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Are you ready for the
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stage of your transition
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from femaile to male?
If you are under treatment with a therapist for your
gender transition and are psychologically ready to make the
ermanent life change from female to male, Chest
aconstruction is an important part of your decision. This
surgery reconstructs the female chest, creating masculine
contours. [t can make you feel more at ease in your newly
chosen gender and makes men's clothing easier to wear.
Dr. Reardon has been performing cosmetic surgery
for 27 years and transgender chest reconstruction for 22
years. From minimally invasive procedures, such as simple
iposuction, to advanced surgical methods for the more

is written and edited by Dr. Stephen
Whittle, atrans man who began living
in his new role over 20 years ago.
A Senior leciurer in Law, he is also
coordinator of the FTM Network and
vice gresﬂent of Press for Change.

This book is written in an easy and

accessible style. ta enable female to
male transsexual and transgender
people, those who are explorin

whether they are female to male, an

families and friends to get fo grips
with many of the scary and diffcult
issues that trans men have to face. It

Brandon Teena,
trans man murdered in 1993,  is meant to make life easier, and that
This book is in his memory, and  is what it does. A_

io make sure it never happens  This is a guide book for living, not

again hiding.

extensive reconstruction of very large 38-40D+ breasts, he A Great Book! Over 175 A4 Pages + Many lllustrations
&as thr,- inﬁd‘epth exrr:gn;ienﬁe tlhat ailri)ws him cio hand tzr:hi_lorl
ese lechnigues and technologies to correct your parlicular - > : i

problems and to enhance your unique self image. o pefsanal slories Y°“’.’"“‘ doclo_r SHPpONTUEE

All procedures are performed under local anesthesia with + materials from the Web * penile prosthetics for work &
supplemental 1.V, sedation in our state-of-the-art ambulatory + FTM history play
Egl |t;f|c;r; antoubpa_t;ﬁn{cbasis. If ctu are Ifmtrr? ugt o& tomgn. + legal & work issues + telling the family & the boss

will assist you with accommodations. In the hands o : i i i i
a caring phys%ian, who is sensitive to all gender transi- * advice on name change ¢ having babies & telling children
tion issues, the result is a well-contoured, natural looking, + surgery& hormones ~ *  bookreviews
masculine chest. + glothes & image + (ips on passing

Call to schedule your complimentary consultation.

James J. Reardon, M.1).

Board Certified Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon

737 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10021, tel. 212.832.0770

Price L 15 postage paid, US $35. If ordering from outside
UK, send only cashier's checks or cash. Order your copy
from FTM Network, BM Network, London, UK WC1N 3XX.

Mzake checks payable to FTM Network.
Any profit goes to maintain the FTM Network.




is the season of Pride, when we all

can join together to celebrate the

history and courage of our
pcoplc—— f]'DlTl tht‘: IJOC ﬂnd worlcing
class trans people who fought at Stonewall
to our present LGBT communities—
learninﬂ more {]bollt Oll.l'SelVeS 'J.]']d cﬁch
other as we grow and change with the
times. People often talk about inclusion
and what that might mean, but it is my
belief that we are headed toward all
joining in together now more than ever.
And for those of you not into the
LGB&T scene, how many of you had a
gr{:‘at SPI’iI’Ig or are Cclebrating ]un«'::
wedding ceremonies?

[ am proud to announce that FTMI
I'IRS FDUHC; \VRYS Lo serve a more di\ftrsc
community by reaching out more by
starting many exciring new projects. These
include the Transgender Health Law and
Policy Project (covered in this issue on
page 14), promoting performing arts,
participating in gathering statistics and
research, nerworking o provide expert
testimony at court cases, working towards
increased medical access for all and, as
always, ongoing educating, advocating
and supporting. Tune in to our updated
website for more information about these
and other projects. Our new Web address
is http://www.ftmi.org.
All of this work is supported by

dedicated volunteers, Remember, we can

=

The New York City Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center’s

Gender Identity Project
rst comprehensive, community-based
trasngender peer assistance & empowerment program
Individual and Couples Counseling, Support Groups, Information,
Medical Referrals, Substance Use Counseling Services,
HIV/AIDS Services for the Drag, Transgender & Transexual
Communities and for All Persons of Transgender Experience
Free and Con dential * Peer and Professional Staff
Community-Baged » Community-Building
Communities Together for Social Action and Social Change
Call us at 212.620.7310 or write/wvisit:
The Center, 208 West 13th Street, New York City, NY 10011

Since 1990, the country’s

issue bl:spring 2082

always find ways for you to use your time,
energy, and special skills. Let us know
what you have to offer! We need hc|p
{:und:ais{ng for office staff, representing
FTMI at important gathcringﬁ such as
conferences, updating our Resource
Guide, susmining projects, and covering
operating costs such as insurance for our
project office at the SF Communicy
Center. As our organization and commu-
nity grow tremendously, so do our
expenses. To make these big changes
happen we also need financial backers to
step forward and help fund us to do this
impaortant work.

It is election time again, and we have
had fantastic response from communiry
members. Results will be in our next

FTMI FISH LIST...

(Because we'd rather be fishin’ than wishin’)

= Trans-related books to send to other countries
(new or used books, 'zines, comics)

by FTMI President Dion Manley

“It is my belief that
now we are headed
toward all joining
in together more
than ever before}’

issue! For several years, we have been
wor]-cing hard at creating the structurce
within the organization that will hclp us
reach out and build a stronger team. With
the new board members who will join us
after the upcoming election, whar is yet to
come will go beyond imagination. Thanks
for staying connected, and for now read
on about how fums and transcommunities’
legal battles have been in the news and
public eye this past spring. Go out and do
the work and spread the love! W

Send donations to:
FETMI Fishfist
760-74th Street
San Francisco, CA
94103

USA

+ Translators to better reach, serve and work with different groups within

and outside the US

* Donations of food or beverages for hardworking volunteers

» Envelopes, labels, office supplies

« Complimentary acknowledgment gifts fo show appreciation for our
hardworking volunteers and working board, including outgoing board

members

DAVIS FLEMING
MA MFCC

LIC# MFC32646
PSYCHOTHERAPY

323.960.5275

6010 WILSHIRE BLVD.,

SUITE 307

LOS ANGELES, CA 90036
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Artist’s Statement
By Eric Allen Carter

“l1 intend to confuse things,

to unite them, make them new-born,

intermingle them, undress them,

until the light of the world

has the unity of the ocean,

a generous wholeness,

a fragrance alive and crackling.”
--Pablo Neruda

don’t believe in dichotomy. There is a
I danger in seeing the world and our

worldly experiences within the
context of there existing only relations of a
polar opposite nature. If everything is seen
as black or white, are we not left blind to a
spectrum of color? If the Earth’s turning is
classified into only day and night, what

Editor’'s Note

Cover Artist
Eric Carter

Eric Allen Carter, born in Whittier, CA,
in October of 1969, currently lives in
Lincoeln, NE, though he plans to move to
Portland, OR, this June. Carter, who
recently earned a BFA from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, has work displayed in
the Noyes Gallery in Lincoln. He began
transition in June of 2086. He has a
very supportive family, one cat (Pablo)
and a partner/soul mate (Kirsten) whom

he Toves completely.

are we to make of the mystery and beauty
of the sunset?

I'm not in love with any particular
medium— it’s the questioning that drives
me. The content determines what
medium it needs in order to be realized. I
want my work to ask more than it tells. [t
always starts with a question and from
there develops the idea. What is it to be in
physical form? A soul embodied? What is
the relationship between our soul/spirit/
essence and our body? Berween our body

and how we experience/relate to the
world? To each other?

[ am the subject of most of my work,
in part because the work is personal. But
are any of our individual experiences really
that mysterious? Can we not all relate to
each other in some way, if not through
similarities then through empathy?
Personal experience is by nature universal.
I like to think of the work as a human
testament to thoughts and feelings that we
all share, W

This newsletter has had a different look each time for the last four issues, including the current one. You could say
we have been going through transition and have tried on several different identities in the process.

Our staff has changed again. Marcus lannozzi, of lannozzi Communications in Philadelphia, has joined us as de-
signer. Marc, an FTM who is a writer, designer, and web developer, is such a pro that he makes it look simple. And
Ben Singer, no longer co-editor, is devoting his full concentration to finishing his dissertation.

If you are interested in editing or designing the newsletier, please submit a resume and samples of your work so we
can have them onfile. And if you have short pieces of writing, news, announcements, graphics/photos that you

think would be good in the newsletter, send them on. This is a place where we can share our journeys and come to
appreciate the many varieties of FTMs and people who love us.

-GCW

kit Rachlin., Phb.

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

serving the FTM community

» referrals

KRachlin@aol.com

A supportive psychologist with extensive experience

+ individuals, couples, and family therapy
+ supervision and consultation for professionals

153 Waverly Place, 10th Floor, New York, New York 10014

212.206 3636

SUPPORTIVE THERAPY
FOR SEXUAL MINORITIES

Patrick Calilfiz-Rice, MFTI
415.626.7000, ext. 423

individual and couples counseling on a sliding scale
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True Spirit 2002:
Making Trans Culture

by Dean Spade and Chris Boots

Dean Spade:

had been looking forward to TSC for
I months. The idea of being sur-

rounded by trannies, the rumors I had
heard of the variety of gender presenta-
tions, and the amazing conversations at
previous TSCs, and the chance to see my
long-distance trans friends and reconnecr
were all chrilling. But as the conference
came closer and the uproar my bathroom
arrest in February (see story on page 12)
had caused in my life seemed to continu-
ally increase, I became more and more
nervous abour going to D.C.

[ went with great hope for a good
experience, but nervous to reveal to
anyone that I was the person whose arrest
story they may recently have heard. I was
glad to hear that my arrest had sparked
interesting conversations and debates
among trannies about what place non-
traditional transitions have in our struggle
for liberation, but it was also difficult to
face having those conversations take place
with reference to my actual body.

What surprised me was to arrive and
find that so many other, #raditional FTMs,

genderqueers, trannyfags, boydykes, kings,
and more, were having some of the same
anxieties | was experiencing. [ heard from
all kinds of people that they worried that
their embodiment of transgender would
be judged by others at the conference.
Some thoughr that their passing would be
looked down upon as overly traditional or
conservative. Others worried that their use
of female pronouns or their desire to not
have surgery would make people say
“you're not really trans, you don belong
here.” The more [ spoke with people, the
more [ discovered that most of us, in some
way or another, were concerned that we
would be judged on the basis of our
gender presentation not firting some norm
of trans expression at the confer-

ence or in the community (44
generally.

elation that comes with being surrounded
by people who, more or less, understand
something that our families, friends, and
communities can have a hard time grasping.

Whether or not we all agreed on
questions of passability, genderqueerness,
or fashion, the basic ways in which spaces
can be made safe for transpeople were
generally well respected. People listened
when we requested a particular pronoun.
Around one another, we could use
whichever bathroom felt comfortable. We
all applauded when one of us said or did
something brave. Regardless of the size of
our trans communities at home, we all
recognized the pricelessness and rarity of
such a situation.

What can we do to make

this experience

Chris Boots:

Along with this sense of
vulnerability and anxiety around
“belonging,” we also got to share
in someth'ng much more positive
and reassuring. There is a sense of

ustration by Ray Soltis

accessible to those who
are currently excluded...
to create new and
different venues for
trans culturemaking in
pur own communities in
ways that can be
_ determined by sets of
. people who are currently
™ not represented at TSC? ’

9

Even within this sense of belonging,
though, there were moments when our
fears and anxieties were realized. Hearing
from friends that there were a number of
instances in workshops in which tension
or arguments arose around gender
presentation and identiry that involved
inappropriate, oppressive and painful
accusations that a person who claimed a
particular gender “wasn't that” or “didn’t
belong,” I myself made the conscious
choice to skip certain workshops [ sensed
might be contentious or where T might

FTMi Newsletter



open myself up to gender policing
(though these couldn’t necessarily be
predicted).

This deliberate avoidance felt strange
to me; I consider it of greac political and
personal importance to engage produc-
tively with people with whom I don’t
necessarily agree. But in this context, it
just fele a litde too risky, a little toa raw.
Perhaps this was a result of being at TSC
for the first time, perhaps it was an
cxtcnsion Of my NCryousncss about bcing
dCC[]]Cd “n(}t trans t‘.nough” 4as a trans-
boygirl fagdyke who (at this point) uscs
“Shc“ as a PTOHOHH and iS pre—op a.l'ld nO‘I'lO.

