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TIME 
TO 
RELAX 
Chain· 
smoking 
Dr. 
Burou 
finds time 
for on 
occasional 
joke with 
his staff. 
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From PAUL HUGHES 
Casablanca. Morocco 

A FEW minutes' 
drive from t he 
crowded alleys· of 
the Casbah is the 
luxury clinic of 
Dr. Georges . 
Burou. 

In contrast to the 
melee ln the street 
market, where velled 
Arab women · barter 
with tradesmen, all Is 
peace and calm In the 
clinic otr the fashion
able Boulevard Prlnce 
Moulay Hassan II. 

The Cllnlc du Pare 
occupies three floors of 
the mo ct er n building 
overlooking the palms 
ot t h 1 s lnternatior.a.l 
ci ty. 

Thel'e are two operat-
. Ing theatres, 20 private 

wards. In each ware: 
there Is a decorat.ed 
white bed. floral curtains 
-and a draped crib. 

It was n e re L h a t 
former seam an April 
Ashley was operated on 
ten years ago to become 
a woma.n. 

The entrance to 13. 

() Sundar MJtrer, 1970. 

'We do our best 
to put nature's 
mistakes right' 

I 

Rue Capltame dt 111 f"rl· 
gate Lapcble. ls lmpres· 
slve· a pink stone facadi:. 
white marble stepS. the 
glass doors protected by 
a whi te painted grllle ol 
Moorish design. 

Thousands or men. like 
April Ashley have 
walked through that 
grilled door to be patients 
In the past fifteen years. 
Most left a fortnight 
later, happily convinced 
that they were women. 

The decision ot Mr. 
Justice Ormrod, w ho 
declared d u r l n g Miss 
Ashley's divorce action 
In the L o n d on Hl" h 
Court that she ls still 
legally a man. affect~ 
them all. 

Happiness 
DR. B U R 0 U IS the 
world's leading authorlly 
on the type of sex opera· 
tlons he performs. In 
qls blue· tiled operating 
t h e a t r e on the third 
floor or his estabUshment 
he told me: 

"The law ta thl! law, 
but when It does not 
take people's reel ings 

into account perhaps the 
law ls wrong. 

"I don't remember 
Miss Ashley ln partlcu· 
lar. It was a long tlme 
ago and I have done so 
many slmllar operations 
since then. But I know 
how she must feel aa a 
result of the Judge's 
d~cislon. 

"Every human bemg 
has the right to try t.o 
find happiness, and 1f 
people like Miss Ashley 
can find happiness by 
living and working as 
women why shouldn't 
they?" 

Sitting on nla blue. 
covered operating t~ble. 
under the glare of a g1anL 
lamp, Dr. Burou de
scribed the operation. U 
wa.s easy to reel th~ 
angul&h or the many men 
who had submJtted to 
ll-mputatlan, under hl8 
skilled fingers. of the un· 
wanted appendages oJ 
manhood. 

Dr. Burou told me ID 
rapid French: "I have 
perfected a method l 
Invented myself. Arter 
removing. the penis and 
tel>ticles I provide the 
patient with a vaginal 

cavity without taklna 
ak in !rom OLhtir par\4 Of 
the bqc!y. 

"IL la 11 11;reat advar.ce 
in thla sort of surgery. 
What can lawyers know 
llbout the motives that 
make people dream or 
having this operation?• 

The doctor ls a KJ'nae· 
cologlst - a special st In 
women's Illnesses and 
childbirth. His pretty 
blonde wire. Lisa the 
clinic's director, told me: 

"It Is because my 
husband knows so much 
about women that he 
can perform this opera· 
tior. on men." 

Flowers 
THE doctor and I walked 
along the quiet rubber· 
floored corridors. Each 
door we p ass e d wiu 
painted with a d ifferent 
flower-a !Uy. a rose. " 
tulip. 

Inside, each room wu 
decorat.ed In pastel t.Jnts 
with the colour and 
motif of the flower. 

