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14-the great speckled bird 

Biloxi. Miss. There were rebel yells and plenty 
of back slapping among the Mississippi highway -patrol
men gathered outside federal district court m this Gulf
mast town recently when the all white jury returned 
with an acquittal v_erdict in a$ I 3.8 million suit brought 
against the patrolmen. The suit was filed by wounded 
studerils and the families. of two slain students who 
were vi"ct;ms of a 200-round barrage of shotgun and 
automatic weapons fire from the Mississippi Highway 
Patrol at Jackson State College on May 14, 1970. The 
damage suit was brought against oyer 50 .state patrol
men and Jackson city police, alol'lg with _city and state 
officials who are alleged to be responsible for the mass 
attack. 

The attack came at t~e end of two days of 
what students call demonsf.rations and lawmen call riots 
following Nixon's Cambodian invasion in the Spring of 
1970. The testimony of the lawmen, white newsmen, 
and students was conflicting over the question of 
whether sniper fire froin Alexander Hall (a women's 
dorm) or rock and bottle throwing from the students 
in front of the dorm touched off the 28 second barrage 
which killed two and wounded nine male and female 
students. However, there are several poiP r fact which 
cannot be disputed. All except one Jf tht '1 who 
fired weapons testified that they shot into tht: air or at 
a window on the third floor landing of the stairwell 
on the west wing of Alexander Hall. But an FBl exam
ination and photographs of the location show clearly 
that there were marks from patrol weapons on the en
tire front of the building on all floors and also in the 
opposite direcuon from the alleged sniper; further, 
both of the students who were killed and most of those 
wounded were standing on the ground in front of the 
dorm when they were hit. Tkus it is obvious from 
their own testimony that the patrolmen are lying 
under oath. 

Even the most favorable viewing of the evidence 
for the patrolmen indicate: that they are responsible 
for using the pretense of a sni'per to open fire on the 
crowd of b!;ick students on both sides of the street who 
at the mo.st were shouting-insults and throwing rocks 
and bottles . .:>hotguns J~aded with buckshot and mach
ine guns were used rather than teat gas·(which-was on 
hand jn abundance) or the sniper team ·of fhe Jackson 
city police ( which was also on hand.but· never fired a 
shot) 

Another picture. of what happened can be pieced· 
together from the testimony of students. Shortly be
fore the crowd began to gather, unidentified inidvidual~ 
were on campus spreading a false rumor that Charles 
Evers, black mayor of Fayette, Miss., had been assas-

I Want What I Want 
directed by John Dexter 
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tinguished from transvestites, whose protest does not 
involve surgi~al change. 

Transsexuals have been demanding a voice in the 
decisions taken at Gay Liberation meetings, presumably 
on the grounds that by demonstrating the possibility 

lately at the Cherokee Theater •. • ... 

for a person o( one sex to take on the physical char
acteristics of the· other, they have done more than any 
other group to challenge traditional stereotypes about 
sexual identity. Yet if Lyn Raskin's Diary vf a Trans
sexual and the movie/ Want What I Want accurately 
reflect the motivations and goals of transsexuals, then 
they h·ave as much place in movements for sexual or any 
other kind of liberation as John and Martha Mitchell. 

Diary of a Transsexual 
by Lyn Raskin 
Olympia Press, New York, 1971 . , . To surrender one sexual identity because one yearns to 

, . . behave lik~ some standard glamor 0magazine caricature 
.-.. of !he othe(, as ·?ot~ works record admiringly, is the 

•• 1 • ··: .:·sort of false freedom our society already burdens us 
,,:,\ --~ ·:·· . . · .• • :.:•.,: • ·.;·. with overmuch:'-'rhe freedom to choose Nixon, Hum
~·· .' ." • • ;_. :.·.·. • •. • . j:ihrer, or. Wallace J<:>-.t;n.i~l_ead us for four years, the free-

. . . • ·'.-:;·f :_.'. ·.'-. • . ·<lorn to·~o!Ju}e ~~~ ~tl)lq~phere in a Ford, Chrysler, 
Transsexuals are persons who u.odergo radjp~! P9ntia~i·V.olk~~j_ger( J_aguar, or any of a hundred other 