Fortunately, and to my surprisc,
tl'l(.‘l'c WEre a nul‘nbcr OF WOl‘kShOPS dlﬂ(
nccornl‘nodatcd ﬂl'ld Ca.tcrcd o th‘.‘. IC-‘SS
gender-cohesive of us. I heard marvelous
feedback from people about the
“Ft:mrllcbuy Caucus.” I aftf.‘ﬂdcd both IO—
ho/no-ho workshops (“Lo-Ho FTMs and
Othcl' H()l'mol'lﬂl Altcrﬂ:ltivcsn alld
“Occupying the Middle: The No/Low-
Hormone, Non-Operative Transsexual”).
It was both a relief and an inspiration to
see, hear from, and talk to other trannies
who ate finding their own ways of making
gender work for them that don't necessar-
ily cohere to a script of gender-appropri-
areness.

ne of the highlights of the

weekend was the chest surgery

panel. We live in a culture
whose mainstream vigorously polices body
alterations and modifications that are not
gender-normative, and that simulta-
neously encourages “gender-appropriare”
surgeries or ather madifications. Ir was
exhilarating, even just for a few hours, to
centralize and marvel at our own bodies
and what we do with them in an environ-
ment in which we were not stigmatized,
but rather celebrated. applauded. and
loved. For myself, and I think for others,
it was these experiences of validation that
began to eclipse fears and insecurities
about the way we all differently enact and
embody our transness.

Dean Spade:

Whart we are doing when we are at
TSC, in part, is experiencing the clashing
and intermingling of all of our own trans
cultures—our local cultures, the trans
cultures we develop amongst our friends
at home or online, and what gender
meanings we develop within ourselves.

At the same time, we are engaged in
2 culture-making process. The conference
itself is a set of conversations taking place
in panels, in bars and restaurants, and in
hotel rooms. Those conversations produce
new possibilities, new standards by which
to judge and experience things, new
analytical insights into how gender is
being understood and transforimed by our
acrions.

Also, because of absences like the
under-representation of low-income
PCUP]C, and PL‘OPIC OF CO]OT, a..nd IJCCE-U-SC
ofincquitics of treatment in terms ofagc,
the culture-m al\'ing process is defined and
limited. The costs of the conference, its
location, the ways in which its existence is
Co!nmun;cﬂtcd Partly l)y Wol'd DF lnouth
through certain networks, and its history
all determine who is able to access it and
who feels comfortable coming to partici-
pate in this culture-making.

FDI’ that reasoin, thc Culturc [']'13.'[
OCCurs reprcscnl‘s thosc ]il'[]ifs, S0me 0{
which are inevirable (any regional location
will exclude some who cannot travel), and
some of which require us to continually
reevaluate our strategies for inclusion and
access. What can we do to make this
experience accessible to those who are
currently excluded, and what can we do
to create new and different venues for
trans culturemaking in our own commu-
niries in ways that can be determined by
sets of people who are currently not
represented at TSC?

In moments like the chest surgery
panel, [ think that the culture we are
forming is one of acceptance, one of
broad-»ased embracing of a variety of
body types, trans experiences, and
expressions of masculinity and femininity.
Moments like that are rare in mainstream
culture, and sadly too rare amongst
trannies, who can be our own harshest
critics and gender

Chris Boots and Alix Kolar at True Spirit

to be creating and ]iving in, one where we
embrace cach other’s gender expressions,
and ﬁght to protect the ability of all
peoplc to self-determine their gcndcr
rather than forcing cach other into
conﬁning norms. This is the kind of trans
culture | want to bring home with me and
share with people I mect— and replicate
in my local activism in ways that build on

what I've learned in D.C.

Chris Boots:

Coming away from the conference, |
feel that we accomplished something
spectacular in simply carving out a space
for ourselves to exchange ideas, to
celebrate ourselves, and to work towards a
vision of trans liberation, however near or
distant that may be. As with any conver-
gence, there are a number of things that
might be improved on to create a more
preductive, welcoming, and accessible
space for ourselves and for others who
may attend in the furure.

[ returned home brimming over with
ideas, which felt and which continue to
feel precious and exciting. I found myself
wondcring about rhe ways in which
people’s reginna"y localized experiences

police, and it gives
me hope that we
could create such a
moment during the
conference, and
create a space where
people feel safe and
celebrated in our
varied and beautiful
bodies.

This is the

trans culcure I want

734.663.7871

SANDRA L. SAMONS, ACSW, CAC
HOMESTEAD COUNSELING CENTER

Gender Services & Referral for
University of Michigan
Comprehensive Gender Services Program

Individual & Family Therapist

homested@aol.com

1480 Shevchenko
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
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and unique trans, queer, and other
communities inform and partially shape
their experience of transness. | came back
to Seattle with a renewed sense of the
thrill about meeting new trans people
where [ live, and abour reviving conversa-
tions with trannies in my own commu-
nity about how we are enacting trans and
how it may differ within and outside of
our local communities. The

opportunity for the
coming rogether of so
many different kinds

such differing
communities and
envirenments

affords us a possibility not just of teaching

and learning abour ourselves, but also of
providing possibilities of new models and
ideas to bring back to our homes and
communities.

Reinvigoration of the drive to
organize and learn from our local trans
and ally communides is both a result of
attending the TSC and one of the things
that will help to shape the conference in
the future. Within our local projects,

WE PUT THE “T" IN

ADVENTURE...URM, YEAH! .

TV L AN, GO

&o@ﬁd&nmﬂ@@mﬁ&ﬁ%&msmhm.
RESOURCES, FM/TRANS PRIDE ITEMS, AND HUMOR YOU WONT FIND ANYWHERE ELSE

formal and informal, we can generate
ideas to share with conference organizers
(hoping they will simultaneously do the
same) about how to increase access to
TSC. It is counterproductive to inadvert-

So many different
kinds of transpeople
from such different
backgrounds coming
together allows us
not just to teach
and learn about
ourselves, but
also to find new
models and
ideas.

lHlustration by Ray Soltis

ently barricade those who are not able to
artend the conference for reasons of
cconomic, geographical, or age-relared
access or because the issues made central
to the conference are not of interest to all
transfolks. This cuts us all off from an
important potential exchange of ideas and
information. In this project of trans

liberation, inclusiveness is our responsibil-

ity. That means scholarships for low-

income youth, a wide variety of

helping
people take
the steps
they need
to make

Mary V. Cochran, PhD.
Licensed Psychologist

POB 34500

transpeople on planning commirttees, and
a conscious circulation of information
about the conference.

In addition, in order for the confer-
ence to feel even more productive and
significantly safer than it did in terms of
gender policing, racism, sexism, classism,
homophobia, and so on, we might invoke
the words that preceded the chest surgery
panel. Intended just to set ground rules
for the panel itself, they might as well have
set ground rules for the entire conference,
if not for a trans liberation project in
general. To paraphrase: ‘None of these is
better or worse than the other, they are
just different. Please respect everyone who
has rthe bravery to do this. And remem-
ber, all of these boys arc hot!” W

Boots 1ives 1in

. Seattle and en-
gages in low-level
acts of hooligan-

. ism. She is a B-
movie monster-
gendered, bicycle-
riding fiend who
spray paints for
fun and for 1ib-
eration. She is a science nerd and
co-facilitates a political reading
brigade.

Dean is a devilish
gender buccaneer
and lawyer,
sailing the high
seas of trans
radicalism. He
lives in New York
and inspires fear
in the hearts of
all that are mean
and boring. He
engages in gender terrorism and
anti-capitalist disruption as a
co-conspirator of makezine.org.

over 20 years
service

to the
transgender
community

Philadelphia, PA

phone

215.386.1120
DrMaryVC@aol.com
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How do I explain being an
FTM feminist to independent
women?

One night on one of the many
television news channels covering the war
in Afghanistan, Ashleigh Banfield
reported the extreme oppression of
women under Taliban rule. She spoke to a
woman who is struggling because the
Taliban government made it illegal for
women to work— even to support their
families and o survive,

Banfield repeated a joke popular in
the US about how Osama Bin Laden, if
captured, should be subject to sex
reassignment surgery so he could see what
it is like for women to live under this
regime. The woman, who was surprised
that surgery that changed one’s sex existed,
then asked, “Could my daughter have
surgery to become a boy so she can work?”

Pen Pal Place

Want to meet women understanding of transgender

men. E-mail @shreve.net

Young, cute African boy of 20, sincere, romantic, seeks
to meet a permanent partner soon to share dreams
with. Genuine reply only. Calvin Ntekor, Palm Avenue,

PO Box 2171, Sunyani-B/A, Ghana -W/A

| am interested in becoming a penpal. Thank you for
making the Pen Pal Place available. Donald Welf, i

E. 4nSt., [ll] Long Beach, CA 90802.

E-MAIL LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR TO:
FTMIMALEBOX@AOL.COM

OR SEND SNAIL MAIL TO:
FTMI NEWSLETTER

PO BOX 34500
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19101

Banfield assured
thc Woman rhat
woimnen descrve
the right to work
and that the
daughter should
remain a girl and
be allowed to
earn a livelihood
[00.

I agree, but
how do I inform the independent women
around me that FTM identity is not about
escaping sex discriminarion? How da I rell
them how that assumption and the reality
of trans people being discriminated
against sends FTMs a mixed message?

How do [ explain to non-trans
working women, including my mom, that
I am not ignorant of the progress women
have made in professional careers (imply-
ing that FTMs must suffer from internal-
ized sexism, since otherwise we would be
identifying with the sex we were assigned
at birth)? How do I explain that FTMs are
not making fun of strong women by our
identities and gender expression?

Unforrunately some transphobic
feminists have bought into the myth that
trans people are trying to be something
they are not. Perhaps it is because
Partriarchy has histori-
cally discouraged
women from raking
non-traditional jobs
and activities by calling
women who pursue
them masculine. Both
FTMs and non-trans
women feminists
understand that the
breadwinner role is not
necessarily a male or
masculine one. We
need to present a united

front. FTMs and non-trans women, let’s
roll!

--Melanie Pahoa, La Habra, CA

Help for letter writer
S.Mull from issue 54, p. 18

The problem may be with Dr.
Gilbert’s pre-authorization request format
or the Srate in which the surgery was
performed. Michigan’s Blue Cross Blue
Shield covers out of State procedures only
under restricted situations. I am a sex &
gcnder thempist warking in Michigan; my
primary focus is assisting FTM patients
who are seeking surgery through BCBS. in
Michigan. Michigan’s policy requires chat
patients be residents of Michig:m and that
the surgery take place in MI, unless under
certain proscribed circumstances.

S. Mull may obtain more precise

details by e-mailing Dr. Don Sidelinker at

-@aol.a}m. v

DioN MANLEY

o3
JEWELER

Cusiom Design
Hand Engraving
Wedding & Comminment Rings

Gold = Platinum

415.252.7567
PO. Box 14192
San Francisco, CA 94114
email: info@dionmanley.com
www.dionmanley.com

653 Donald Drive N.
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

A. Sinvany-Nubel, PhD., CNSC
Psychotherapist

Specialized in Treatment
of Gender Identity Disorders (TV/TS)
Individuals, Marriage & Family Groups

phone 908.722.9884
fax 908.722.0666

Max E. Fuentes Fuhrmann, PhD.

805.496.44A2 1save confidential messaga
Transgender Friondly Agsessmante and Peychology

Southern California Area
Glinical Psychologist
CA Lic. PSY11422
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didn't really
know what
to expect on

my first day at my
new job. I'd been
onT for 6 months
and out of work for
5. I thought I sill
looked like a dyke. |
had been vague
about my gender in
the interviews. I'm

fure soime OF sy
I'Cfﬁl'encas must
have referred to me as “she.” I had come ina
week prior to my start date to fill out person-
nel forms. It was a government job with
S{f‘pﬂmt{’ depamﬂf]lts ﬂnd {:Oﬂ'ns 'Fﬂr every-
thing. They had copies of my driver license,
identifying me as female. The medical ques-
tionnaire asked me to disclose the reason for
my last hospital stay — live birth by Cesarean
section, a dead giveaway.

[ hadn’t been able to come to a deci-
sion about how to present myself. If [
present as female, I'm just going to have to
reverse it in a few months. If I present as
male, I might still have explaining to do. IfI
present as trans, well to be quite honest,
that’s braver than I want to be on a new job.

So here 1 am waiting at the security
desk for my supervisor to come down and
get me in. 'm wearing men’s clothes. [ al-
ways do. I¢s nice but not too dressy. While
I'm trying not to look nervous, a very kind
looking woman comes walking up to me
with her hand extended and asks, “Marty?”

I find out that my supervisor is not
in yet. Instead, I'm led up to the top floor
and through a maze of cubidles by Carol.

“This is Marty, “ Carol chimes
cheerfully to the co-workers we meet,
“Marty’s gonna be working with Ken.”

I say my hellos and return hand-
shakes. We go through about 4 or 5
people and then she leads me to another
office down the hall. I'm trying to think
up more creative responses than “Nice to
meet you" and “Glad to be aboard” when
Carol says to a face in a cubicle, “This is
Marty, he’s gonna be working with Ken.”

I smile to myself as I shake the
person's hand. I have that same feeling I
have when the customer service rep on

by Marty Wilder

the phone calls me “Sir” or the anony-
mous cashicr calls me “Mister.” But some-
where berween that handshake and the
next greeting, I realize that unlike the ser-
vice rep and the cashier, I'm gonna see
these folks again tomorrow. She's intro-
ducing meas ‘he” now to everyone. |
didn't correct her the first time, so I may
have just inadvertently answered any ques-
tion she might have had.