" We have ao many 
people from all over the 
wor ld who cannot epeak 
a common language that 
we put tlowera on the 
doors as well aB num-
bers. And the tlower.s 
make the patient.a 
happy too," said Dr. 
B u r o u. " T h e Y 11lte 
pretty things. What 
woman doesn't? " 

we stopped Rt a door 
painted with a yellow 
marguerlte. The doctor 
paused. his hand on 
the door knob. " Inside 

Ire two patients who 
nre opera ted on nbout 
a week ago. You tell me 

· 11 you thl~.lt t h e Y 
re&emble men. 

I saw a pre tty. dark· 
. haired girl lying In bed 

11earlng a pink nightie . 
. Bet<lde her sat another 
, girl with ginger ha.Ir. In 
fonit plaits, nnq 'fearin~ 
Light-titting b1km1 pantl!. 

.. Good a f t e r n o o n . 
Mademoiselle." Mid the 
doctor. " Are you well 
toda 1.?" The patient 
,,mlled· and r:odded. 

In French the doctor 
told me: "You see. They 
Are renllv gir ls. are they 
not? They look likeJlrls 
and think like girls. 

The p n t I e n t 11 were 
friends from New York 
..-ho saved up the fare or 
380 do11nrs (about £ 158> 
rac 11 for a twenty-one~ 
da v excur~lon to Cn., n· 

lbltinca. They also saved 
the 2.000 to 3,000 dollars 

•(about £833 to £1,249> 
for the ol>!'ratlon and 
~Or r-ca re In the clinic. 

Dream 
WHEN the two friend~ 
tri\vel back to America 
thrv wll l be able to do so 
a.~ ·1e ga11 y recognisP.<I 
women Under American 
Jnw thry can have thr lr 
pn.,~port.A cha 11gf'd to 
1 h o w th e I r sex as 

. 'Frmale." 
They made the Jour· 

· nr1· together to p; i \ ' I" each 
.ott1er courage. The dark· 
r hnlred one told me: "J 
hnl'c Jived 1111 R womau 
ror llVe years and worked 
u a 8CCretBQ'. I use 
the name Lydia. 

" I dreamed of havlnl( 
th!~ operation and. now 
lt's done I d on't care 
what the' law sa.vs. I'm 
so happy." 
Ginger-haired "C:tndy ~ 

Loyed wilh her plaits. 
her long, 11 ilver-pRlnt.ed 
nngr.rnalls movir,g nerv
"lL~l r: " I worked as a 
Go-Go dancer in a top-
1<'5s club. I gue.•s nature 
nl11::ays meant me to be a 
girl. nnd no Jud11;e C9.n 
change that now. l'tn 
crrt a inly not a man." 

Natural 
NE ITHER /; e )( • change 
girl und<'rstood French. 
As he dl :;cre e tl y 
!'Xflmlned the rn. D r. 

11 rou krpt up a com· 
ir.ntary In that la nguage 
" You see. the~· both 

1ave a marked feminine 
·~t>ect. No beard. No 
ocl v hair on the che.'t 
nd· legs. No need to 
If\ ve at a 11. And both 
nvr rounded hips and 
ne brea.•ts. which de· 
eloped natursn:.- wlth· 
ut drugs or :;urp:l"r~·. 
'• Notice tJhe ftne tex· 

ture of the skin - The 
ftne hands. th!' ge.'ltures. 
hE" long, ~llky hair . To 

all lntentl! and purpo!le!I 
h~y were womrn befol"t' 

1 C>JJerated on them. Now 
thC" .1· can rea lly reel that 
lhC"y nre women. 

" T he Enp;llsh .I u d p; e 
II.~ ml\de a very hard 
"'-·· The prohlem exL•t~ . 

nP cannot shut one 's 
Y~R t.o It. 
•• Man makes laws. but 

he! itOOd Lord make s 
c:llviduale. And even 

l\'-Ure makei; mlstnkrs 
t'Iletlmes. We h nm an 

to l n~ must do our best 
put them right. II 

eces.~ary with surgrry." 
Dr. Burou'11 surgical 
~atlon ls drastic. He 
h<:>wed me e n 1 a r g e cl 
h ~l<>ltraphs or each 

•tt:.gP or th~ opPTa tlon . 
• ' Many •doct.ors would 

1 , ~ /' .. .. 

pay thou11ands or dollarR 
to see these pictures, so 
that they could know 
exactlv haw I do lt." he 
cla\med. 

