t 

of us have thought (not consciously probably) of the 

readership of the BIRD as straight (since mo 't of us are) 

and have not been sensitive to the needs and oppre ion 

of our gay si ters and brothers. 
We were concerned about how to write anything 

though because all the women who worked on the wom

en's is ue were not present at the meeting. There is a 

meeting scheduled for Wednesday night to evaluate the 

women' i ue, but if we were to get anything into thi 

is ue, we had to decide before then. So those of us at 

the meeting decided to explain what had happened and 

run it, not as a definitive ·tatement, but a part of an on• 

going process. 
We feel that the omission of anything about homo

·exuality and le bianism was sexist and a :erious over• 

sight. At the first meeting to discuss the women' i ue, 

an article on lesbianism was ugge ted, but because we 

didn't our elve know any lesbians and we didn't want 

to run a reprint, it just never happened and none of u 

pu hed to make ute omething got in. 
We would like to ee a lot more in the BIRD 

about the nature of the oppre ion of I sbian and 

male homo exuals, their struggle for liberation, and 

how we can mvohe our elve in that truggle. We want 

and need the participation of our gay brother and i • 

ters so that we can all help and pu ·h each other. 
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