“Well.” I think to myself, “This could
turn eut to be easier than | had ever an-
ticipated.” I start to feel proud of myself
even though I haven' really done any-
thing. Then I have a sudden flash of self
awareness. Maybe it's not such a good idea
to stick my chest out in pride. | mighe
give myself away. I've gotren into a habit
of curling my shoulders forward. That
way my loose shirt hardly touches my
chest. [ used to be a 38C, but 6 months
on testosterone have sagged them down to
where I can hide them pretty well. Carol
is still making rounds with me and I'm
beginning to wonder if she intends to in-
troduce me to the whole floor.

“Whar about Ken?” I wonder. He's
seen my ID. He's talked to my references.
Will he contradict Carol and call me
“she”? What will [ do then?

Ken isstill not in, Carol deposits me at
my cubicle with another stack of forms o
fill out. I hesitate. What name should I use?

My official name is Marti. I had de-
cided that Martin seems more convincing,
I went to DMV a month earlier to change
my name. They wouldn’t let me do it until
I changed it on my Social Security card.
went to Social Security and they wanted
my new name on an official government-
issued document. “Like a driver license,”
the agent suggested. That figures.

Weell, this is a governmenc job. If I put
Martin on these forms, does that count as a
government—issued document? [ decide to
go for it. Lfill out form after form. Martin,
I'sign eachar the bottom. It's amazing the
difference one little letter can make.

Just then, Ken pops in. I rise to my
feet, offer a firm handshake, confident
stance. Oaps, not two confident—hide the
breasts. These small gestures suddenly
scem much more important than chey
used to. We chat a bit about the ground

I've covered so far. Then Ken takes me
over to a co-worker,

“Take Marty over to the copy
machine and make him a copy of this user
manual,” he instructs. So, it’s unanimous.
Did he and Carol confer? Did he make a
guess? Whatever the reason, I'm relieved
that I dont have to deal with i, yet.

[ go back to my desk and start setting
up my voice mail, when I realize that |
have to pee. Uh oh, | hadn't thought
abour this. I've been successfully avoiding
public restrooms the whole time I've been
out of work. I pulled the office map out of
my stack of papers.

It’s a floor plan of the entire floor. In
precise licde ovals, I stared at the depiction of
the five urinals I'll need to walk past to get o
one of four stalls. I had hoped that there
might be a unisex bathroom for wheelchairs,
but no such luck. I never thought I'd be so
intimidated by a bathroom.

I didn’t really know what
to expect on my first day
at my new job.
T for 6 months and out of
work for 5. I thought I ¢
still looked like a dyke.

“What's the worst that could
happen?” 1 ask myselft. Someone could
confront me and ask if | am in the wrong
bathroom, and I could just say "no.” I tell
myself that there’s really nothing o be
afraid of. It's 99% attitude. I map it all out
in my head. I see myself striding confi-
dently past the urinals and finding the
safety of a secluded stall. I carry that
image with me as I walk down the
hallway. I maintain an cutward cool even
as my heart pounds while I approach the
door labeled MEN. No one else is in the
hallway, that’s good. I'm at the door. My
feet just keep walking right on past.
Suddenly, I don't have to pee anymore. 1
hope that I'll be braver tomorrow.

When I go back to the office, people
are leaving for lunch. T find a restaurant
bathroom across the streer. I can't afford
to eat here, but this will work for today.
With my bladder relieved and away from
the office, 1 rake a breather and evaluace
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my day. The impact of the gender switch
is hitting me. I feel surrcal. Am I really
passing? I didn't think my transition was
that convincing yet. It hits me that Ken
might have met with the staff beforchand
and prepped them. What would he say?

“I'm not exactly sure of the new
person’s gender. So call him ‘he’ and see if
he corrects you.”

Now I feel confused on another level.
Who really thinks I'm male and who
knows I'm trans? It's too much to digest
while trying to deal with all the stress that
usually goes along with the first day on a
new job. I head back up to the office.

It’s time to go back to the Personnel
Office for an orientation. As far as I can
tell, we're all male. All chese guys in the
orientation are new today, and they’re
from all different deparrments. There’s no
way Ken could have prepped them. While
we wair for rhings to ger starred, one guy
tries to stir up conversation.

One thing I noticed about men from
my past experience asa construction
worker, is that when they’re alone they fall
into a pack mentality. I call it the Big Dick,
little dick scenario. There’s one guy who
has to be the Big Dick. He leads the group
in inane conversation. The little dicks all
nod their heads and grunt, “Uh huh” or
laugh at the Big Dick’s jokes. If you don't
go along with ir, the Big Dick may see you
asa threat to his alpha position and may
argue with you, pick a fight or try to insult
you back down to a litde dick.

So this alpha guy starts yakking and
the other guys all smile and ned. He starts
to refer to the group of us in a way that I
know he assumes I'm a guy, too. I'm
smiling now, not in deference to the Big
Dick, but in amusement that I really seem
to be passing today. I feel elated and at
the same time, I feel a dread of losing this
place. I also realize that unlike my

construction worker days, when the guys
made exceptions for me or ignored me,
I'm now being scen as a pack member. I'm
not sure how I feel abour that. [ den't
really want to be a Big Dick or a lictle
dick. 1 just want te be me.

When I go back upstairs, I look at the
posters on the bulletin board. A big one
states the non-discrimination policy. Down
at the bottom is a long list of peaple who
are protected. [ see sex and sexual orienta-
tion. I don't see anything about gender
identity. I think I remember hearing that
the State of California protects trans folks
from employment discrimination, but I
want to see it in writing.

Then Ken asks me to come into his
office. He welcomes me and asks me if I have
any questions for him. Then he pulls out some
forms that I had wurned in to him earlier.

“I see that you are using the name
Martin on these forms.,” he srates, “Isn't
your official name Marti?”

“Well, ’m in the process of Changi ng
my name,” ]explain, “I didn't see the
point in using my old name and then
having to change everything all over again.”

“Oh, it’s no big deal,” Ken counters,
“Once you change your name, there’s just
one ferm to file and they go and change
your records everywhere. You should use
your legal name on all these forms.”

“This will be my legal name as soon
as the paperwork comes through,” I plead.

“And when it does, you can change it
then,” Ken maintains.

I decide to be candid with him. “Well,
actually it’s a chicken and the egg thing,.
went to DMV and they can’t change my
name until I change it at Social Security.
Social Security needs me to change it here.”

Ken looks perplexed. “All T know is
that its my job to see that you fill out these
forms properly with your true legal name.”

I can see that he's not going to be flexible

on this. I can feel a Big Dick dynamic
coming on. So I drop my gaze and nod my
head. He hands me back my papers. I take
them back to my desk. I fumble through the
phoncbook and look up the nearest Social
Security office. Turns our that ic’s halfa block
away. | decide to take a risk.

I leave my office and head on down 1o
Social Security. grab a form and complere
it while waiting in line. I nervously watch
the clock, I'm supposed to be on a 15-minute
break. Finally, I get to the counter. I hand the
woman my form, my current driver license, a
check and brand new ID badge that I had
just gotten that day. On it is the name Martin
E Wilder under a picture of a smug and
happy new guy. Shc ga.tl'lCrS EI]CSC t}‘li]‘lg& uP
and takes them back behind the partitions
whel'ﬁ ] C'dn’t see Ilcr- I tl'y o appcar C‘alm alld
not glllp too }Olidl)f. A moment lﬂ'[cf, ShC
reappears with my two ID cards and a
printed receipt.

“You'll get your new Social Security
C:u.'d in about FDUI' “’EEI{S‘” S.h('.' Sa}"s. Fﬂle
J.'C(:Cip'[ doculnc{lt.‘; my new ﬂnd Old names
and records that my new identity is paid for.
[ thank her and run back up o the office.
pICI{ lip thﬁ StaC]C GFFO!'DIS From ln)’ ({QSIC
and put a copy of the Social Security receipt
on top. I march up to Ken’s office and hand
him the srack of papers.

“My paperwork just came in,” |
announce. Leaving him the forms, I go back

to my desk, tidy things up and go home. W

Marty Wilder lives in Berkeley with
his primary partner Kaseja, 3 won-
derful children and a dog. He has a
new job at UC Berkeley that he Tikes
a lot better than the one in this
story. He uses men’s bathrooms
freely and is now working on getting
up the nerve to go into the men’s
locker room at the Y, He’d Tove to
network with any other bisexual,
FTM, pagan, polyamorous parents who
abhor coconuts and cream cheese. His
email is mwilder@springmail.com.

Moyer anp AssocraTes

Diane Ellaborn Licsw

STrATEGIC ENTERPRISES, INC. SUNSET MorTsAcE Co.

Walter W. Moyer, Accountant (FTM)

*» Professional Accounting & Tax Services
* Mortgages & Home Equity Loans
« Small Business Consulting

5111 Wayne Ave., Phila., PA ph. 215-848-7674

WWW. moyerandas sociates.com

Gender Specialist

=>Psychotherapy for FTMs, their partners and families
-0ver 19 years experience

—*Individual, couple, family, and group therapy
->Evaluation for hormones

—Referral to medical and supportive resources

=L oecated in Framington, MA

508.788.5406
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What you don’t know caz hurt you. |
believed that I was well informed of the
side effects of injectable testosterone
enanthate, after needling myself with it
since July of 1979. Beginning when [ was
20, I “shot up” 200mg every two wecks. |
tend to be a compulsive person, so it was
on a very regular basis. When I was doing a
lot of heavy exercising I raised the dose ever
so slightly, and when [ was more sedentary
[ lowered it a little.

Starting in July of 1997, I started
having hot flashes, particularly in the
morning. Perhaps, coincidentally, this was
six months after having a vaginectomy. I
also started to become quite heat intoler-
ant to the point of having to donate blood
at least twice a year. People around me
remarked that I looked like I had “been in
the sun a lot.” Then, after having pneu-
monia in March of 2000 and feeling cold
for the first time in years, I decided that I
needed o do something,

First I started to decrease my dose,
which left me feeling too lethargic by the
10ch day of the two-weck cycle. 1 then
tried to extend the period in between
shots, deceasing it by a day (to 16 days)
for three cycles and then adding another
day. From March to August, the longest |
was able to go was 19 days. At first [ felt
abdominal pain similar to menstrual
cramps, despite having had a hysterec-
tomy in 1988. My body was clearly going
through some kind of withdrawal. I felt
like I couldn’t concentrate near the end of
each cycle and also had extreme mood
swings, hot flashes, and heat intolerance.

I am sensitive to the effects of all
medicines, so these side effects should not
have been a surprise to me. Back in the
early “90s when it was hard to get the
brand name Delatestryl® of the enanthate
type of testosterone, I first tried the
generic and then Deporestosrerone® (brand
name for testosterone cypionarte). With
cach new preparation, I did not respond
well. The generic enanthate is suspended

by Dr. FTN

in mineral oil, as oppo&:ed to sesame oil in
the brand name, and obviously my body
did not metabolize it in the same manner.
The Depotestosterone®, in addition to
being testosterone cypionate (a slightly
different prepararion) is suspended in
cottonseed oil, to which I had a slight
allergic reaction. This preparation also
gave me extreme mood swings.

Effects of Androgel@

The biggest surprise though, was my
reaction to the new Androgel® 1% gel
made by Unimed. This new gel, which I
apply every morning, has literally made a
new man out of me. Within a few weeks,
my skin wasless oin and red, 1 had few if
a['l}l' moo& Swi“gs. i S]Cpt greﬂ.t| In'\'
concentration improved, and I became
less heat intolerant. My reaction to things
that used to make me angry is' much more
mellow, as [ do not feel a need to physi-
cally pound on things. My beard does not
come in quite as fast, which is not a
problem for someone who had a 5 o’clack
shadow at 2 o’clock!

I have noriced that my muscles don't
bulk up as much as before even with
weight training, and my libido is not as
strong, which means it’s probably more
typical for a41 year old guy. When my
physician tested the level of T in my blood
it was 493, as compared to 714 when |
was on the shots. The normal range for
testosterone is very wide: 260-1000.

Another drawback to the gel is its
expense. One box can cost up to $180 in
southern California, almost double what |
was paying for a Scc vial of Delatestryl®
that lasted 3 months or more. It pays 0
shop around at different pharmacies.
Fortunately, with insurance your co-pay
may be much less. You can have different
concentrations of gel compounded through
the pharmacy, which may be less pricey.

Application

Androgel® comes in little foil packets
similar in size to condiments one would
get at a fast food restaurant. The gel looks
like a combination of cooking and motor
oil and smells a licde like rubbing alcohal.

Each box contains thirty packets in pairs.
Each one has to be cut open. Because |
generally use only half a packet, a box can
last me for almost two months.

The application is very much like
putting on aftershave. It is recommended
that you do it after showering in the
morning and that you not shower for at
least 4-5 hours after putting it on. You rub
it on your upper arms and shoulders.
Some less hirsute folks can use their
abdomen as well. It evaporates enough for
you to get dressed after about 5 minutes.