" After the operation 
It 11 p0881ble for the 
patient to experience 
c om p 1 e t e fulftlment, 
including orgasm. during 
intercourse with a 
normal man, using the 
vaginal cavity I have 
constructed. 

"The operation 11Sf!d to 
tnke me two hours. but 
now I am able t.o perform 
It In about one hour. 

" Six to eight week! 
after the operation, the 
pn.tlent cnn wie her new 
vagina fully. But, or 
cou1·seh she can never 
bear c lldren. 

" Many o! these tran
sexual patients would 
love to have children. 
but the adoption rules 
are dlmcult for them.'' 

L a t e r t h e doctor 
relaxed on a red pl us h 
so·f• ·ln hl.s r ichly furn · 
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lshEd npanment above 
the clinic. 

" I only perform thla 
operation on people with 
marked feminine char
acterL<itlcs," he aald. 

"I turn away many 
people tr I am not satis
fied they have a feminine 
aspect and appeannce. 

" R e c e n t l y a verv 
strongl:v-mnscullne man 
FIRked me to operate on 
him. It was very odd. 
NRturally I refused." 

Tragic 

psychological ly women. 
but have the charncter
lstlc11 or a male body, H 
Is tragic when laws are 
made again.st them. 

Jooldng !lhop 11:Lrls. secre
tarl e.~ and clerks. 

They were all men. All 
had sent photograph! 
w l t h their appllcntlons 
for amputation . 

The letters t o 1 d a 
world - w I d e story of 
tra~edy and hope. 

Decision 

" A couple or months 
after the opera tlon here1 
our young women coula 
have examinations by 
doctors In their home 
countries who would pro-
babl~· not notice they had DR. B UROU said : "Jt. 
ever been men. would have been better. 

" W0 a I t e r thelr h If ' per aps, the English 
s llhouette to .!;Ult I.heir Judge had not needed to 
ment.allty, thll.t's all. This make any Judgment, on 
t alk about male and Miss Ashley. The de-
female chromo~omes l.'l clslon wm cause so much 
very scientific, but lf you unhappiness to mnn y, 

PRETTY blonde Madame met any or our YO'Ung many people like her In 
Burou llt a c!Jtarette and ladles a t, say, a dance Britain whose lives have 
told me : "We have a t you would acrept them a~ alreRdy been so tragic. 
least two nppllcatlons a women. You would not " The law would be 
day tor the sex change examine ~heir chromo- better to leave the m 
operation. They come som!'S." a lone, and a 11 ow them 
from all over the world. Madame Burou pro- to live a.s thev want." 

"This \\'eek we have d ucoo bulky ftles conta in- The white telephone at 
done three operations. ing hundrt>d.5 or lett ers, Dr. Burou's elbow buzzed. 
Last week we did four. accompanied by pictures He stOOd up with a 

"All over the world or p retty girls. smile. " I hav e to go. 
there are these people Some wt're In glamor- Another ot my patien ts. 
who feel &e tragic because ou~ posrs. In negllg<'es, a normal w o m a n. is 
t~ey are , ~ent~l\Y, ,.a!1.?. '. ', _ .°~';.7'\ }1~~.~ , ~rd l 1111 r Y, ·' •'"'~t~~ ,!? "'h?~!!_,~.f;\. baby.". _ 
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TIME 
TO 
LOOK 
AHEAD 
Beside 
every bed
a crib 
to give 
patients a 
psycho
logical 
boost. Now 
Candy, left, 
and Lydia 
plan their 
future ..• 
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