surgery to tiave th"eir.own sex. o(gans renioved·an_d_re: _ '!cttoitif " .. _.. :·,.: ·.: ·_. :-.. 
placed by·(.rtsimiles of the-organs \>f the opposfi~ sex. • · I .W~nt W,hril f.. Wa'!t is a model of shabby dis-
Christine Jo(ge·nsea was the first and ~tilf ·most famous . hon~sty.eyen in·-afin_i:lus~ry not noted for its candor or 
transsexuaL Males have been provided :wi ti, vaginas • • de_a(~_igh te\ta·pp~aisafof human diversity. So as not to 
tormed-fr:om the skin of then penlJi.s;·andi-.~o~~'.1 '})ave ... shock 't~e :spec•t"~tor_tse·nsibilities, the man who wants 
been endowed with penises of their:°Qym. While trans-· . to b_econ1.e,u.\~oman is played by an actress, Anne Hey-
sexuals:may have beg1:1n manifestin(~hei~ ~is taste for • w.o?,<;l,_who_I_o.ok~.~p.oui" as much like a male as Marlene 
their sexua~ il').d~ntity by wearing the ~lothes .u~u~lly . DieJrjch. l)~n:1·1nr~gi~ei pear Viewer, that this sym-
worn by·rhe other sex, they must .6fc"aref ully dis:., •• • • pa.the tic fellow; R.?Y, who likes to dress in women's 
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sinated. This rumor was a significant factor i~·d;awini • • medr~ has nol giveh.-th~'..J.~~l<son State killings as much 
out the crowd of students and inciting their ange_·r.. Re·:·· .. : : ·a"ttentl6n as hall be~n ·tmiw~·:Qn the Kent State incident. 
cent history indicates that the people initiating the ·~'., ••• . • • • Past darilage ~ui1s_;.i~iiist· employees and offi-
rumor could have been agents provocateurs. Students • . • .. cials of city a!)d st.~_te gdyernri1ents have only been able 
say that the patrol marched onto campus as ~r a~c◊rd\ :·. . • . to s~e th~ ipdivid\1:31.,e~~i·1Y.i; and his salary. Attorneys 
ing to previous orders or plans. When toe format.ion'. "<· • -~ ··.' in--the Jackson Stare 'iit1.i(;.tf9V(i:ver, hope to get a Supreme 
got abreast of the crowd, a·bottle hit the street ~ear .the . Cou/t ruling1h_at r~qtii;e~ ~ti·<{ ~late itself to be finan-
patrolmen, at which point the front row of patrnlmt;!}-:··. ···:·,.··~ally li~b!e to. p~r.ti¢s.)i_iiu/~~i:,i,y employees for which 
knelt down, and the patrolmen took aim at the• crow~ .. :. • • 'the. state 1s r~spo'ri~_iblf .: :·=· ··_:· 
and opened fire. When the shooting stopped.ha,!( a. . • . • •. The firta'n¢i-&l-.s.ettlerilenHhough is not as impor-
minute later, instead of securing the area and evacuating • •• • tatit"-'a_s·ifie' q~·estiOll.'o.f:~l:l~thr.r. in fact white lawmen 
the wounded, the patrolme~ picked up thei_r spent cilr~.--· .. .-.· .. : -:~~~ ~tilt_::•~!H"~.o}ggei-(:~ii_~iet:away with it before the 
ridges and shells from the street. Whether one accepts . . • • • law.'_It is_-f9r.this5"~-.is~.n:,th:tt"'the plaintiffs expect to ap-
this version or some interme'.diate position; th"e" savagery . . peal" the case;-t6 :the:·.us~jfth.Chcuit Court of Appeals 
of the white patrolr:-,.:n is in"escapable. . . : . : , . .·· ,_. .:. : •• .!n.~e;v/o"r1e4·~~~:.h?~1.Ri'!.~:if ~yen if it is decided that 

A county grand ~ry and a federal grand_"Jury re- . . _. the. state ca.hnp:t. he h~ld,finaJ1sially liable, then at 
viewed the evidence ~ut neither returned any ind_iciment_s_. !_east .. t~ei:~--~ii'I ·b'.!! :~:~~-d~ro.n )q <!-court of law that what 
The President's Commission·_on Campus Unr~st: how-··· . th.~·.Mis~jssipp_i Hig!:i'W,'ay::'Pafr:ol'tlid was an abuse of. 
ever, found the attack by the patrolmen "completely_ their,.~l.tthor'ity1:-thartne·y i..':l!f!'!lot play the roles of judge, 
unwarranted and ur'ijustified," yet the administration: . j\Jry_. -and tjxec,\_\tii:>!}~~)n;;H)~ .st,r_eet and gun down inno-
took no action on the matter. On the contrary, the :. cent unaimedcihzens·in.'.t.j\i!:p'.resence of news reporters 
Justice Department recessed a federal investigation of . • and h~tjdr~<l~ of ~ft;.i'~s~~s-dnd. get off without even 
the incident and refused to turn over files pertaining • •• · being re'priinai:idef'Wheffrer poe can expect even such 
to the incident to lhe plaintiffs in the damage suit untii mininjal J.UStice:in~'a·.US,,¢qu.rt i~ a question that arouses 
ordered to do so by the federal judge presiding ?ver • .. ·.. serious .doubt's a·t t)1e·_rf!o1!1.ei'.1t-=-such is the present state 
the case, Because the victims were all black, the r_iational <?f ·Ameri.~~k,_a1yjl.i!:t_i~_..;_,.~,;· .. •, :,,; 

. , . • • •• • :· .:-, :· ·:·:·::.:_i:taVrrFdciggett/kudzu 
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Tallahassee; ·Fla. -Police here have swooped down round peopie: ~pi~\~~: ;~iii£!i;;;:~tolen goods. Police 
on the Malc~lm·x United Liberation Front and arrested raided the home."ofR.ob"ertand Beverly Gail Perk-
six of their membJrs in the pa.st three weeks. Ray Lee ins. Although they found nq. ~tolen goods, they ar-
Sirnons, Michael Bright, and Charles Night were arrested rested Robert Perkins an·tRo,larif•Mitchell for assault 
and charged with three counts of armed robbery each. and battery ana"resisting_a~rest, a.nd Johnny Mason 

There are lots of robberies in Tallahassee that for resisting arres.t. Thousands ·of _dollars in bonds have 
the inefficient police department has not been able kept most of these arrested Front members in jail. 
to solve. This new police tactic manages to put Black They desperately need financial and p_olitical support. 
political organizers out of commission and to solve Write the Front at 317 N. Macomb; Tallahassee, Fl. 
a bunch of felonies at the same time-how·conven- 32301. There will be more detailed information on 
ient for the pigs. this latest political repression of the Malcolm X United 

Another tactic which has been em lo ed to Liberation Front coming from them soon. 
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