The package instructions warn against
touching/hugging female identified people
untl it’s dry as you don’t want to transfer
any onto them. Also, never put it on your
genitals, as it could more easily transfer to
your partner this way during sexual activity,
which could be a problem if this person is
happy with their current testosterone level.

As with most things, your results may
vary. My physician tells me that the few
patients he has who use the gel report
feeling better, but not in the dramatic way
[ am reporting. I know of one man using
the patches who has zor noticed a
difference. I know of yet two other men
who have felt worse in terms of hot flashes
and night sweats with the gel. I have yet
to see any literature on using this prepara-
tion pre-hysterectomy. So if this is a
question you have, ask your physician.

Note: This article was submitted to
the FTM newsletter in fall, 2000. Over
rime I found thar using half a packer was
surprisingly increasing fat in my hips and
chest, despite no change in diet or exercise.
The sleeves on my long sleeve shirts were
also getting longer, which implied that my
shoulders were shrinking. In approximately
early 2001 1 switched 1o three quarters of a
packer, and most of these negative side
cf}—{.‘c[s 113'\-'@ l'!ﬁ(f['l I'(:\’(:l'st'd.
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My testosterone level in February, ‘02
was 469 with a reference range of 270-
970. It was fascinating that without my
having ovaries (they were excised way back
in 1988) some “feminizing” reappeared.
Another way to view what had happened
was that the masculization was decreased.
Another negarive side effect now noted by
pharmacies is sensitivity to sun. Because |
sometimes feel flushed in the morning
abourt an hour after putting the prepara-
tion on, | am considering using a divided
dose—half in the morning and in the

evening. | am hopeful that the evening
dose will not keep me awake, as I used to
sometimes have even more insomnia than
usual the night after my injection.

I hope that this information is
helpful. It makes me aware in reading it
again that no matter how many years
“post-transition” we are, we still have to
deal with some aspect of being trans. | am
hopeful that future hormonal preparations
and knowledge about the use of testoster-
one will lead to an easier time for all of us
who choose 10 use the almighty T. 'V

Dr. FTM is a clinical psychologist
with more than 2@ years of per-
sonal and professional experience
in the trans community. His
clinical, educational and commu-
nity activities are directed
towards assisting individuals,
families, mental health practitio-
ners and university students to
lTearn about and advocate for
transpeople. He has conceptualized
and organized three Malibu Men’s
Retreats and was a member of the
conference organizing committee
for the FTM Forward Motion confer-
ence in Burbank in 1999.

Lo Do Ho

cing a trans person who idendfics

as an amalgamation of both

genders, resists all forms of the
gender binary and is rooted strongly in
the butch-femme dynamic, [ wanted to
know more about the effects of taking low
doses of hormones (lo do he) and non-
injectable forms of testosterone treatment.
I want to give birth to a child biologically
someday, but I also wish to masculinize
my upper body. After contacting a
number of medical professionals in New
York and Philadelphia though, I was
disappointed to learn that doctors
specializing in trans health could give me
so litde information and practical
knowledge about these options. So 1
turned to the Internet and other trans
people for insight and suggestions.

As social awareness around
transgenderism, a concept and/or belief
system that challenges imposed sets of
gender rules, continues to grow, more
people are exploring non-traditional
avenues to transition. Whether you
identify as FTM, genderqueer, gender-

liminal and/or twﬂ-spirircd, some of you

may have begun to question the role of
traditional testosterone treatment and
wonder how it can actually benefic your
personal experience with ctransition.

Like me, some individuals may
simply want to “experiment” with
[estoserone Fll's[' o see W}'I(_‘fhcr [l'l(l'y Iil(t‘
the way it feels. Others may be looking to
try alternative forms of treatment thar are
nart injected. One person | spoke to
wanted to lower his voice, increase upper
body muscles and keep his perinds from
coming back. He rakes 40 mg of testoster-
one a week and is very satisfied with the
result. A standard transitioning dose is
usually 200 mg every two weeks.

Social factors such as having difficulty
transitioning at work or while in school
and coming out trans to family and
friends may also play a part in why an
individual decides to take a lower dosage.
According to Dr. Mark Watkins in
Philadelphia, “Some people may not be
lookirg for dramatic changes, but still
want to be doing something,”

Also available by prescription are
non-injected forms of hormonal supple-

by Joe Ippolito

mentation, such as the T—patch (an
androgenic dermal patch that releases
testosterone through the skin) and
Androgcl@, an FDA approved testoster-
one gt’l Cﬁ'l'tﬂi nco “'lbil'la.rions 0{: DVCr—'[h(.‘—'
counter Suppl(’ml’ﬂts, SUC}] as Z.lnc,,
pumpkin seed, B-comp]cx and ginscng,
are 3{50 knﬂ\v]] [{a] l)()-ﬂﬁt nﬁr“m] testoster-
one levels and enhance sex drive.

Regardless of the option you choose,
remember to consult you doctor first and
get regular medical checkups along the
way. The trans community is a diverse
popularion of people with a variety of
needs. As powerful consumers who desire
safer and healthier alternartives to our
evolving transitional experience, we can
demand that our medical professionals
provide information about options other
than the usual testosterone dosage and the
traditional surgerics. W

Joe Ippolito is a pre-op FTM who
lives in Philadelphia, PA. He is a
licensed social worker who works in
the mental health field. Currently,
he is also working on obtaining a
doctoral degree in psychology from
Chestnut Hill College.

Female-to-Male Transsexuals in Society
Holly Devor

This book provides a detailed,

compassionate, intimate and incisive look at the
life experiences of

45 female-fo-male transsexuals.

It will serve as an invaluable resource

for transsexual pecple

and their loved ones.

Indiana Unwemar Press, $27.50, paperback,
ISBN 0-253-125!

-6. Available at your local bookstore, b
calling IUP at 1.800.842.6796, by writing Indiana Unl'.rers;atyr Press, 601 N.

Morton St., Bloomington, IN 47404, or at http://www.indiana.edu/~iupress/

Michael L.Brownstein, M.D.,

FACS

Plastic, Reconstructive and Gender Surgery

San Francisco, CA94107-2519

Toll Free (877) 255-2081
e-mail: mlb@brownsteinmd.com

Member American Society of Plastic Surgeons

1001 Mariposa Sireet
Suite 101
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by Dean Spade

On February 2, Dean Spade was arrested for using the men’s room in New
York City's Grand Central Station. Police followed him into the men's room
and, despite his willingness to leave, dragged him out in handcuffs as
bystanders watched. Spade and the 2 friends who tried to help him were

held for 23 hours at 3 different precincts before being released. At the arraignment,

the courtroom was

filled with friends and allies wearing “Living Trans is Not a Crime” stickers.

The trial

held about a month later was over so Tast that their yellow-uniformed supporters with giant fake

yellow flowers never got to wear their signs reading “NYPD: Stop Harassing Trannies,™ “23 Hours In Jail For
Being Trans,” and “There Is No Wrong Bathroom®™. A11 charges against Spade and his companions were dismissed.

Spade continues his efforts to start a new law project focusing on the needs of low-income transgender,
transsexual, genderqueer, and gender variant folks in NYC. The arrest has only reinforced his commitment -~Ed.

What was he wearing?’

‘He was asking for it!’
If you're not going to be @ REAL MAN,
don’t use the ment room.”

1 am deeply grareful to everyone who
advocated for us and who showed their
support in court and by email and phone.
The most unsettling unexpected conse-
quence of my arrest has been the trans
legitimacy and image maintenance
conversations it has spurned. People all
over the Internet seem to be wondering: Is
my claim to use the men’s room legiti-
mate? Have [ failed o meet the conditions
of manliness (or transmanliness) such that
the arrest was deserved? What do I look
like?

To some, whether or not I am to
blame depends on whether or not what I
did was illegal (which it was not). To
others, whether or not I am to blame
depends on how

much I look like a

violent was trearment I deserved. Bur
more than that, it is frightening to be
finding our the strict limits that people
who would identify themselves as trans or
trans allies have on what dignity gender
non-normative people are entitled to. Am
[ only entitled to use the bathroom that 1
want to use if I ean ‘pass’ as a man all the
time? If I fail to conform my gender
presentation such that | consistently pass
as male or female all the time, do I not
deserve to pee anywhere? If I don't choose
to or can't afford body alteration or the
procedures of changing my legal sex, do 1

not deserve to express my gender identity?

What’s legit transness?
This problem of what counts as a
legitimate wans-ness, who is entitled to a
quest for equality, and how the fight
becomes so narrow that it only protects

By entering these doors you are claiming an uncomplicated membership in one of two binaries. If you
cannot prove this membership--by appearance, by identification, by the structure of your genitals—

people who aren’t usually in harm's way
extends also to legal strategies being used
to supposedly secure rights and recogni-
tion for us. The existing legal precedents
about the establishment of gender for
trans people and about our rights are
closely and restrictively tied to the
medicalized models of gender transition
that already haunt us at every turn.
Besides there being many people who
cannot afford medical and legal transition,
we have people like me who DON'T
WANT a gender-cohesive, gender-
normative, state-sanctioned body and
mind. How can I invest in a liberation
project that requires me to conform to
seriously invasive gender-adjusting
procedures and processes in order to
deserve to pee without false arrest?

Fighting to Win
So, as a trans person, and
as a lawyer, how do [ resist the

man. And a third contortion of my narrative to
then yau I you do Beforeyou . P ¥ Sy
set seem to be o not fit choosea it gender policing ideologies?
I » 3 nerable. neally into door, look 7
saying _thaz the. fact Vot ingy R % st [P 2 sbysal, OV 40 I strugglc.: for trans
that this experience be ha- these two Whatdoes  |egal rights, equality, and
rassed, categor- i your li-
happened to me shouted at, ies, you cense say
means that it was Gl heveng youare? 6§ 3 B
, ened. You right to What mes- let’s just say
deserved, because | may bs enter sages do . : !
i . met with these your face, it's time for
failed s as
aied to passas a vialence. doors. You your body,
man and that is my ;“;‘hm:;d kg your halr- Tranarchy.
] ights t ?
shortcoming. g oM ey E“;izﬂ‘;t Whether you know
Z sepurity, privacy, or stand 16 : 3
Ow. Itisawful  youmaybe tigniy. psers 1t or not; we’re
t0 be told that i o | [ruarenet g, fighting for
something so these you are an your pre- your freedom,
h l 4 doors--ra- exhibit, 2 santafion, 5
umiliating, THamber spectacle, your ID? and we’re a8
unse = you are not a chal- Enter with . - .
vio!attzlr:gg;nd Lo I by ray sollis e f1 g htin g Lo W1
»
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dignicy without engaging in legal narra-
tives that furcher overdetermine gender

difference and ‘biology as destiny’? And
how do I deal with the pain of rejection
and blame from my own supposed
community members who sce my post-
top-op, no hormones, faggy, dykey, pervy
appearance as justification for any
degradation I run into?

As you may know, | am currently
working to start up a new law project
focusing on the needs of low-income
transgender, transsexual, genderqueer, and
gender variant folks in NYC, [t was funny
to spend a week writing a grant about
issues such as the discriminatory treac-
ment of this population in criminal justice
contexts, as well as the inadequacy of

A line of police
bl hold back an

¥ angry crowd
after arresting
atrans man
for using the
men's room in
i NYC's Grand

¢ Central
Station.

many lawyers to provide sensitive and
appropriate services to us, and then to
experience these very problems mysclf on
that same weekend. The experience has
reinforeed my commitment to this work.
Tam outragcd by the double bind in
which gender segregation of bathrooms
leaves transgender, transsexual, gender
variant, and genderqueer people. Like
many people, each time I use a public
bathroom I face the fact that no marter
what choice I make, 1 may encounter
harassment and potential violence and
arrest. This experience, and the ways in
which my body has become a battle-
ground for debate about what constitutes
a legitimate trans com plaint, who deserves
freedom and bathroom access, and

TG Restrooms at UM

On the third floor of the Student
Union at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor, between
the Michigan Student Assembly
and Lesbian Gay Bisexual and
Transgender Affairs offices, you'll
find a transgendear unisex
restraam. This is a full-fledged
restroom with multiple stalls and |
sinks.

Kelly Garrett, cooerdinator of
programs and student develop-
ment in the LGBTA office, said,
“People who don‘t fit into gender
norms come to the Union specifi-
cally to use this bathroom. Qur
goal is to have a safe bathroom
in every building on campus.”

whether it is okay that we live in a police
state, has only further convinced me of
the necessity of a grassroots, unapolo-
getic, non-medicalized, broadly inclusive
movement for free gender expression of
all people. Let’s just say. it’s time for
Tranarchy. Whether you know it or not,
we're fighting for your freedom, and we're
fighting to win. W
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New project prepares to provide legal services and advocacy to San
Francisco transgender community

by Chris Daley, Transgender Law Project Coordinator

he Transgender Law Project

(TLP) is a brand new effort to

create effective and long-lasting
legal advocacy for the San Francisco
transgender community. We are co-
sponsored by the National Center for
Lesbian Rights and Pride Law Fund and
housed in downtown San Francisco. FTM
activist and attorney Shannon Minter
oversees and guides the work of the project
and [ coordinate our day to day activities.

At TLE we utilize educational publica-
tions and workshops to link San Francisco’s
wransgender and legal communities. We do
not act as anyones lawyer. Instead, we help
members of the community underscand the
advocacy options open to them and, when
possible, connect them with effective and
competent legal representation.

[n February of ‘01, while I was
finishing up law school at UC Berkeley,
Shannon and I applied for funding
through the Pride Law Fund’s Tom Steel
Post-Graduate Fellowship. That funding
lasts through August of this year. We're in
the process of looking for ways to keep
the project funded beyond that date.

In fact, our long-range plans are to
create a stand-alone organization providing
legal representation and policy advocacy to
transgender communities across California.
Much of the project’s current focus is on
linking community members who are
experiencing legal problems with existing
legal service providers.

We have defined “transgender law”
as those laws and regulations that affect a

Legal Help from NCLR

If you are having legal prablems and
‘would like information or a lawyer, call
Chris Daley at (415) 771-7304, email him at
daley@ nclrights.org, or send mail to:

NCLR

870 Market Street, Suite 570

San Francisco CA 84117
NCLR holds free advice and counsel clinics
in the Bay Area an the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of every month at the above
address. Call for an appointment. Drop-ins
served if time allows.

person’s ability express their gender
identity. Such laws could deal with
discriminarion, idenriry documents,
immigration, safe and appropriate health
care, and marriage and custody rights. We
have produced several pamphlets on these
topics as they apply to people living in
California. You can request a copy of any
of our pamphlets (housing, employment.
asylum, document changes, and Medi-
Cal) by contacting me (see box below).

While our efforts primarily focus on
addressing issues specific w gender
identity, issues of racism, sexism, and
classism are often inseparable from the
gender identity of the diverse people who
make up the transgender community. In
order to recognize this reality, we are
taking steps to reach out to all communi-
ties of transgender people in San Fran-
cisco. The most significant manifestation
of this effort is a commitment to publish
all legal education pamphlets in English
and Spanish. In addition, TLP is holding
legal clinies both at the NCLR office and
ar the offices of social service providers in
San Francisco. While TLP still faces many
challenges in making its work relevant to
different populations, members of our
advisory board and other community
advisors, such as the Bay Area members of
FTMI, arc doing their best to help us
meet them. The National Center for
Lesbian Rights and FTMI are the two
major cooperating organizations involved
in the project.

In addition to offering free “advice
and counsel” legal clinics, TLP is hosting
trainings for the Bay Area Legal commu-
nity. These trainings are offered to legal
service organizations, who provide free
legal counsel to low-income clients, and to
private attorneys as a way to increase the
pool of attorneys who are competent to
represent transgender clients. The
trainings are a combination of general
information about the needs of the
transgender community and an overview
of Transgender Law.

Another main component of the
project is the creation and implementation
of a community legal nceds survey. Very

little concrete data exists on the legal
needs of San Francisco’s transgender
community. Therefore, we are undertak-
ing a community survey to get a better
picture of where at least some members of
the community are having legal difficul-
ties and which legal difficulties should be
confronted first. The results of the survey
will then be used as an advocacy tool for
guiding and promoting our fucure work.
In addition to these main compo-
nents, we are offering information and,
when possible, attorney contacts to people
from across the country thar call and
email us with questions. While, again, we
aren’t able to offer these folks representa-
tion, we can talk to them about their
situation and help them understand what
role a local lawyer might play. The other
significant piece of work that we are doing
is around creating and advocating for
policy changes. We are primarily doing
this on a state and local level by working
with school districts and other state
agencies whose current policies do not
support the transgender community. 'W

Note: At press time, Chris indicated
that he and Dylan Vade had secured
the bulk of the money needed to keep
the work going as the Transgender Law
Center for the next two years. They
will be the first two employees of
the Center, and starting in 2883, the
Transgender Law Center will be a new
California non-profit. The work of
the TLP (including the clinics) and
the Health Law and Policy Project
(see box on next page) will become
part of the Center. ~Ed.

Chris Daley, Boalt
Hall *#1, is a current
Tom Steel Fellow
working at the Na-
tional Center for
Lesbian Rights as the
coordinator of the
Transgender Law
Project (TLP). Over
the Tast six years,
Chris has worked with
various social justice c¢rganizations
throughout the Bay Area on issues
relating to HIV/AIDS education and
prevention, homelessness, police ac-
countability, and immigrants’ rights.
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Transgender Health Law Project

Starting September 1, 2002, the Transgender Health Law Project will help transgender and gender non-conforming
people in the San Francisco Bay Area get health insurance, use that health insurance, get procedures covered, and find
respectful doctors. Co-sponsored by the Echoing Green Foundation, Yale Initiative for Public Interest Law, FTMI, and
NCLR, the project will be a part of the Transgender Law Center. The goals of the Project are to:

1) increase transgender people’s access to and ability to use health coverage by creating and distributing a list of
transgender-friendly insurance companies, educating insurance companies about transgender people, and urging
insurance compoanies to stop rejecting transgender people outright;

2) increase transgender people’s access to transgender specific services by urging companies and schools to cover
transgender surgeries and hormones;

3) increase the utlization of Medi-Cal’s coverage of transgender specific treatments through education, assistance with
Medi-Cal applications, and training of attorneys in the relevant law as well as transgender sensitivity;

4) increase transgender people’s access to culturally competent doctors by providing transgender sersitivity trainings

for doctors and creating and distributing a list of culturally competent doctors.

Contacts Chris Dalsy at daley@nclrights.org or Dylan Vade at tghealthlaw@hotmail.com for more information.

ost trans people have had to

deal with being denied

healthcare or insurance
payment for medical treatments necessary
for their healch atr some rime—if not
many times. While some doctors prescribe
all necessary medicadon, including
hormone treatment and surgery, others
refuse to even treat tianssexuals. Some
insurers cover SRS and hormone treat-
ment, while other insurance companies
refuse to cover any injury or illness
presented by a transsexual. The denial of
treatment and coverage is contrary to
medical practice. And, given the number
of doctors and insurers that will cover our
medical services, ther must like our
money. So how do the providers who
deny us healtheare get away with this?

Kari Hong decided to look beyond

the medical system to discover whether
there might be a legal basis for discrimina-
tion against transsexuals. In her article,
Cutegorical Exclusions: Exploring Legal
Responses to Health Care Discrimination
against Transsecuals, Hong argues that the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
and the 14" Amendment should be used
together to draw attention to their
discrepancies when applied to trans people.

By Garin Chad Wiggins

ADA

The ADA is a law that ensures thar
patients with stigmatized health conditions
are nor mistreated by docrors and insurers
precisely in the ways that we are. But the
ADA includes an explicit exclusion clause
denying transsexuals its protection.

By examining legislacive history,
Hong found that this exclusion was not
made because of medical concerns.
Senators Armstrong and Helms supported
the clause out of blatant ignorance of
gender dysphoria and hostility towards
transsexual individuals. She argues that
Congressional conduct motivated out of
such animosity is contrary to the guaran-
tees of equal protection in the Fourteenth
Amendment based on gender and social
animus toward a social group.

14th Amendment

The 14* Amendment prohibits any
government animosity based on race or
gender or targeted towardsa small minority
with the intent to disadvantage them. But the
14" Amendment does not protect against all
forms of discrimination. For instance, a
private employer has the “right” to fire
someone who has a different astrological sign.

Her point, then, is that the ADA

L] Kari Hong on Legal Responses to
[I[[]]Y Healthcare Discrimination

exclusion clause is contrary to the protec-
tions guaranteed by the 14" Amendment.
In the context of the ADA, transsexuals
are not seen as a random unprorected
group, but as people discriminated against
because of our transgressions of gender, as a
targeted social group. Since Gender Identity
Disorder is classified as a psychological
disorder, they are stigmatizing us for our
medical conditions. But it is acceprable for
doctors and insurers to stigmatize trans-
sexuals, since the added clause makes us
exempt from the protections of the ADA.

Keep Categories Open

Hong also surveys how state and
federal courts are protecting transsexuals,
noting that when we are protected, it is
from being assumed ta be gay or lesbian or
on the basis of gender or transsexuality.
Hong thinks that the courts’ undersctand-
ing of whar constitutes sex—from women,
to men, to people who do not conform to
traditional gender roles—has evolved
enough for them to understand that
transsexuals should be included under the
rubric of such protection.

Using the ADA as an example under
which the same act or and discrimination
can be addressed by at least two categories, P
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gender and social group animus, she
concludes that it would be better for those
“'Ol'klng {4 g:;lin prot(:ctions {:Or ranssexu-

als to not consolidate protection into just
one category (such as gender) but to

insurc: ‘We arc PTOtﬂCEEd under SL“ avaiiablc

ca rcgories. A 4

Kantaras v. Kanta
Unprecedented Revelations

Kari Hong has published a report
of her research in the Clolumbia
Journal cf Gender and Law, Z2002.
Categorical Exclisions: Exploring
Legal Respaonses to Healith Care
Discrimination against Transsexu-
a7/s. 11 Colum. J. Gender & L. 88.

by Jamison Green

ichael Kantaras, a 42-year-old

bakery manager and FTM

transsexual man, had been
married to 33-year old Linda for nine
years when they made television history
together carlier this year. After roughly six
years of marriage, one adopted child (she
was pregnant when they met, he adopred
the baby) and a second child conceived
using sperm from Michael’s brother,
Michael fell in love with Sherry
Noodwang, one of Linda’s best girlfriends.
Linda asked him if he was attracted to
Sherry, and Michael told the truth: yes.
They split up. That was over three years
ago. Itwasn’t precey. Linda was furious.
Sherry divorced her husband to be with
Michael, and Michael started divorce
proceedings against Linda. Linda decided
to tell the children that “their father was a
woman” with her sister and some other
people present in a dramatic scene that
was guaranteed to upset the kids. Linda
felt she was doing the right thing.

According to Michael, Linda has

dragged the divorce process out for nearly
three years now and made a concerted
effort to poison their two children against
him (which he diligently worked to
prevent, so that now the kids feel safe with
him again). But now it is down to the
wire, and they are finally before a judge.
Linda has pulled our all the stops,
claiming Michael is not entitled to child
custody because he is a woman and
therefore their marriage was never valid,
so he should have no parental rights. Oh,
by the way, he should stll pay alimony
and child support.

This is not the first time a woman

has attempted to publicly emasculate her
FTM husband. But it is the first time
such a case has been nationally televised
on Court TV. Well over 120 hours of
testimony, analysis, and commentary
about the validity of FTM identity and
civil rights has been broadcast into
millions of homes across America. The
Rev. Jerry Falwell has made his typical
pronouncements. Doctors have declared
that the size of a penis isn’t what defines a
social man or a fit parent. A court
appointed psychologist testified that
Michael should have custody because he
was the better parent. Linda’s sister
testified that she and the rest of Linda’s
family felt compelled to tell the children
“their father wasn't really their father, but,
in fact, he was a woman™ without
consulting with Michael or inviting him
to be present. Another doctor described
the phalloplasty procedure in such a
demeaning way as to make Michael seem
absolutely reasonable in his decision not
to have that surgery. Jeb Bushs Florida
courts will soon make a proclamation
about legal maleness in a state where only
a man and a woman may wed. In an
unprecedented number of public polls
conducted on the Court TV web site,
Michael has won popular approval day
after day. All in all, the coverage has been
quite fair, in spite of the inepr, ignorant
remarks and questions that have occasion-
ally spewed from reporters or commenta-
tors in their effort to understand or
explain such a complex phenomenon as
transsexualism in fragmentary sound-
bites, and in spite of how painful it has
been to watch Michael have w explain

Kari E. Hong is Law Clerk to the
Honorable Judge Jeremy Fogel, U.S.
District Court, Northern District
of California. She earned a J.D.
from Columbia University and a
B.A. from Swarthmore College.

ras:

how he has sex and how he urinates.
Some great moments in television
occurred because of this coverage, though.
In Court TV’s New York Studios, FTM
social worker Ray Carannante was
brilliant in his extended commentary on
the case. Paisley Currah, political science
professor and board member of the newly
formed Transgender Law & Policy
Institute (www.transgenderlaw.org) was
solidly informative, as was attorney and
ally Ken Choe of the ACLU. Yours truly
appeared via satellite link-up on the
Catherine Crier commentary show in a
brief segment on January 31st, opposed
by a ranting Florida attorney who
categorically denied that it was possible to
change sex and therefore, “no matter what
she calls herself, or what she wears, or
what kind of hormones or surgery she
takes, she was born a woman and she’ll
always be a woman. You can't change
essentials. And the state of Florida should
not have to be a party to this bizarre social
experiment!” I responded calmly that this
wasn't an unprecedented case, that this
phenomenon is hardly new, and while it
may be new in Florida courts, it was really
not all that unusual.
In a Florida

courtroom,
Michael

for custody of

divorce
proceedings
with Linda
Kantaras
(opposite), his
wife of nine

years.
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_I-C,\\"al'd [hc Cﬂd Uf tl‘lc S'chk
hearing (it was supposed to go only for 5
days!), one oppesition commentator
stated that he thought the reason this case
was televised on Court TV was because
one of the attorneys working for the
Michael Kantaras side was a transsexual,
and this attorney probably wanted to use
this poor family to make a political point.
I was appalled by this starement, which
the Court TV announcer interviewing this
man did nothing to correct. In fact, the
attorney he referred to was Shannon
Minter, Senior Staff Artorney for the
National Center for Lesbian Rights. Mr.
Minter is, in fact, an FTM, and he was
present in the courtroom during the
proceedings, seated at the rable alongside
Michael’s attorney Collin Vause. I asked
Shannon for his reaction to this comment,
and he said, “NO! We wanted to keep
Court TV out of this, bur we had no
choicel We couldn’t stop them. They
pick the cases they want to televise. If we
could have done this quietly, we would
have much preferred that. No. Its
important that people understand we
didn’t ask for this coverage.”

Michael Kantaras is not all FTMs.
He is not all husbands or all fathers, or all
FTM husbands or fathers. But he has
been dissected and scrutinized in a way
that no other FTM ever has before, and to
many people who have watched Court TV
from late January through carly February
2002, he does, for better or worse,
epitomize female-to-male transsexual
people. There is a way in which all
transmen are on trial here, and the fact is
we fared pretry well.

As 1 write this, the case is still before
Judge Gerard O’Brien, who is faced with
the daunting task of determining (first)
whar constitutes a man in the state of
Florida, (second) whether Michael and
Linda Kantaras's marriage was valid and, if

issue
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Help the Equality Florida Legal Advocacy Project

Equality Florida Legal Advocacy Project’s director, Karen Doering, was one
of the three attorneys reprasenting Mr. Kantaras at his trial, along with
Shannon Minter of the Transgender Law & Policy Institute and Collin
Vauss, a private family law attorney in Clearwater. Ms. Doering worked
for months prior to the trial preparing Michael’s case and locating the
expert medical witnesses necessary to prove

that Mr. Kantaras is male, that his marriage is
valid, and that a transsexual man can be a
good father to his children. Litigating this case
has been enormously expensive, and the
Advocacy Project has depleted its resources.

Donations can be sent to:
Equality Florida Legal
Advacacy Project, Inc.
3708 W. Swann Ave
Tampa, FL 33609-4522

Due to the nature of the case, the Advocacy

Project will not recoup any of these costs even if the judge rules in Mr.
Kantaras’ favor. Transgender individuals and anyone who recognizes the
importance of this case are urged to make a monetary contribution to the
Equality Florida Legal Advocacy Project. All funds received are tax deduct-
ible and will help the Advocacy Project continue to fight for the rights of
the LGBT community in Florida.

s0, whether (and on what grounds) he
should grant them a divorce, and (finally)
what custody arrangement should he

Jamison “James”™ Green transitioned
in 1988 and since then has been
involved with the FTM community in
the U.S. and internationally. He

allow? The eyes of a nation are upon him: led FTM International from 1991 to

a religious nation, a secular nation, a
homosexual nation, a homophobic nation,
a transnation. Many “special interese
groups” have a legitimate special interest in
the ourcome of this case. And, as in almost

1999. Currently, he serves on the
board of the Transgender Law and
Policy Institute and is board
chair of Gender Education & Advo-
cacy (GEA). View his Web site at
http://www.jamisongreen.com,

cvery family law case that goes this far
through the court system, no matter what

Judge O’Brien
decides, someone is
going o get hurt.
While cthere have
been cases lile this
before in other states
(the Vecchione case in
Orange County,
Califomnia in 1997
and 1998 comes to
mind, in which an
FTM’s maleness was
u phcld in court, his
marriage validated
and dissolved, and
jt}]nt |cg‘;d cu:itody of
his child established),
the weight of case law
is Fl.gai nst mra l15p(’0pic.
Shannon Minrer
thinks Michael
Kantaras stands a good
chance of winning,
but we all will have to
wait and se¢ what the

judge decides. W
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Blessed Bi Spirit

Blessed Bi Spirit:
Bisexual People of
Faith, Edited by Debra
R. Kolodny. Continuum,
New York, 20080.

Reviewed by
Sheila Koren

iscxuals are blessed, according to
B many authors in this collection,

and not just because, as Woody
Allen joked, bisexuality doubles your
Chanc‘:s FOT Endi“g a Cliltc on Saturday
night. They suggest rather that, because
sexuality is sacred, those who live and love
outside the dualities of common practice
bCSt CxPl‘eSS a di\'ine Capacity For connect-
ing h}r soul and not by superﬁciai physical
attributes.

Bisexuality, in this collection of
articles, poems and essays, is explored
from a diverse array of religious perspec-
tives, from Catholic to Tantric to the
increasingly ever popuhr “sex positive,
gender anarchist, pagan, peace and
pleasure activist” (Lynn Dobbs). Edited by
Debra Kclodn)r, former National Cootdi-
nator of BiNet USA ard current facilitator
of the Nartional Religious Leadership
Roundrable, authors in this volume

" explore “the inherent blessing of loving
beyond the bounds of zender.”

Transsexuality becomes a significant
thread throughout much of the book
because, to many authors, both the
bisexual and the transsexual seem to best
reflect the hermaphroditic co-gendered
god(dess)head of the supreme being, the
bisexual in his or her ability to be
attracted to borh genders, and the

rranssexual in his or her embodiment of
the female and male in one. Both live in
what author Rosefire calls “the seed germ
dots within each teardrop” of the yin yang
symbol, male within the female side,
female within the male.

KW]'IC[] 0nc ul]&crs[ﬂﬂds biscxualit_‘f
as the sum total of all the imp]ications of
loving others at the level of the SOUL,
and not mercly at the level of the physical
BODY,* writes Kolodny, “one under-
stands that this capacity is indeed our
most {oftll.nﬂtc dcstin}’, and a sratc (1[:
exquisite grace.”

SC\"Crﬂl ﬂllr_llors, il‘l(:lud.ing tra.nsbo}"
Cary Bowen, speak to the history of being
transgendered that has been honored and
even iconic in other cultures and other
times: the Dagara of West Africa; the bijra
and the erdache, or Tivo Spirit, of many
Nartive American tribes; Lord Shiva and
Mother Kali, each somerimes male,
sometimes female in Hindu mythology;
the Greek Aphrodite Urania “who wearsa
beard on her lovc]y feminine face,” (Raven
Kaldera); and the original, mythic or
historic (take your choice) Atlantis and
Lemuria, from which we all descend and ro
which we all—according to those who
believe so—aspire to return.

The ‘berdache,
varying somewhat
among different
Narive American
cultures, was not so
much defined by
anatomy but by spirit,
by being able to
integrate the gendersin
a special way, to
reconcile an original
split (that some suggest
is represented in the
Adam and Eve story:
paradise involving
androgynous creatures,
separated by God for
the challenge, perhaps of
finding their way back
or to a higher level of sexual integration).

Ganapati S. Durgadas writes elo-
quently of her (Hindu) traditions’
challenges: “It seems they have placed me
here, forever between worlds, for it is only
when I am between that I feel mostalive.
Therefore 1 suspect the tension of my
dilemma itself is part of the divine...God
appeared to be most at home in the
borderland between male and female.

vdived by Debra R, Kolodny
Jarewnrd by Mary E- Hunt

Particularly refreshing in this era
wherein to be queer in any way is often
taken as an anti-Christian abomination to
right-wing fundamentalists, who cite the
Bible as backup to their fears and hatred
of difference and diversity, comes Amanda
Udis-Kessler’s picee about Jesus® true spirit
of inclusivity. Citing from the Galatians
3:28, “There is no longcr Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no
IUDB‘:I' ll'ﬁlli.." a[ld chﬂlc‘, fo[’ a.l[ 0}‘ }'OLI. darc
one in Christ Jesus.”

Calling God a “Divine Androgyne,”
Soror Ocho reveals fascinating stories of
occult theory and practice; including
alchemy and Rosicrucian doctrine and
other ancient mysteries. In the former
CAsC, gold bccomﬂ:& a n]ctaphof FOr th'&
spiritually integrated male and female
aspects, and, in the lacter, all is evolved
from the Universal Hermaphrodite.

Many authors speak to the integration
of body and spirit that bisexuality entails.
Religion for these writers is a bodily
experience. “My Eros and my spirit meet
at the alar,” writes Laurel Dykstra.

Some pieces are more down o earth
and practical. One woman's experience is
of trying ro make room for bisexuals in
the Presbyterian Church;
another piece is a bisexual’s
lament at being ostracized by
both the gay and straight
communiries in which she'd
worked as a minister.

By the editor ‘s own
admission, the collection is
sadly missing an Islamic or
Muslim perspective. Itis
also sometimes confusing to
have the concepts of
bisexuality and
transgenderedness interlaced
the way they often are, as if
they are almost the same
thing. Many transgendered
people do nor identify as
twao spirits, but rather as a
singular gender identity
wrongly packaged. And many if not most
are not bisexual. There is alsoa disin-
genuous thread throughout the book,
though certainly not in all ics picces, that
bisexuals and transsexuals somehow love
outside the body, and transcend in their
attractions the base instincts of others.

This expectation that there is
something better, more spiritual, less
physical—yet still quite different and
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other—abourt any group can serve 1o
further distance rather than include in the
full spectrum of human possibilities
people who happen to have certain
qualities and traits, inclinations and
leanings in some areas and not in others.
It reminds me of waen I thought (way
back in the 60s and 70s) that lesbians
would never be corporate presidents
because to be lesbian was to be above all

that capiralistic stuff. Similarly; [ wonder
if there are really more spiritual bisexuals
or transsexuals than there are spiritually
inclined any other kind of person, if these
qualities aren’ just another way that
diversity exerts itself in the human
condition, randomly and with no
particular correlates.

Nevertheless, in a society where we
who experience our gender and sexuality

outside the cultural norm and who can
tend to feel cursed, somerimes literally, it's
validating to read these thoughtful pieces
about the blessings of bisexuality. W

Sheila Koren is a writer and psy-
chotherapist. Her bock reviews and
articles have appeared in the San
Francisco Chronicle and Parenting
Magazine, among others. She lives
in San Francisco with her FTM
partner and 2 grown children.

FILM

Review of Sir:
Better than the
Average Documentary

Sir: Just a Normal Guy
Melanie La Rosa, Director
(USA, video, 55 min.)

Reviewed by Alex Gino

eing your everyday genderfreak, I

was hesitant to review Sir: Just a

Normal Guy, a documentary
directed by Melanie La Rosa. A normal
guy? How conventional. Luckily, my
assumptions were unfoundcd.

Sir: Just @ Normal Guy follows the
first year and a halfin che physical
transition of Jay, an FTM in Seattle. This
film, La Rosd’s first full-length documen-
tary, runs about an hour and is a solid
piece of work. It is aimed ar folks who are
considering physically transitioning, and
effecrively disseminates a large amount of
information in an enjoyable format.

The film touches upon most of the
areas of Jay's life. including the decision to

transition, the phy::icn] effects of testasrer-

one and top surgery, identity, relation-
ships, family, and the work environment.
Most topics are covered in detail, with
several conversarions with Jay thar rake
place over time. In fact, one of the only
topics nort discussed in much dezail is the
increase in libido, and it is understandable
that someone might prefer not to air his
sexual feelings to the world.

One of the most interesting threads in
this documentary is the path of Jay’s
identity. At the beginning of the film, Jay
struggles with feelings of being a “freak”,
which are followed and resolved as Jay feels
more and more like your average, straight
guy. We also get to watch Jay’s views on
identifying as queer evolve over time.

In general, Jay

415.923.115
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reminds me a lot of
many young
transmen [ know.
He always felt
masculine, spent
time as a dyke, and is
now surprised to
find himself feeling
comfortable and
normal now that he’s
living his life as a
man. As this is a

| self esteem
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The website for SIR is
www.geocities.com/
sirthemovie

Purchase information:
Available for purchase for
$25 plus postage ($3.50 in
the US and mare for
international)

Contact Melzanie La Rosa,
Director
sirthemovie@yahoo.com

dﬂflln‘!ﬁ'ﬂrary abﬂllt nne ma l'I’S j('lll rney, it
certainly can'’t tell everyone’s story, but
many of the themes here of respect for
55'{’id€nl ||:}F 'Alld tll(‘.‘, V‘Bil]{': [‘IF()I’]C r(‘-cﬂgni'f.-
ing and ﬁ'ﬁ[owing one’s own path, are
much more general and relate to change
of any kind. Many people will find
themselves and their lives reflected in the
story of Jay.

[ would recommend this film for
folks questioning their gender identity,
those wanting to sce their lives reflected in
film, and those considering physically
transitioning, as well as non-trans people
who are wondering more abour FTMs
and transitioning, It is straightforward and
informative withour being overwhelming,
It is focused on one individual, but the
tone recognizes thar this is only one life,
and thar there are as many ways of being
trans as there are trans people. W

Alex Gino lives most happily in
Philadelphia, PA. Ze works at the
Spiral Q Puppet Theater and is
involved with the Transgender
Health Action Coalition and the
LGBT community center's
Transgender Programming Committee,
Zir self-identifies as one or more
of the following: omnisexual,
genderqueer, nonaligned, femmeboy,
bouncing fag, kinky, glitterboi,
bundle of righteous indignation.



FTMs Take on Victoria: One Guy’s Perspective

hen my family was in England
18 years ago, we heard, on an
almost daily basis, “Hey,

youre from Canada—do you know a guy
named Bob Smirh in Toronte?” As the
character in a recent ad by a Canadian beer
company replied, “Bob the accountant?
Yeah, he’s dead.” Even on primetime TV,
Canadians like to make fun of how ignorant
people ourside Canada are about the
vastness of this country. So it would be
awfully presumpruous of me to try to do
some kind of cross-country description.
FTMs across the country are doing just
about everything you can think of, from
legal Advocacy to peer support to HIV/
AIDS education. Many of us are involved
not only in trans movements, but also in
other social and environmental justice
efforts.

So, taking it down to a provincial
scale: it’s an exciting and depressing time
to be an FTM in BC. Exciting: in the last
six years there’s been a very rapid burst of
growth in the development of FTM
communities. Depressing: the recently
elected provincial government is slashing
and burning just about every social
program that benefits our communities,
gutting welfare, health care, legal aid,
education, the Human Rights Commis-
sion, and funding for non-profit agencies.
Instead, the government is putting its
money towards tax breaks for rich people
and a very expensive PR campaign aimed
at sabotaging First Nations’ efforts to

assert their sovereignty. We live in grim
political times. Nevertheless, there are
reasons to celebrate our accomplishments
over the last six years, even as we dig our
heels in to regain the ground chat has been
lost since the Liberals came to power.

I live in Victoria (a small city of
200,000 people, on the southern tip of
Vancouver Island in the Pacific North-
west). Although there were probably
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by Joshua Mira Goldberg

informal networks of FI'Ms here prior to
1996, I have no sense whether people were
primarily closeted and isolated, or were out
and active but outside my little bubble of
awareness. When I came our ac FTM that
year, there was a small transsexual support
group (Zenith) that, although theoretically
open to all, was in pracrice focused on
MTFs anc a few people from the dyke
community who self-idenrified on the trans
side of butch (asa big old sissy fag, I didn’t
quite qualfy for that scene). David
Harrison's performance at our local Fringe
Festival was the first time I had seen
another real live FTM transsexual.
Evenwally I hooked up with a few
FTMs in Vancouver (a large city on the
mainland, roughly 5 hours away by ferry
and public transit) through TGC-L, an
email listserver for Canadian trans people.
[ was extremely fortunate to connect with
three guys who were further along than
me and ceuld provide perspective and
helpful tips on surviving the ups and
downs of wransition. I was also fortunate
that we shared not only the experience of
transition, but also a commitment to
equity and justice and some experience as
activists. The four of us created the
province-wide BC FTM Network,
offering peer support, advocacy, and a
forum for trans guys who had felt our
needs were not being addressed by MTF-
dominated groups. One of our first
actions was to represent FT'Ms on the BC
Human Rights Commission’s Trans-
gendered Advisory Committee, a cross-
spectrum group advising the HRC on
efforts to include “gender identity” in
provincial human rights legislation
(recommendations that were eventually
approved by the HRC, burt rejected by the
provincial government). Although we've
remained primarily Vancouver- and
Victoria-based, the nerwork does include
guys from rural and remote locations

throughout the province.

The FTM scene in Vancouver is
huge, and ['ll leave it to one of the guys
from Vancouver to write more abour the
many fabulous things they've done in that
city. Here in Victoria, individuals have
made many contributions to the growth
of FTM communities. Non-trans allies
have helped FTMs to connect with each
other, have pushed for recognirion of
FTM concerns, and have challenged
transphobic diserimination within their
communities. Many people in mixed trans
and LGBT/queer groups have made an
effort to become more FTM-inclusive.
And a number of new groups initiated by
FTMs have come (and some have gone) in
the last five years.

FTM Etcetera, a monthly drop-in
peer support group for anyone born
female who identifies some or all of the
time as masculine/male, ran for two years,
The drop-in is no longer running, but
individuals provide one-on-one support to
FTMs across Vancouver Island.

Genderqueers (genderqueers@
hotmail.com), a group “open to anyone
wishing to speak out against racism,
classism, sexism, ableism, homophobia,
heterosexism, and transphobia”, has done a
number of campaigns on issues such as
bathroom accessibility and intersex rights,
hosted video and discussion nights, and
provided workshops for several local groups.
Although Genderqueers is no longer
meeting regularly, the group continues to
host an email discussion and news list, and
members of the group continue to work
together both socially and politically.

Transcend (transcend @
islandnet.com) provides peer support,
advocacy, and education, with the aim of
addressing “the systemic social, political,
and economic conditions that negatively
affect trans people, intersex people, and
our family members.” The (mixed) peer
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support group meets monthly, our
Speakers’ Bureau has facilitated around 35
workshops, we've created a lending library,
and our resource guide (online at htep://
www.transgender.org/transcend/guide/
index.htm) is being used as a template by
other trans activists across the country.
There’s also a burgeoning FTM arts
scene, with drag performers, cartoonists,
spoken word performers, and a stripper
who describes his shows as “Fat Man
Dancing”. Local artist Julian Gunn’s
enterprise, Radiant Fracture,
(radiantfracture@hotrmail.com) has
singlehandedly put FTMs on the comic
map, with three FTM zines (Transmissions
From Beyond, Girl Name, and Cunt Boy)

and numerous features in non-trans
publications. A new ‘zine, Avoid Strange
Men, showcases local queer & trans talent,
and Caprain Snowdon’s Queer Words
Project (queerwordsproject@hotmail.com)
has sponsored a number of events that
have featured FTM writers and performers.
FTM:s from Victoria have been
extremely active in networking with people
in other locales. FTMs and allies here are
waorking with people in Prince George to
have the murder of a First Nations trans
woman legally recognized as a hate crime.
I'm sure there are many small and
large contributions I've inadvertently left
out. But I hope this off-the-top-of-my-

head retrospective conveys that for a small

community, we are kicking some big ass.
There is still a long way to go, both
internally (to address sexism, racism,
classism, antisemitism, etc. within FTM
communities) and externally. With the
government cuts, many FTMs will be
forced to spend more time scrambling for
the basics of food, shelter, and health care.
But we've come a long way from 1996
when, scared and lonely and more than a
lictle peevish, I had to travel all the way to
Vancouver just to see another FTM. I'm
optimistic that the next six years will be
equally productive. W

Joshua Mira Goldberg is an unre-

pentant crossdresser who looks
fabulous in sheer fabrics.

TS and TG: Two Threads of the Tapestry

by Rupert Raj

You’ve likely heard of the “border wars” between feminist lesbians and transmen during the 1988s. Closer to
home for us has been the historical (and even now continuing) “battle” between people who identify as trans-
sexual and those who identify as transgendered. Well, here are the thoughts of someone who has identified as
a bisexual, “affectively androgynous” transman since I first reassigned over three decades ago.

enerally, I use the term trans-

sexual (TS) as an adjective when

speaking of TS people, and often
use the words transmen and transwomen to
effectively identify us. Some TS folks I
know, including myself, object to such
terms as transie, tranny, trannyfag, she-male
and sex cbnge as disparaging, viewing
these descriptors as pejorative labels that
denigrate, diminish and dehumanize us as
unique human beings and well-rounded
individuals, each in our own right. In
contrast, some TS individuals embrace
such terms as transperson, transpeople,
transfolk, trans community and trans-
identified as celebratory identifiers when
used by their peers and transpositive allies.

Many of the transsexuals I know do

not like being labelled rransgendered and do
not identify as such. This umbrella term
derived from the narrower word
transgenderist (coined by Virginia Prince in
the 1960s and popularized by Richard
Docter in the 1980s) which applied to
genetic males who passed and lived as
women most or all of the time, usually with
the benefit of female hormones and
sometimes breast implants and facial surgery.
Transgenderists (sometimes called she-males),
however, did not surgically alter their male
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genitals and did not identify as TS women.
In the 1990s lesbian women co-opted this
term, as well as the term FTM, to describe
masculine lesbians who identified, not as
men, but as both genders or as neither.

Instead, we willingly embrace the
term transsexual precisely because it
denotes that we are changing (want to
change or have already changed) our sex
(i.e., physical body, including our genitals,
where possible), not our gender (i.e.,
gender identity as masculine or feminine,
as feeling like a man or a woman). The
emphasis for transsexuals, then, is on
feeling male or female in a real physical
way, in addition to already feeling
masculine or feminine in a more intuitive,
affective and cognitive manner.

For TG men (some of whom are
transgenderists and feminine or effeminate
men who identify as she-males) and TG
women (many of whom are apparently
masculine lesbians who identify as he-shes
or boychicks), the focus is on breaking
down society’s binary system of the
polarizations of male and female, mascu-
line and feminine, becoming a third sex
and third gender, rather than identifying
as the opposite sex as transsexuals typically
do. I have also met some TS folks who

post-surgically ID as both transsexual and
transgendered: a dual location on the
continuum of gender identity.

In sum, our limited language cannot
always adequately convey the ephemeral
nature of complex gender and sexual
orientation identities and presentations—
let alone the fact that people might locate
themselves at different places on the four
continua (physical sex, gender identity,
sexual orientation, and sexual [orienta-
tion] identity) at different times and
places and contexts in their lives. But since
our identifications and presentations can
be fluid and tend to change over time and
space dynamically, our language must
continually evolve. That is the challenge
for all of us, both as consumers and as
providers. It is my hope that all of us (TS,
TG, IS, two-spirited, crossdressers,
gender-variant, genderqueer [or
transqueer—my term]) will learn to
embrace our unique diversities, as well as
our common intersections, in a rich
tapestry that weaves all our threads
together: our trans community. W
For more on this issue, see:
Herdt, G. (Ed.). (1994). 7hird

sex, third gender: Beyond sexual
dimorphism in culture and history.

New York: Zone Books.



I%I—Poetry and Prose

You make it hard for us because you pass...

society makes it harder

o you think that you would have
still transitioned if society was
accepting of gender variance? By
the time the word society makes it out of
her mouth I'm already on the defense. 1
know what she is about to ask because I've
been asked numerous times before, and it’s
coming from 2 whole bunch of places, not
just within the trans community.
It's a fair enough question, so why am
I so pissed? What is it abour that question
that makes me want to run screaming with
my hand over my ears???
into the whirling wind
I’m triggered in more ways than one
and I'm trying not to show it but niy body
language tells her that shes hiv a nerve.
[ think ic’s this
[ hear
gender betrayer
When asked questions about my
choices around transitioning I fecl like
screaming that T wouldr'e have done this
NO MATTER WHAT if I didn't feel like it
was necessary for me, but I know thart that
is not the way in which to approach it. If
tomorrow, society suddenly became
accepting of gender variance it still wouldn’t
change the faer that I hated my body as
female. [ didn' rejoice in having breasts or
celebrate my vagina. I didnt have a life,
save O‘bSESSiFlg about gcnder rcassign:ncrlt. I
lay in my bed and hoped I would dic. My
choice was not about blending in. I didn’
transition to take my place at the patriar-
chal table, 1 did it to have a life.
What I feel in that question is that
I'm being compared to
trans guys who are sexist, misogynist
pigs you know who I think betrays us
trans guys who abuse their parmers
trans guys who don’t question male
privilege or acknowledge that they are
taking up male space.
too trans
The rop of my head is about to blow
off with such force thar I should stop but T
kind of wanr to see where this is raking me.
the bottom line
sellout
not trans enough

nananananana Keenan is

missing what [ had discovered

yesterday.

It's taken me awhile to drown out the
whispering, and the wind has finally sertled
down, but I'm at the point where [ know

that the way in which I
choose to express my gender
is right for me.

And it's not an easy
answer, it's been something
that I've been struggling with
for quite some time. I've
heard that question often
enough that I started to
question my own reasons for
transitioning and embracing
the male pronoun. 1
wondered if I was in fact
sclling out, raking the casy
road, making it harder for
those who decide not to
transition. You know you
hear something often
cnongh, you start to bu:_.r into
it. I started listening to the
whispers that go unchal-
lenged about the trans
community, that those who
don't transition just aren’t
ready yet, that those that do
arcn’t [—‘l.lckiﬂg wi.th gendel'—
rhey are assimilal]ng into it,
E}]a[ Ll'lc'}' are bctrayi ng f}lmc
that want to expand the
Cﬂnﬁﬂes O[: [}le bDX.

[ stare blankly

My screams are
dcafening me, Imlding me at
arms ]engt%] .F].'Om dle meaning
I wish to get out of this

Doesnt the facr thar T
question, cha"engc, exist in
and embrace my transness
fuck with and expand the
notions of masculiniry?

AM T FUCKING
GENDEROR HASIT
FUCKED ME

“Whar do you want?”

“Gender, gender, gender”

by Keenan

it sings through my head like a childrens nurs-

ery thyme. Mocking me, surrounding me, inch-
ing closer and then running away laughing. W
Keenan is a Trannyboy activist
dedicated to creating space for hard

conversation and calling it l1ike it
is, He lives in Victoria, BC, Canada.

So Deep in the World
by Julian Gunn

Deep-bellied sister

I'wanted to write you a poem

agbout a man so deep in the world

he was green

a soil you could seed with

every ecstatic uncomplicated yes

you never got to say

But the truth is

| don’t want to share

noteven in a poem

I want all that cock for myself

There are no equal pieces in sex

desire punches a hole in your sky

and you try to write it closed

If | spend my words conjuring a green man to
unwind his thread

in the red maze of your cunt

would you do the same trick for me

Or would you go on spinning hymns to your twat
as if you were the only one who had one
Oh my life is a rich red fruit

clotted with garnets

as sweet and bitter

as anyone could ask for

| have nothing to complain about

Still here [ am

counting my words from hand to hand
while you hold your cunt open like a grin

Julian Gunn is an FTM poet, performer, editor,
comic artist and statistical clerk living in
Victoria, BCL, Canada. He knows Tor sure he is
gbod at being a statistical clerk. Zines he has
created (CuntBoy. Transmissions from Beyvend,
Girl Name) or co-edited (Avoid Strange Men) are
available from PO Box 8673, Victoria, BC,
Canada, V8W 352.
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was my third one, and True Spiric

continues to be a space like no other
wherein we can safely explore and share
valuable experiences. I recognize that
much goes into the planning and organiz-
ing of the event and that often the work of
the organizers goes unnoticed or unappre-
ciated. I more than appreciate True Spiri
and hope that nothing ever happens so
that the conference can not continue.

Unfortunately, this past year at True
Spirit, an age policy was put into effect
that limited access ta certain workshops
and panels to youth under the age of 17.
This policy was implemented for a
number of reasons, mostly because there
was a lot of fear of parents suing the
conference organizers. An accusation of
contributing to the delinquency of a
minor or pedophilia could get someone a
long time in prison. And for
transgendered people, prison is a terrifying
and life-threatening prospect.

When conference-goers, myself
included, found out about the age policy,
we immediately wanted to know the
reasons why it was put into effect in the
first place. While I recognize that I did
not work on the organizing board, I did
feel, as a member of the community, that
such a decision should have been made
with input from everyone—youth under

I love the True Spisit Conference. This

-”// Thoughts on

True Spirit’s Youth Policy

by Max Spit

17 included.

An impromptu meeting was called to
discuss the policy at True Spirit, but time
was limited, and I felt frustrated. It was
very difficult to voice my disappointment
and concerns in such a context,

Everyone felt very passionately about the
issue, and the discussion definitely took
on an “us-versus-them” or “kids-versus-
grownups’ sentiment.

I for one felt frustrated for a number of
reasons. One, there seemed to be the
assumption on the side of the organizers
that the young people in attendance did
not understand the reality of the situation,
that we were idealists, and that they were
attcempting to make the only cruly
reasonable or lawful decisions. [ think chat
trans youth everywhere understand the
“real world”— they’re young,
transgendered
people in a society
that devalues and
hates them for these
reasons. Some of
them are homeless,
some of them have
been criminalized
for their identities,
and most have
unsupportive home
and school lives. As
a young transmarn, I

TGITSICD Counseling
Individual, Couples, Group Counseling
and Referrals for the Transgendered
Community, Partners,and Families.

Open Monthly Events.

www.lagendercenter.com

know that the world is no casy place, and
I can’t imagine the courage and self-
knowledge it must take to be out as trans
in high school.

Maybe it is idealistic to want so much
from one conference, to work to make it a
space where everyone is welcome and their
voices can be heard. It is also important to
recognize the work done by older genera-
tions to create a space like True Spirit. It is
necessary, however, for us to continue to
embrace young people and welcome them
into our community. "W

Max spit is a 22-year-old transman
and queer activist. He is cur-
rently involved in a project
documenting the lives of young
transpeople all over the U.S. He
will not be running for president
anytime soon.

Los Angeles Gender Center
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By Garin Chad Wiggins
World

Japanese Speedboat Racer
Transitions

Chinatsu Ando, a Japanese speedboat
racer with a reputation as a strong
competitor, recently announced her
transition to male. “With my sex change
operation, I'm basically throwing 38 years
of my life away, bur I was just filled with a
feeling that [ could no longer live out a
life of lying,” said Ando, who has taken
the male first name of Hiromasa.

Not only was Hiromasa’s decision
accepted by the Japan Motorboat Racing
Federation, but it also failed to get much
of a reaction from the public.

Japan is only gradually coming to
terms with sexual minorities, and particu-
larly the issue of transsexuals. Ever since a
docror was successtully prosecuted for
performing sex change operations in
1969, the medical profession appeared to
opt for safety and largely ignored the
issue. It was in 1997 thar guidelines were
adopted for sex change operations.
Hiromasa’s announcement, and the
reaction to it, may be a sign that Japan is
moving towards a greater tolerance.

There are also other signs of changing
attitudes. The Mie University in western
Japan has appointed transsexual activist
Masae Torai* to lecture on the issue of
sexual identity to medical students. Torai
changed from female to male in an
operation in the US in the late 1980s and
has become an activist for transsexual
rights, leading the group FTM Nippon -
‘temale to male. But if acceptance is
growing, transsexuals still face barriers.
Under Japanese law, they must be listed
under their original gender on family
registration documents.

*Masae Torai was the winner of
FTMI’s Community Service/Qutreach
Award in 1998.

Lankan ‘Scam’
A young Sri Lankan woman filed for

Sri

divorce three months into her marriage
after discovering her husband was really a
woman, reports Sri Lanka’s D:zii} Mirror.
The young bride had been whisked away
on her wedding night by her parents who
WO Quﬁplﬂ-iuuﬁ ﬂ.buul. Lllc BI\UUI-‘;@-
feminine gait and high-pitched voice.

After the transvestite groom went to
the girl’s residence to take his wife back,
her parents took the matter to court in
Colombo. In her statement, the gitl said
she didn’t know her lover was female until
she was tald by her parents.

The article did not say how the bride
was lured into the marriage, but said the
transvestite had carried out similar scams
in the past. The plaintiff has asked the
court that the marriage be declared void,
since it was entered into on a false
declaration of identity. They have also
asked for costs.

United States

Trans Rights Protections
Snowball in 2002

Halfway through 2002, as many
nondiscrimination laws for gender-
nonconforming citizens have already been
legislated in US cities, counties and states
as were passed in the year 2001. Three
major cities—New York City, Dallas, and
Philadelphia—have already enacted
protective legislation this year.

On April 24, New York City became
the third jurisdiction in New York state,
the others being Rochester and Suffolk
County, to pass such a bill. “As the largest
jurisdiction by population in the U.S. to
ban discrimination against transgender
people, it might have a positive spillover
effect elsewhere because it suggests to
legislators in other cities that transgender
inclusion will eventually become the norm
in human rights laws,” said Paisley
Currah, an associate professor of political
science at Brooklyn College of the City
University of New York.

Also on April 24, the Tacoma,
Washington City Council voted to add
“sexual orientation” and “gender identity”
to the city’s anti-discrimination law. “This
leads us w look at all people as people,”
said Councilwoman Bil Moss. But this

being the second time the City Council
has approved the amendment since voters
repealed the additions after the first vote
in 1989, some supporters expect it to
again be voted down by the public.

On May 8, Dallas became the frst
city in Texas to extend protections to all of
its transgendcred citizens. Houston had
a|ready, last _]u]y. been the first city in
Texas to extend protections based on
gender identity to its city employees.

Then on May 16, Philadelphia
became the sixth local municipal govern-
ment in Pennsylvania to enact nondis-
crimination laws for gender‘nonconform-
ing citizens—making Pennsylvania the
first state with 6 municipalities that cover
gender identity in civil rights legislation.
Said Philadelphia Councilman Frank
DiCiceo who sponsored the bill, “It is the
right thing to do for chis community, and
in line with most other municipalities in
the country.” Erie County and Allentown
had already added such laws in 2002.

Chicago may soon follow. “T think
New York gave us an example that we will
quickly emulare in Chicago,” said
Clarence Wood, chairman of the Chicago
Commission on Human Rights. About 20
Chicago aldermen, including 3 lead co-
sponsors, have expressed support for an
amendment that would seek protection
from discrimination in employment,
public accommodations, credit and
housing. The measure is currently before
the council’s Human Relations Commit-
tee. Mayor Richard M. Daley has yet to
take a public position on the proposal, but
they expect the mayor’s support.

Since the ball started rolling in 1975,
2 states, Minnesota (1993) and Rhode
Island (2001), 37 cities, and 6 counties
have passed nondiscrimination laws with
staturory language that explicitly includes
people of transgender experience. The 45
states and municipalities that have enacted
protections have not done this spontane-
ously. Trans activists and an increasing
number of our LGB and political allies
have worked behind the scenes for years to
make this happen. When the people of
every state insist on human rights
protections for trans people because “it’s
the right thing to do,” it will be because
the hard work of dedicated activists has

snowballed. W
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Transgender, Transsexual, FtM, MtF,
Transpeople
Participate in a Research Study

Looking for transgendered/transsexual individuals (of
any age) who are willing to fill out a questionnaire
zbout their experiences concerning discrimination and
violence, substance abuse, and within substance abuse
treatment programs (if any). This study will select the
first 45 FtM transgendered/transsexual individuals.

You do not need previous experience with discrimina-
tion or violence, but you must feel that your current or
past substance abuse to be or to have been a problem
to be eligible for participation.

This is a voluntary study, conducted by the UCLA Drug
Abuse Research Center. If you decide not to partici-
pate, it will not affect your relationship with any other
agency or the services you get from them.

If you decide to participate, here’s what will happen:

» You will need to cantact our research office at the phone
number or address below and let us know where you would
like the questionnaire sent. The address does not have to
give us your real name. Both will remain confidential and
kept under lock and key.

= We will send you 1 questionnaire and 1 return envelope.
This guestionnaire will have a number code letting us Know
who it goes to, not your name.

+ The questionnaire will have questions about vourself and
your life, your experiences with violence and discrimination,
your substance abuse and use of hormones, and your
experience with substance abuse treatment.

= Once you fill outthe questionnaire, place it within the retum
envelope, seal it, and place it within a regular mailbox.

= You do not have to answer a question if you do not want to.
You are also not under any obligation to return the ques-
tionnaire.

Once we receive your questionnaire, we will mail you
815 to the address given earlier, or to a different one if
your prefer.

You will also be eligible to receive an additional $5 for each
person that participates in this study that you refer to us.

To participate or for more information, call (toll
free) Emilia Lombardi at 1-877-228-2291, ext.
312.

THE
PHALLUS

BALACE: -

BY DEAN KOTULA SEXUALS

Deeply personal essays
accompanied by more
than 100 photos capture
femaleto-male transsex-
valism in a condid and
informative context that
provides readers with a
groundbreaking psycho-
logical, historical, bio-
logical, and cultural
understanding of the
journey from female to
male.

n Read excerpts at WWW.ALYSON.COM
Available at your local bookseller
or ot WWW.ALYSON.COM (800} 5-ALYSON

COUNSELLING -

GROUPS .

OF ABUSE 2

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
TRAINING . CONSULTING

RUPERT RAJ, M.A.

Psychotherapist & Gender Specialist

Toronto, Ontario, Canada
voice mail(416) 280-6414

{Sorry, no return LD calls)
rrconsulting@sympatico.ca

FASTER. THAN LIFE’

THE SCIENCE FICTION | FANTASY | HORROR ZINE
OF ALTERNATIVE GENDER AND SEXUALITY

subscribe or submit at:
mere_sam@hotmail.com

or with (SAE/TRC) Simon Dessloch
76 .\-Is\.\'i)cy Street, London SWE8 2TR

IRANSPEOPLE * QUEER FOLKS * SURVIVORS

PEOPLE OF COLOUR

PRESENTING QUEER/TRANS FICTION
40 transexual (ftm/mff) dike & gay novels

RED JORDAN AROBATEAU

www.nothingbutnet.net/redjordan
Also available on Amazon.com

RED JORDAN PRESS 484 LAKE PARK AVE.
PMB 228 OAKLAND, CA 94610 USA




The
FTM
YELLOW
UPDATED PAG E S CHERAP

‘_-OnRE':';:qT *formerly the FTM Resource Guide BE';":.I'ER

To place your order,
send a cheque for
$10 USA or $15 CAN to:

In USA or Overseas: In Canada:

FTM International FTM International

160-14th Street CP 63560

San Francisco, CA 94103 CCCP Van Horne
Montreal, Quebec
H3W 3H8

Pre-Order Yours Today!






